
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Holy Week Schedule 
 

APRIL & MAY 2026 

Grace & Truth 

PALM SUNDAY 
 

March 28 at 4 pm & March 29 at 9 am 

Celebration of the Palms & Holy Communion 
  

 
MAUNDY THURSDAY 

  

Individual Absolution, Holy Communion  
& First Communion 

  

 

EASTER VIGIL 
 

Saturday, April 4 at 4:00 pm 
  

 EASTER SUNDAY 
April 5 at 9 am 

BREAKFAST, served from 8 - 8:45 am  
in the dining room (see page 5 for more details) 

 

Celebrate Our Risen Lord!  
Music & Holy Communion 

  

 

GOOD FRIDAY 

A Community Worship Service 
 

April 3, 2026 ~ Noon – 3 pm 
With voices from several area churches 

INSIDE THIS ISSUE 
 
A Note from Pastor page 2 
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CONTACT US 
 
Grace Lutheran Church 
Office Hours –  
      9:00am-4:00pm, M-Th 
      9:00am–1:00pm, F 
 Phone:  419-332-1558 
 E-mail:   
 gracefremont@yahoo.com 
  
 Web page:   
www.gracefremont.org            

  
  
  
  
  
 

1 



    Have you seen this image? 

 

 

 

If you have, and I’m assuming you have, you’ve likely seen it on a t-shirt, bumper sticker, 

or window cling.  Like Martin Luther, I first asked, “What does this mean?” and I came to 

realize the translation has a lot of depth especially as we approach Holy Week and the great 

celebration of Easter! 

 

• “G” - Is for God.  Occasionally I’ve seen this image with a  meaning the cross.  Either 

way, God or the Cross guides us into appreciating the next few characters. 

• “>” - Think back to your elementary math days, as far away as this may have been as a 

quick refresher this is the “Greater Than” symbol. 

• “”  -  Follow the way this symbol points and we are looking “up”. 

• “”  -  In the same manner, follow the way this symbol points and we are looking 

“down.” 

All told, G> means, “God is greater than our ups and downs!”  We could substitute 

“the Cross” for God.  We could substitute “highs and lows” or “Mountains and Valleys” for ups 

and downs.  Still the meaning is the same: “God is greater than our ups and downs!”   

As we venture into this Holy Week celebration, we realize that God is indeed greater than our 

highs and our lows.  While our journey to the cross is nearly complete, we encounter the 

lowest point of our human story.  Our sin, our shame, our foolishness, and selfish ambition 

places Christ on the cross.  The pure, sinless, spotless, Lamb of God is crucified in our place.  

We may ask, “How low could we go?”  In gazing upon the cross, this is our  moment.  Yet 

the story doesn’t end there!   

Thanks be to God there is a mountain top moment yet to come.  Our  moment is 

celebrating the greatest news ever proclaimed.  The angel once said to Mary, “He is not here, 

for he has been raised, as he said. Come, see the place where he lay.” (Matthew 28:6). Here, 

good news is poured for all generations.  Through the glories of Easter, we realize the true 

power, awe, mystery and wonder of God as death is not and never will be the final answer.  

With God, new life always abounds.   

As we venture into these holy and precious days, let us recall not only the good news of 

Christ’s resurrection, but let us remember that in everything we do “God is greater than our 

ups and downs!”  No matter what we have going on.  No matter how good it may seem, or 

how bad things may feel, God is greater than all of it! 

 

Celebrating God’s Blessings in the highs and lows! 
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BUILDING SWEET DREAMS PROGRESSIVE 
DINNER will take place on June 12 at 5 pm at 
Grace Lutheran. This event is hosted by the 
Missions/Outreach Committee as a fundraiser 
for the next Let’s Build Beds Project on 
September 13. Participants will enjoy a grilled 
pork chop meal complete with sides, appetizers 
and dessert all served in a different part of the 
church. This event is similar to a traditional 
progressive dinner where each course is served 
at a different home, but ours will take place in 
different rooms around the church. In addition to 
dinner there will be several raffle baskets 
displayed for you to bid on! Tickets are $25 for 
one or $45 for two tickets.  
 
 
 
SEPTEMBER 13: LET’S BUILD BEDS DAY! 
The first Let’s Build 
Beds event went so 
well and was so well 
received, we have 
decided to do another 
one! On September 
13, 2026, we will meet 
once again to build 50 beds for children who are 
going to sleep on a sofa, on the floor or in a 
chair. When you look at your calendar you will 
see this is a Sunday! So, we will begin with a 
LIFT worship service here at Grace at 10 am. 
There will be brunch served following the 
service and then set-up for the build will take 
place at noon. We will begin building beds at 1 
pm. If you would like to help with the cost, we 
are now accepting donations at the church 
office. Please make checks out to LIFT and put 
Let’s Build Beds on the memo line. Let’s work 
together to make this event just as successful 
as the last one! 
  

 

 

 

 

 

BRIDGE OF HOPE FOOD PANTRY donations 
will be received on the weekend of April 4 & 5, 
May 2 & 3 and June 6 & 7. The donations may 
be placed in food carts just like the ones we use 
for Sandusky County Food Pantry.  Please 
consider donating rice, dried pinto beans, cans 
of tomato sauce or pasta, diapers, paper towels 
or cleaning supplies. 
 
 
NOISY OFFERING IS RECEIVED THE FIRST 
WEEKEND OF EACH MONTH. The 
Missions/Outreach Committee chooses a 
ministry/mission to donate the offering to each 
quarter. The Noisy Offering for the first quarter 
of 2026 was donated to Bridge of Hope Food 
Pantry. We received $ 206.97 in March. 
Because of the generosity of this church family, 
we were able to donate a total of $642.48 to the 
Bridge of Hope Food Pantry for the first quarter 
of the year. The second quarter of the month the 
Noisy Offering will be donated to Habitat for 
Humanity to build wheelchair ramps. This 
offering will be received on April 4 & 5, May 2 & 
3 and June 6 & 7. Thank you for making a big 
noise!  
 
 
FOOD PANTRY CHALLENGE will take place 
on the weekend of April 18 & 19. We will receive 
cans of tuna, vegetables, chicken or ham and 
SPAM. Thank you for your generosity and to Jan 
Harris, who delivers our donations to the Food 
Pantry each month. Mark your calendars for our 
collection on May 16 & 17 of Oatmeal and cereal 
and again June 20 & 21 when we will collect 
mashed potato flakes and noodles. 
 

 

 

 

 

 

MY BROTHER’S KEEPER IS A SOURCE OF FINANCIAL HELP FOR OUR MEMBERS. If you find 
yourself in need of help with living expenses like utilities, house payment, rent, or medical bills, My 
Brother’s Keeper may be able to help. Everything is kept confidential. For help contact Maureen in 
the church office.  
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LISTENING WITH A SECOND EAR - The 
opportunity to share conversation, dream, vent, 
learn from and support one another continues 
each second Sunday of the month.  You are 
encouraged to take some time to gather with 
Pastor Bailey following worship as we Listen 
with a Second Ear. Dates for this newsletter 
include April 12 and May 10.  
 
P B & J2 - Need a quick Lunch?  Want to explore 
the readings for worship?  All are welcome to 
PB&J2, Peanut Butter & Jelly with Pastor Bailey 
& Jesus! We will gather in the Dining Room at 
11:30 a.m.  Please note due to holidays and 
other pre-planned events, PB&J2 will only be 
meeting on the following dates: April 13, May 4, 
May 11, May 18. 

 
MAUREEN’S MONDAY BIBLE STUDY meets 
every Monday at 1:00 in the lounge. We are 
doing a study on faithful aging. Faithful Aging is 
not simply aging or growing old. It is embracing 
not only the challenges of a long life but 
engaging in the possibilities of creativity and 
depth of soul available to those who have 
acquired a wealth of experience. This study is 
for all adults interested in increasing satisfaction 
in their lives. Each participant will purchase their 
own book. It is titled The Art of Growing Old by 
Carroll Saussy. It is not too late to join in! Just 
get a copy of the book and come to the lounge 
on Mondays at 1:00! 
 
PASTOR’S BIBLE STUDY - Due to some 
preplanned events, Pastor’s Bible Study will 
take a bit of a break until the end of April. 
Beginning on April 29, Pastor will be leading a 
study provided by the Synod to close out the 
year of Listening. Together we’ll engage in some 
listening exercises and share conversation 
revolving around the stories of Shiphrah, Ruth, 
Paul and others. Bible study begins at 5 p.m. in 
the large Sunday School room on Wednesday. 
 

JUGGLING ACT will meet again on March 24 at 
5:30 pm at The Garrison! Juggling Act is a group 
for women who feel like they are juggling as they 
try to keep all the balls in the air at one time and 
could use a break. We have dinner together and 
great fellowship. If this sounds like a group, you 
are interested in being a part of let Maureen 
know at maureenpump2022@gmail.com. This 
group will also meet on April 28, May 26 and 
June 23. 
 
GRACE GATHERS is a fellowship group that 
meets on the third Thursday of each month. On 
April 16 and May 21 we will meet at Chateau 
Vineyard and Winery in Helena at 6 pm. Call the 
church office at 419-332-1558 and let Maureen 
know you plan to attend. 
 
SPOUSAL GRIEF SUPPORT GROUP: If you 
are grieving from the loss of your spouse and 
could use the support of people who are going 
through the same loss please consider coming 
to the Spousal Grief Support Group. The next 
two of our next meetings will be held on April 20, 
May 18 and June 15 at 6 pm in the lounge.  
 
BOOKWORMS will meet again in May. Watch 
your bulletin for information about what they will 
be reading.  
 

 
PENTECOST IS COMING! 

Don’t forget to wear Red, the 
festival color of the day, as 
we gather for worship on 
Pentecost Saturday, May 23 
and Sunday, May 24. 
 

 
WITH THANKSGIVING - As we welcome in the 
Light of Christ and celebrate the blessings of 
Easter, we gather around the Font and the 
Pascal Candle that gives light for all the world to 
see. Please take note of our new Pascal Candle 
and its stand, which will be a new addition to the 
worship space this Easter. It is beautiful. Many 
thanks to John Burmeister for his creative work 
and willingness to craft this new addition to 
Grace. It will be one to be remembered and 
treasured as part of our worship for many 
generations to come! 
 

mailto:maureenpump2022@gmail.com


 

FOR YOUR INFORMATION 
 
DURING APRIL IF YOU DRIVE BY THE 
CHURCH DURING THE WEEK YOU MAY 
NOTICE LOTS OF CARS IN THE PARKING 
LOTS. Don’t worry there is a good reason! We 
were contacted by HGTV, and they are filming a 
renovation at local home. As part of their 
production, they needed a place to park the cars 
of their cast and crew. How about that, Fremont 
will make the news and be part of an HGTV 
show! Even better, Grace is being compensated 
for the use of our parking lots! 
 
 
LIFT UPDATE: At our recent meeting Jan Harris 
shared that after many years of faithfully serving 
on the LIFT Board it was time for her to               
step down.  Jan, thank you for your many              
years of faithful service to LIFT and our 
community.  While you may no longer be on 
board, we are certain that your faithfulness in 
serving will continue.  In Jan's absence, we ask 
that you give prayerful consideration to serving  
in this capacity.  LIFT meets every other month 
on Sunday early afternoon.  As a LIFT 
representative you can help to be a 
messenger sharing all things Grace and all 
things LIFT.  If you are interested or want to 
know more, please see Pastor Bailey. 
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ACOLYTES at Grace serve 
during our 9 am services  on 
Sunday morning. We 
encourage acolytes to sign up 
at least every other month. 
You may sign up online using 
the QR code below. Opportunities to serve are 
open now through June 7th. If you have a child 
waiting to be trained, please contact Heather at 
HeatherRHawn@ gmail.com to set up a time for 
training on a Sunday following worship.  
 
MARK YOUR CALENDAR FOR THE NEXT 
YOUTH COMMITTEE MEETING on April 8 at 
6pm (please note there will be no youth 
activities that night) and May 6 at 7pm in the 
Youth Room, following kids’ activities. 
 
SPIRIT - We will meet on the following 
Wednesdays April 15-May 20 at 6:30 – 7:30pm 
in the Auditorium.  
 
CHILDREN’S MOMENT & KIDS ZONE - 
Following the Children’s moment, children in 
pre-k through 5th grade are invited to gather in 
the Sunday School room for an activity. They will 
return to worship before communion.  
 
AFTERWORD for Middle & High School Youth are 

invited following the reflection to meet in the 
Dining Room. They will connect with the 
message for the day and spend time in prayer. 
The youth will return following the offering hymn. 
 
CONFIRMATION WILL NOT HAVE CLASS ON 
THE FOLLOWING DATES: March 29, April 5, 
or May 10. The Rite of Confirmation for our 8th 
graders will be held on Sunday, May 24 at our    
9 am Worship.  
 

 

RECOGNITION OF GRADUATES will take 
place on Sunday, May 31 at the 9 am worship 
service. A reception with light refreshments will 
be held following worship for Grads and their 
families. A table, showcasing our graduates, will 
be set up in the back of the sanctuary two weeks 
before Graduation Sunday. You’re invited to 
stop by to drop off a card or sign the memory 
book to share your encouragement and 
blessings with our graduates as they begin the 
next chapter of their journey. 

Please contact HeatherRHawn@gmail.com to 
be listed in the ceremony.  

 
 

GRACE LUTHERAN 
SCHOLARSHIP 
INFORMATION 

  
Grace Lutheran Church 
oversees two scholarship 
funds which are available 
to active members of 
Grace Lutheran Church who are currently 
enrolled or have been accepted at a college or 
university.  
  

· The Tressel Memorial Scholarship is 
awarded to individuals who are majoring in 
ordained ministry, parish work, music ministry, 
Christian day school teacher, lay ministry, youth 
ministry, medical missionary, or any other fields 
of Christian service.  
 

· Grace Lutheran Church General 
Scholarship - Applicants must be active 
members of Grace Lutheran Church, and 
currently enrolled or accepted in a college or              
university. No degree requirements are needed. 
  

Please note: Applicants may only apply for one 
of the above scholarships.  
  

Applications are available in the church office or 
online at www.gracefremont.org. The deadline 
for submittal to the church office is MAY 1, 
2026. If you have any questions, please call the 
church office, 419-332-1558.  
  

If you would like to contribute to any of these 
scholarship funds, you can do so through the church 
office or by using a white pew envelope and marking 
it ‘Tressel Memorial’, or ‘GLC General Scholarship’. 
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Celebrating 50 or more years of wedded bliss! 
 

April 15, 1975 - Connie & Richard Wasserman, 
                               452 Co. Rd. 88, Helena 
  

April 23, 1960 - Robert & Joyce Wickert, 
                               2375 McGormley Rd. 
 

May 5, 1962 – Larry & Judy Overmyer, 
                            541 Elizabeth St. 
 
 

Receiving the Gift 
of Baptism 

 

March 8 – Theodore Chipner, son of  
         Morgan (Durell) & Carson Chipner. 
 
 

With Sympathy 
 

Kenneth Smith, Larry Beck, Ronald Jess 
 
 

BRONDOS MISSIONARY NEWS - Keep                  
up with the latest news from our missionary,              
Pr. David Brondos by visiting 
www.sites.google.com/site/dbrondos or via 
email at david.brondos@elca.org 
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Minutes Summary from January 7, 2026 
- MISSIONS/OUTREACH: Did not meet. 
- WORSHIP:  No Report – Did not meet 
- PROPERTY: “Thank You” to Jim Post and all the volunteers who helped decorate the church for the 

Toledo Symphony and holiday season! Action Items: There is a need to have regular nightly service on the 
boilers. We are getting a quote from Gem Industries. Viewport software for RSS is complete. Office door 
latching issue was addressed. Greg will order Bird X. Jim and Tracy Michles will clean out window wells. 
Greg will take care of the Courtyard motion light and Sign lighting. A quote for the kitchen wall repair from 
Zimmerman was $8,700. Backlog Items: Baker Street repairs; Service Elevator ceiling repair; Re-lamp 
dining room to LED; Kitchen ceiling tile replacement; Replace door hardware on remaining doors with 
‘orange bar;’ Outlying signs. 

- STEWARDSHIP: Did not meet. Next meeting will be in March 2026. 
-  Youth: No Council Action Items. Possible ‘Soup-er’ Bowl and Game night Saturday, February 7 at 4p.  

 
Minutes Summary from February 9, 2026  

- MISSIONS/OUTREACH: No action items. The February Noisy Offering collection for the Bridge of Hope 
was $297.08. SLAM is working with ‘Praying the Names of God.’  Monday Bible Study is ‘Faithful Aging.’ 
Spousal Grief Group had 9 in attendance. Bookworms are reading The Handmaid by Frieda McFadden 
and will review in March. The Food Pantry is going well. Grace Gathers had 12 in attendance. Progressive 
Dinner is being moved to June 12th at 5:00. 

- WORSHIP: No action items. Meetings are moved to the 1st Tuesday of each month so that Charlie can 
attend. Hymns and services are planned for February and March. A new Paschal Candle holder is being 
made by John Burmeister. Sanctuary will be decorated for Lent/Easter on February 17. Ash Wednesday, 
February 18, will be Charlie’s official first day at the noon and 6:30 services. The theme for Lent is Behold 
the Tree. The committee is exploring ideas for the return of Good Friday service from noon-3pm. 
Procession with palms on Palm Sunday.  Looking forward to Pentecost (May) Ribbons to compliment 
Alleluia banners.  New paraments (Altar Cloths) are needed for the Altar Candle for the new Paschal 
holder and ribbons for Pentecost. 

- PROPERTY: The boilers need to have regular nightly service.  The quote from Gem Ind is $4,714.82.  
Jim has added foam insulation to the service elevator.  Backlog Items: Baker Street repairs; Service 
Elevator ceiling repair; Re-lamp dining room to LED; Kitchen ceiling tile replacement; Replace door 
hardware on remaining doors with ‘orange bar’; Outlying signs from McMillan Sign Graphics. 

- STEWARDSHIP: Next meeting will be March 4, 2026. 
- YOUTH: No Council Action Items.  $500 was collected with the Red Kettle Bell Ringing. 26 People 

attended the ‘Soup-er’ Bowl Event.  The Shrove Tuesday Pancake & Sausage meal is February 17th at 
4pm. Thank You to Kristen Lindsay for the Thrivent Card.  First Communion will be March 14th from 1:30–
3:00. 

 
Minutes Summary from March 9, 2026, Meeting 

- MISSIONS/OUTREACH: Did not meet.  Will meet March 18th.  Maureen reported that she is working on 
the Progressive Dinner to be held on June 12th.  The Executive Committee approved of having wine 
served at the dinner.  Noisy Offering for the 2nd quarter will go to Habitat Ramp Building. 

- WORSHIP: No action items. Hymns are planned for April.  Maundy Thursday will have traditional service 
to include foot washing.  God Friday Service will be 12:00-3pm with no evening service.  Volunteers for 
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greeters and readers are needed.  Saturday, March 28, we will be decorating the church for Easter at 
10:00 a.m. Easter Vigil will be Saturday, April 4th at 4:00 p.m.  Next meeting will be April 15 at 4p.m. (for 
April only) 

- PROPERTY: No action items.  The boilers need to have regular nightly service.  The quote from Gem Ind 
is $4,714.82. The quote from Walter’s Boiler Works is $2,965. 

- STEWARDSHIP: No action items. Meeting held on Thursday, March 5, 2026.  The Fall Stewardship 
Campaign was discussed briefly, leaning towards possibly doing the group gatherings again, with fewer 
gatherings and larger attendance.  The next meeting is June 4, 2026.  Beginning in September, meetings 
will be monthly as the Stewardship Campaign approaches.  The 2026 pledge total is less than 2025, as of 
March 3, 2026.  

- YOUTH: No Council Action Items.  First Communion training will be on March 14 at 1:30. First 
Communion will be held on Maundy Thursday.  The pancake dinner that was held on Shrove Tuesday 
raised $383.25.  Easter breakfast on April 6 begins at 8:00 a.m. 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
April 5  Judith Burkett   792 Rambo Ln. 
April 4  Juanita Patynko 536 Lime St. 
April 7  Patricia Bristley  412 Jefferson St. 
April 8  Nancy Souder  2459 Buckland Ave. 
April 11  Dan Polter  1015 N. Co. Rd. 220 
April 15  Gary Haubert  381 St. Rt. 635 
April 22  Tanya Schling  822 Bush St. 
April 26  Suzanne Brickner 1501 McPherson Blvd. 
April 26  Susanne Wing  51 Lisa Ann Dr. 
April 27  Sharon Radsick 746 S. Co. Rd. 232 
May 2    Sharon Mehling     1865 Countryside Dr. Rm. 337 
May 2   Nadine Smith  716 3rd Ave. 
May 3  Marcella Widmer     
                                      725 S. Westfield Dr., Gibsonburg 
May 4   Clara Bowlus  880 Frederick Ave. 
May 4  Walt Lamson   C/O 55 Katlyn Dr. 
May 19  Faye Dittemore  1400 Hayes Ave. 
May 20  Dave Prasuhn  408 Cottage St. 
 
 

 

 
 
 
 
    
 
 

The deadline to submit articles for the  
June, July & August 2026  

newsletter will be  
Noon Wednesday, May 13, 2026. 

 
The newsletter will assembled on 

Thursday, May 21, 2026. 
 

   NOAH’S ARK PRESCHOOL 
 

Noah’s Ark 
Preschool was 
recently blessed 
with a gift of 
$500 which will 
be used to help 
their students 
grow in faith and      
knowledge. 

 
          This gift came from the Sandusky County  
  Communities Foundation, Inc. after they  
  received an anonymous donation from a group  
  dedicated to helping local organizations. 
 
   Pictured (left to right) Ruthann House, Andrea  
    Hirt, and Pr. Clayton Bailey 
 

To our members who are 

75  or more years young! 
 

April & May 
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Grace Lutheran Church 
705 W. State Street 
Fremont, Ohio 43420 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
CONTACT INFORMATION  
  

Pastor Clayton J. Bailey, Senior Pastor 
 pastorcbailey@gmail.com 
 

Maureen Pump, Lay Minister 
 maureenpump2022@gmail.com 
 

Denise Biddle, Finance/HR Administrator 
            gracefremont@yahoo.com 
 

Tricia Dabrunz, Office Administrator 
 dabrunztricia@yahoo.com 
 

Heather Hawn, Youth Minister 
 HeatherRHawn@gmail.com 
 

Andrea Hirt, Director Noah’s Ark Preschool 
 noahsark.fremont@gmail.com 
  

  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

         WORSHIP SERVICES 
 

Saturday - 4:00 p.m. 
Sunday - 9:00 a.m. 

 
  

               OFFICE HOURS 
 

 Monday - Thursday: 9 am - 4 pm 
Friday: 9 am - 1 pm

Non-Profit 

Paid 

Fremont, OH 

Permit #133 
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