
 



 

One of my joys this past Summer was attending the Rostered 
Ministers Gathering in Indianapolis.  Approximately 600 clergy 
from across the ELCA gathered for four days of worship, 
reflection, study, and renewal of our faith.  The theme was 
“Woven Together” 
and many of keynote 
speakers, Bible 
Studies, and small 
group activities 
reflected on the 
fabric of our lives in 
which we are ever 
woven.  In the midst 
of it all, our “artist in 
residence”, Pastor 
Lori Kochanski of 
Upstate New York, 
was weaving.  Yes, 
you read that correctly, Pastor Lori brought her loom and spent 
her week listening and weaving.  In the end she made a beautiful 
processional banner that was a part of our closing worship 
together.   
 
Now I don’t know about you, but I’ve never given much thought to 
weaving before.  Sure, I helped my sister weave a few potholders 
and coasters on our small plastic loom when we were children. I 
probably weaved a few of those myself, that of course was all the 
rage in the 1980’s.   I can also recall the large loom that is on 
display in Greenfield Village near Detroit.  I even have a small 
loom made by a 10-year-old girl complete with an unfinished rug 
hanging between its treads that I brought home form my 
missionary trip to the Navajo Nation in Rock Point Arizona.  It sits 
proudly in the corner of my office as a reminder of my faith 
formation and Call to ministry.  But beyond that, how much do I 
know, or do you know about weaving?  Very little!   
 
There is a warp (the tread that runs up and down).  There is the 
weft (the thread that runs from left to right).  There is a shuttle that 
moves the threads back and forth.  There are mechanics 
(sometimes) to move the warp in and out, and there are combs to 
help make everything nice and tight.  Even as I learned all of that, 
my biggest take away is the tread that is used.  It’s not always the 
same.  I never thought about that.  Of course I knew that, but I 
never thought much about it.  Some is stronger.  Some is thinner.  
Some can bear a lot of weight and pressure, others cannot.  
Which is exactly where you and I come into this particular story.   
 
We are all unique.  (Thanks be to God for that!)  From time to 
time, we may feel stressed, worn thin, or fraying and at our wits 
end.  Like the many threads and fabrics woven together to make 
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CONTACT INFORMATION 
Office Hours 

9:00 am – 4:00 pm, M – Th 

9:00 am – 1:00 pm, F 
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Email: gracefremont@yahoo.com 

Web: gracefremont.org 

 

 
 
 

WORSHIP SERVICES 
 

Saturday - 4:00 p.m. 
Sunday - 9:00 a.m. 
 

A NOTE FROM PASTOR BAILEY 
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a banner, rug, or blanket, so too are we!  We are 
woven together into a community of faith.  We 
are woven together in relationships with one 
another.  We are woven together in the many 
and vast social networks of which we are a part.  
In each one of these tapestries that make up 
our lives, it is our collective whole that makes us 
strong.  It is also our unique individual 
characteristics that make this tapestry of life so 
colorful.   
 
In the moments when you feel frayed in life, 
know that you have been woven into the fabric 
of our faith and that others are here to carry the 
weight and burdens with you.  In the moments 
when life seems alive, alert, and full of color, 

know that you have been woven into the fabric of our faith so that our joys may brighten the grays 
and browns of other less brilliant threads.  Let us remember that it is through Christ, and God’s 
unending love that is unconditionally poured out upon us, that we are indeed woven together in 
mutual love and respect for one another!  Then let us ponder how beautiful the tapestry of God’s love 
may be! 
 

Blessings! 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Dear Pastor and to the congregation of Grace,  
 
Thank you for the gifts! I truly appreciate everything that you have done for me. You 
have seen me grow from when I was baptized through my graduation. It has been a 
pleasure to be a member of Grace. 
 

Thank you for everything, Brandon Fry 

Thank you for your generosity. We would like to extend our heartfelt thanks to 
everyone who donated raffle baskets, made a monetary donation, assisted in 
preparing food, and those who gave their time to help with set-up and clean-up during 
the Progressive Dinner. Without you this evening would not have been a success. 
Your generosity, hospitality, and willingness to serve helped create a wonderful 
evening of fellowship and community. Everyone of you helped us raise the funds 
needed for the Let’s Build Beds event on September 13. May God bless you for your 
kindness and support. 
 

Yours in Christ, Missions and Outreach Committee 

Dear Grace, 
 
Thank you so much for the generous college 
scholarship. I am truly grateful for your 
support and encouragement as I continue 
my education. Your kindness means a great 
deal to me, and I am honored to receive this 
scholarship. Thank you again for investing in 
my future and for keeping me in your 
prayers. 
 

With gratitude, Virginia Dabrunz 

Dear Grace Lutheran Church, 
 
Thank you for the scholarship in the amount of $500. I am grateful for the support as I am entering my second year studying pre-
veterinary medicine. 
 

Thank you, Lily Ball 

 



 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

MUSIC ENSEMBLES & SPECIAL MUSIC AT 
GRACE – Throughout the year, Grace offers 
several opportunities for the community to make 
music to enhance not only their own worship 
experience but also that of the congregation. 
These opportunities are open to any regardless 
of age and experience. No audition is required. 
For more information contact Charlie Ligus at 
pianomancharlie03@gmail.com 
 
CHOIR - The choir at Grace has a long-standing 
tradition of providing vocal leadership during 
Sunday worship. In addition to leading the 
congregation in hymns and liturgy (often in 3- 
and 4-part harmony), the choir also prepares 
and performs various choral works to share 
during the service. If you are interested in joining 
the choir rehearsals will begin on August 26 
from 6:30 – 7:45 pm and we also have rehearsal 
time before worship on Sunday morning at 8:15 
am. This year we will prepare pieces from 
different time periods and styles. We will have 
everything from the motets of Mozart to more 
contemporary anthems from Ruth Elaine 
Schram and Craig Courtany and on rare 
occasions pieces from film, television and 
theatre. For more information contact Charlie. 
 
HANDBELL CHOIR – The Grace Ringers 
Handbell Choir will begin meeting for rehearsals 
on Wednesdays starting October 7 from 5:15 – 
6:15 pm. The Ringers will prepare handbell 
arrangements of seasonal music for select 
services throughout the Advent, Christmas and 
Easter season.   
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

BRIDGE OF HOPE FOOD PANTRY donations 
will be received on the weekends of September 5 
& 6, October 3 & 4 and October 31 & November 
1. The donations may be placed in food carts just 
like the ones we use for Sandusky County Food 
Pantry. Please consider donating rice, dried pinto 
beans, cans of tomato sauce or pasta, diapers, 
paper towels or cleaning supplies. 
 
NOISY OFFERING is received the first weekend 
of each month. Missions/Outreach Committee 
chooses a ministry or mission to support each 
quarter. The Noisy Offering for the fourth quarter 
is being donated to Let’s Build Beds. In August 
we received $188.19. The next offerings will be 
received on September 5 & 6, October 3 & 4, and 
October 31 & November 1. 
 
FOOD PANTRY CHALLENGE – September 19 
& 20 we will collect jars of peanut butter and jelly. 
In October 17 & 18 we will collect canned meats 
or vegetables. Then during November 14 & 15 we 
will collect oatmeal and cereal. A special thank 
you to Jan Harris for delivering our donations to 
the Sandusky County Food Pantry each month.  
 
KITCHEN CLEANUP VOLUNTEER LIST – Over 
the past few years, certain weather events have 
caused our kitchen area to flood. Most of the time 
the flooding is mild and requires only moderate 
cleanup. However, on some occasions, the 
cleanup can involve many hours of hard work. If 
you are willing to help with cleanup should the 
need arise, please write “cleanup” on the back of 
your “Welcome Card” and please be sure to 
include your contact information so that we can 
text you should the need arise. 
 
LET’S BUILD BEDS IS JUST A FEW WEEKS 
AWAY! On September 13 we will meet for 
worship, a light meal and then we will begin 
building beds for children who need a place to lay 
their heads. If you are interested in helping 
contact Maureen or call the church office. 
 

MY BROTHER’S KEEPER is a source of financial 
help for our members. If you find yourself in need of 
help with living expenses like utilities, house or rent 
payment or a medical bill My Brother’s Keeper can 
help. Everything is kept confidential. Call or stop by 
the office to see if we can help you. 
 
BRONDOS MISSIONARY NEWS – If you were in 
worship on July 25 or 26 you had the opportunity to 
meet our missionary Pr. David Brondos. If you would 
like to keep up to date with his work, you can follow 
him online at workingpreacher.org/authors/david-
brondos 
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LISTENING WITH A SECOND EAR – In August 
we opened our ears to one another as Listening 
with a Second Ear returned after a brief summer 
break. Together we reflected on the summer 
activities like the Community BBQ’s and we 
dreamed of how we may partner and share our 
facility with community organizations. It was a 
fruitful conversation for everyone who attended.  
You are invited to participate in conversations on 
October 11 and November 8. We will meet in the 
front of the worship space following worship. 
 
P B & J2 – What does this mean? Have you ever 
wanted to dig deeper into the weekly Bible 
readings? Have you ever had questions on the 
rest of the stories we reflect on together each 
week? If so, come spend time with Pr. Bailey 
and Jesus and have a peanut butter and jelly 
sandwich. Lunch is provided and all you need to 
bring with you is a Bible. See you on Monday’s 
at 11:30 am in the lounge. 
 
MAUREEN’S MONDAY BIBLE STUDY will 
return for the fall season on September 14 at      
1 pm in the lounge. We will start a study called 
Don’t Give the Enemy a Seat at Your Table. The 
purpose of this study is to help us take control 
of our thoughts and fears. 
 
SPOUSAL GRIEF SUPPORT: If you are 
grieving the loss of your spouse and could use 
the support of people experiencing the same 
grief than this is the group for you. The fall 
meeting schedule is September 21, October 19 
and November 16. We meet at 6 pm in the 
lounge. 

 
SCRIPTURE, LIFE & ME with Maureen will 
return on Wednesday, September 9 at 6 pm in 
the lounge. We will begin a study called The No-
Homework Bible Study: Group Hug! This study 
covers topics like self-care, being organized, 
pleasing people, being prepared, weight 
management, relationships, being virtuous, and 
financial health. If this study sounds interesting, 
please join in. 
 

WEDNESDAY BIBLE STUDY WITH Pr. Bailey 
– “We love, because he loved us!” (1 John 4:19) 
This fall Pastor Bailey will share the Bible Study 
from the Bishop’s office at the Synod. The 
theme for the study this year is “Way of Love. 
This five-week study will begin on September 30 
at 6:30 pm. During our time together we will 
explore John’s first letter to the church and 
ponder what it means to be in community with 
one another while we are surrounded by and 
united in the love of God that was revealed to us 
through Jesus Christ.  
 
GRACE GATHERS is a fellowship group that 
meets at 6 pm on the third Thursday of the 
month at the Chateau Vineyard and Winery in 
Helena. This fall we will meet on September 17, 
October 15 and November 19. Please call the 
church office if you plan to attend. 
 
JUGGLING ACT will meet on September 22, 
October 27 and November 24 at 5:30 at The 
Garrison. This group is for women who feel like 
they need a break from life’s demands. If this 
sounds like the group for you and you are 
interested in joining, please contact Maureen by 
email at maureenpump2022@gmail.com 
 
HELP PASTOR PLAN 
FOR 2027 – Pr. Bailey 
is interested in leading 
a book study in 2027 on 
The Book of God by 
Walter Wangerin, Jr. 
This is book is the Bible 
written as a novel and 
Pastor has referred to it 
in a few of his sermons. 
At this time Pastor 
Bailey is looking for 
ideas as to when and 
how this study could 
happen and he would like to include as many 
people as possible. Should it be on Sunday, 
another day of the week, morning, evening or 
online? Fell free to share your thoughts with 
Pastor by emailing him at 
pastorcbailey@gmail.com 
  
 
 
 



BOOKWORMS 
will meet to 
discuss The Five-
Star Weekend by 
Elin Hilderbrand 
on September 28 
at 2 pm in the 
lounge. This 
bestseller follows 
Hollis Shaw whose 
life seems to be 
picture perfect. 
Shaw is the 
creator of a 

popular lifestyle blog and married to a heart 
surgeon. After her husband is killed in an 
accident she begins to find out that her life 
is not as perfect as she thought it was.  
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

ARE YOU INTERESTED IN KNOWING MORE 
ABOUT OUR FAITH? The Northwest Ohio 
Synod is proud to offer several Growing in Faith 
classes. These classes will cover everything 
from church history to learning more about 
worship. There will be something for everyone to 
explore. Each of these classes will be taught by 
a team of pastors, including Pastor Bailey who 
has had the joy of being an instructor for many 
years. If you would like to learn more you can 
simply scan the QR code, visit 
growinginfaithohio.org, or contact Pastor Bailey. 
 



 



YOUTH COMMITTEE will meet on                 
September 9 and November 4 at 5:30 pm in the 
library. The committee will not meet in October. 
All parents of youth are welcome to join.  
 
ACOLYTES at Grace serve at during the 9 am 
service. We encourage acolytes 
to sign up at least every other 
month. You may sign up online 
using the QR code below.  If you 
have a child waiting to be trained, 
please contact Heather at 
HeatherRHawn@gmail.com to set up a time for 
training on a Sunday following worship.  
 
REGISTER FOR 2026-27 
YOUTH PROGRAMMING - 
Please help to make sure we 
have up-to-date information 
for your child. Visit register to 
your child. 
 
DID YOU MISS ELCA 
YOUTH & YOUNG ADULT GATHERING 
MEETING? If you would like more information, 
contact Pr. Bailey or Heather.  The Youth 
Gathering is open to youth in 8th-12th grade (Fall 
of 2026). The Young Adult Gathering is open to 
those 18-35, and scholarships are available 
through LIFT. Contact Pastor or Heather for 
more information. Deadline for registration is 
October 15.  
 
THIRD GRADE BIBLES - Calling third graders! 
Third Grade Bibles will be passed out                           
on Sunday, October 25. To reserve your 
student’s copy please RSVP to 
HeatherRHawn@gmail.com by October 1. 

 
I am so excited for the start of new school year! 
We’ve made some big changes over the 
summer and we are excited to debut our 
refreshed space this fall.  
 
First, the preschool area has undergone a 
facelift this summer with new paint and flooring 
throughout the area. A big thank you to the 
Koenig Legacy Fund for making this possible! I 
also want to thank everyone who stepped up 
and helped with this project – it was not a small 
one. While we are still working to finish the 
project before we welcome students back to 
school we can already tell that when it is done it 
will look fantastic! 
 
Additionally, we have hired Karol Shreffler to join 
our staff as teachers aide. She brings wonderful 
experience, and we couldn’t be happier to 
welcome her to Noah’s Ark.  
 
Finally, we will be offering extended care this 
school year to provide our busy parents with a 
smoother transitition from preschool hours to 
aftercare hours. 
 

Andrea Hirt, Administrator 
Noah’s Ark Preschool 

 

OPEN HOUSE – September 3 from 5 – 7 pm 
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JUNE 2026 
 

- MISSIONS/OUTREACH: Continued work on the Progressive Dinner that will be on June 12 at 5:00 pm.   
- WORSHIP: Next meeting that was rescheduled from the May meeting will be June 10, 2026 at 3p. 

The Old Testament sermon series continues until November 2026. Hymns were selected to reflect  
Old Testament stories.  For fun, some songs will be Sunday school favorites.  Reminders:  June 27 LIFT service in 
amphitheater – there will not be a Saturday Service.  The July 5th Service will include a July 4th medley. There will 
not be a Service on July 4th. 

- PROPERTY: Items to share with Council: Jim Post has added new shelving units in the Soup Kitchen storage 
room.  He has also started trimming bushes and helped Noah’s Ark prepare the areas of Noah’s be painted in June. 
Sealant is needed for the foundation gap near the waste container.  It was also noted that the Rt 6 sign is 
deteriorating. 

- Action Items: Order Bird X; Replaced some light fixtures in the main office with LED. Clean out window wells; 
Courtyard motion light and sign lighting.  Verify Soup Kitchen storage room sump size; Office overhead light fixture 
replacement. Backlog Items: Baker Street repairs; Kitchen wall repairs; Service Elevator ceiling repair; Re-lamp 
dining room to LED; Kitchen ceiling tile replacement; Replace door hardware on remaining doors with ‘orange bar’; 
Outlying signs 

- STEWARDSHIP: Meeting was held on June 4, 2026.  Financial giving remains stable and people are being 
generous in spite of higher prices and inflation. Discussed the upcoming Fall Stewardship Campaign.  We continue 
to lean towards the food and fellowship gatherings similar to last fall but hosting 4 instead of 8.  Sundays after 
worship were extremely well attended and the committee is considering 3 to be held on Sundays, and one after the 
Saturday evening service.  The committee will not meet in July.  Next meeting will be on Thursday, August 20, 
when they plan to continue working on details, choose a theme, and include Tracy Michles in the preparations. 

-  Youth: Vacation Bible School will be held June 22 – 25, 2026.  The youth committee attended a fresh Expressions 
event. 

 
JULY 2026 – Did not meet. 
 
AUGUST 2026 
 

- MISSIONS/OUTREACH: Let’s Build Beds was the focus of the last meeting, and will take place on September 13.  
LIFT parish will be having worship here at 10:00 and lunch will be at 11:00.  At Noon, the setup will begin and 1:00 
begin bed building. Volunteers and finances are in great shape for the event. 

- WORSHIP: Did not meet this month.  Next meeting is September 2. 
- PROPERTY: Items to share with Council: Worked with Adkins and the City of Fremont sanitation to identify facility 

sanitation and storm water drain/cleanout locations.  4x4 lumber was placed under freezers in storage room in case 
of future flooding. Advanced Plumbing replaced a faulty sump pump in the storage room.  Sealant for the foundation 
gap near the waste container.  Epoxy flooring is being installed in the basement with Noah’s Ark funding.  Jim and 
Michaelle have also been helping with Noah’s Ark.  Action Items:  Order Bird X – Greg; Replaced some light 
fixtures in the main office with LED – Jim/Greg; Clean out window wells – Jim/Michles; Courtyard motion light and 
sign lighting – Greg; Verify Soup Kitchen storage room sump size; Office overhead light fixture replacement Noah’s 
Ark.    Backlog Items: Baker Street repairs; Kitchen wall repairs; Service Elevator ceiling repair; Re-lamp dining 
room to LED; Kitchen ceiling tile replacement; Replace door hardware on remaining doors with ‘orange bar’; 
Outlying signs 

- STEWARDSHIP: Will be meet in September.  
-  YOUTH: Items to share with Council: Gathering information meeting scheduled for August 16 after Worship; Kids 

Zone/Afterwards starts on September 20; Spirit will resume September 9; Confirmation will resume September 20. 
 
 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

     
Thankoffering weekend will be observed on the 
weekend of September 19 and 20. Your 
Thankoffering envelope is enclosed in this              
newsletter. Please bring it to worship with you 
that weekend.   
   The items that you have donated for the kits, 
along with the quilts made by the Project Day   
Ladies, will be on display. The entire shipment 
will be blessed before it is packed and shipped. 
Come, thank God for our many blessings as we 
prepare for Lutheran World Relief. 
  Thankofferings are collected and sent to support 
the life-changing ministries of the ELCA.               
Together, we do more than we could apart. In 
gratitude for all God has given to us, and with 
hope for all that is to come, we collect our 
Thankofferings. 
  
In gratitude for all God has given to us, and with 

hope for all that is to come, we collect our 
Thankofferings. 

  

 

             

 
 

To our members celebrating 50 
                or more years of wedded bliss. 
 
  

September 21, 1973 – Gary & Karen Haubert,  
                                        381 St. Rt. 635, Helena 
October 24, 1970 – Kennard & Margaret Hirt, 
                                        236 St. Paul Dr. 
November 22, 1958 – Fred & Nancy Lawrence,  
                                      699 Rambo Ln. 
November 24, 1954 – Robert & Lillian Zilles, 
                                    1232 Clinton St. 
November 24, 1967 – Terry & Sharon Radsick,  
                                      746 S. Co. Rd. 232 
November 29, 1969 – Kent & Sharon Watkins,  
                                       1547 Emmett Dr. 
 
  

 

 
 

To our members who are 75 or more years young! 
 

Sept. 5 - David Souder, 2459 Buckland Ave. 

Sept. 8 – Terry Radsick, 746 S. Co. Rd. 232 

Sept. 9 – Becky Seibert, 4215 W. State St. 

Sept. 9 – Gerald Gallagher, 532 Pennsylvania Ave. 

Sept. 11 – Janet Bowles, 1118 Garrison St. 

Sept. 13 – Peggy Dorr, 1863 Morrison Rd. 

Sept. 15 – Kennard Hirt, 236 St. Paul Dr. 

Sept. 15 – Barbara McNelly, 30 Fox Run Dr. 

Sept. 18 – June Knepper, 3745 W. Hayes Ave. 

Sept. 23 – John Avers, 3640 Co. Rd. 223, Clyde 

Sept. 23 – Linda Beck, 19 Fox Run Dr. 

Sept. 26 – Marlene Mullholand, 15 Meadowbrook Dr. 

Sept. 27 – Carol Polter, 1015 N. Co. Rd. 220 

Sept. 28 – Marlene Smith, PO Box 174, Lindsey 

Sept. 30 – Helen Jess, 4666 Lakeshore Dr., Port Clinton 

Sept. 30 – Sara Tanner, 916 North St., Apt. 19 

Oct. 1 – Samuel Otermat, 880 Co. Rd. 99 

Oct. 7 – William Wingard, 2240 E. State St. 

Oct. 9 – Thomas Savage, 136 Briarwood Cir. 

Oct. 9 – Terrance Shanahan, 39 Linda Dr. 

Oct. 15 – Kenneth Klohn, 1740 Co. Rd. 229 

Oct. 16 – Larry McElfresh, 917 Birchard Ave. 

Oct. 20 – Bill Auxter, 112 Briarwood Cir. 

Oct. 23 – Sandra Weickert, 700 Coulson St., #212, 
Clyde 

Oct. 24 – Laura Lamalie, 1519 Co. Rd. 129 

Oct. 25 – Bob Wickert, 2375 McGormley Rd. 

Oct. 27 – Eugene Dierksheide, 1247 N. River Rd., 509 

Oct. 27 – Stephen Frontz, 2616 Co. Rd. 239 

Oct. 28 – Robert Zilles, 1232 Clinton St. 

Oct. 28 – Nancy Stoner, 33 Shaker Ct. 

Oct. 31 – Edwin Mitchell, 1300 Croghan St. 

Nov. 1 – Karen Fiske, 69 W. Adams Dr. 

Nov. 3 – Judy Gangwer, 1047 Hazel St. 

Nov. 4 – Joyce Havens, 1535 Finefrock Rd. 

Nov. 4 – Mark Smith, 1499 W. Cole Rd. 

Nov. 9 – Becky McElfresh, 917 Birchard Ave. 

Nov. 10 – Connie Smith, 212 Myah Dr. 

Nov. 15 – Suzanne Spriggs, 910 White Rd. 

Nov. 15 – LaMar Curliss, 29 Whitney Dr.  

Nov. 15 – Janet Guthrie, 1035 N Co. Rd. 198 

Nov. 22 – Sarah Babione, 670 Flat Rod Rd.,  

                                              Rm. 304, Bellevue 

Nov. 25 – Connie Haaser, PO Box 62 

Nov. 28 – William Bowlus, 880 Frederick Ave. 

 


