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Christ is risen!  

HE IS RISEN, INDEED!  
ALLELUIA! 

 
 

Good news has come as Mary Magalene is greeted by the angels at the now open tomb! 
Christ is alive! Alleluia!  
 
If someone ever asked me what does Easter mean to me, a quick answer might be “it’s 
the icing on the cake!” It seems like an odd expression, but as much as I enjoy my 
sweets, it is a fitting image for us to reflect on. Ponder with me for just a few moments. 
  
Christmas, yes, we’ll start there, is like the plate or platter. As Christ is born and  
welcomed into the world, God is presenting us this wonderful gift as he takes on our  
human nature and lies humbly in the manger. So, Christ is the plate or platter, on which 
good things are soon to be presented.  
 
Good Friday is the cake! Here, we get the heart of this God given gift. Good Friday is 
the treat we get to enjoy as Jesus gives his very life out of sheer devotion for us, God’s 
chosen people. Here, forgiveness, grace, and love are poured out. You can imagine any 
type of cake you might like. Confetti, yellow, chocolate, marbled, but I like to visualize 
red velvet as a reminder of the body broken and blood poured out.  
 
Easter then becomes the frosting! It is the icing on the cake! Be it whipped, cream 
cheese, royal, butter cream, or chocolate ganache, they are all good! We can think of it as 
the sweetness that makes you close your eyes and say, yummmm! 
 
We could take that image even farther, with Ascension being the sprinkles that decorate 
the top. Then, the candles that light our celebration serve as a reminder of the flames of 
Pentecost as the Spirit is poured out upon us.  
 
Each of these things on their own are all good. But a plate is just a plate, without  
anything on it. Cake is great, but it’s always better with some icing. And, a spoonful of 
icing is always nice too, but it is really meant to be a part of the cake we all enjoy.  
Finally, the candles and sprinkles all add the finishing  
touches to an already festive occasion. Who would have 
thought, Easter really means we can have our cake and eat it 
too! Now where is my fork? 
 
Easter Blessings! 
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I can’t believe that we have reached the last month of our school year. We’ve had so much fun and 
we are looking forward to our end of year party! These wonderful children have worked so hard this 
year. They have learned over 30 different shapes and colors. We’ve worked on letters, letter sounds, 
and writing their first and last names. They have also worked hard on learning the months of the 
year, the days of the week and a variety of Bible stories.  
 

We are excited to move our PreK-3 class to PreK-4 and are excited (and sad) to see our current PreK-
4 class move on to kindergarten. But we know that they are ready to move on and that they will do 
great things! We will miss them. 
 

We still have a few openings for the next school year, please spread the word. Thank you for all of 
your support! We have big plans for the future of our program! 
 

Andrea Hirt, Administrator 
Noah’s Ark Preschool 
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LIFT Backpack Buddies is winding down  
our third school year. We served                     
approximately 52 students this year.  
 

A huge thank you to everyone who supported 
this ministry and ask for a some help to finish 
out this school year. We are in need of the 
following items: microwave popcorn, Pop 
Tarts, Goldfish Crackers, and individual  
servings of macaroni & cheese. 
 

Food items must be individually wrapped and 
kid friendly. Canned items are too heavy for 
students to carry home in their back packs 
especially if there are multiple students in the 
family.  
 

Donations may be placed in the baskets that 
have been placed in the Narthex or brought to 
the church office during regular business 
hours. 

 

THE GRACE LUTHERAN CHURCH 
WOMEN NEED YOUR HELP! 

 
We are working on quilt tops for the Let’s Build 
Beds project. We are asking for donations of flat 
sheets (twin size or larger) to use as the back of our 
quilts. The sheets can be used (must be clean and 
free of holes and stains) or new. Sheets may be 
brought to the church office or left in the shopping 
carts that we use for the Food Pantry Challenge. 
 
We are also in need of spools of neutral colored 
thread for the Lutheran World Relief Sewing Kits. 
Each spool must have 200 - 400 yards of general 
purpose thread. 
 
Thank you for continued support of the GLCW and 
our projects! Working together to share God’s love. 
 

Jan Harris 
GLCW President 

THANK YOU TO  EVERYONE THAT ATTENDED THE EASTER BREAKFAST hosted by our youth. A special thank 
you to Jim & Cindy Scranton for applying for a Thrivent grant to help make this meal possible.  And thank you 
to all the  youth and their families for their hard work. 
 
 
 

CRAFT & CROP - Thank you to those who attended the Craft & Crops this year. We raised over $650 for the 
Soup Kitchen. 

Heather Hawn 



FOOD PANTRY CHALLENGE                
Bring your donations to worship on 
May 17 & 18 This month we will 
collect oatmeal and cereal. 
A special thank you to Jan Harris for 
taking our gifts to the Sandusky 
County Food Pantry each month.  

Please place your donations in the grocery carts that are 
located in the Narthex and by the Baker Street entrance. 
At the request of the food pantry no glass jars. 

JUGGLING ACT - Family,    
career, social life, taking care of                
a home, are many of the things                  
that women juggle every day.                 
Sometimes it’s nice to gather 
around a meal that is being 
served to you and chat with other women who 
are also juggling the demands of life. Juggling 
Act meets at 5:30 pm on the fourth Tuesday of 
the month at The Garrison. We will meet on May 
27. If you plan to attend please call the church 
office.   

GRACE GATHERS is a fellowship group that 
meets monthly. The next gathering will be on 
May 15 at 6 pm. We will meet at the                
Chateau Vineyard and Winery in Helena. Please 
call the church office if you plan to attend.  

SPOUSAL GRIEF SUPPORT will meet on                   
May 19 at 6 pm in the lounge. During this time we 
share a devotion, prayer and mutual  support through 
discussion. Questions? Call the church office.  

THE BRIDGE OF HOPE FOOD PANTRY NEEDS OUR 
HELP! On May 3 & 4 we will receive donations for 
the Bridge of Hope Food Pantry at Hayes Memorial 
UMC. They are in need of the following items:  
breakfast cereals, canned meats, rice, dried                    
pinto beans, cans of tomato sauce, pasta, paper  
towels and diapers. These gifts may be placed in the 
grocery carts located at the entrances to the              
sanctuary. Thank you for your help!  
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MAUREEN’S MONDAY WOMEN’S BIBLE 
STUDY will meet at 1 pm in the lounge.                
This spring we will begin a study created by the 
Northwest Ohio’s Synod staff based Bishop          
Daniel’s theme for 2025 which is The Year of  
Listening. All women are invited! 

MAUREEN’S WEDNESDAY NIGHT SLAM GROUP 
will return on April 30 and continue through 
May 14. The group will meet at 5 pm the lounge.  

THIS IS MOST CERTAINLY TRUE! Our class on               
Martin Luther’s Small Catechism will take a short 
break. Pastor is going to take a little time to ponder 
some new dates and times for this group before we 
venture further into Luther’s Catechism. Thank you 
for your patience. 

LISTENING WITH A SECOND EAR - The congregation 
is invited to gather for conversation and listening 
on May 11. While it is Mother’s Day, please take a 
few  minutes to stay following worship as we            
continue to share our joys, sorrows, concerns,             
celebrations, ideas and dreams for our ministry          
together. 

BOOKWORMS   
 

Our in-person and virtual groups 
have chosen different books to 
discuss at their next gatherings. 
The in-person group will meet on 
May 19 at 2 pm in the lounge to 
discuss The Kill Artist by Daniel 
Silva.  

 
Then on May 20 at 11 am the 
virtual group will meet via Zoom 
to discuss The Cruelest Month 
by Louise Penny. If you wish to 
participate virtually please email 
Maureen to request the link to 
this meeting.  

YOU’RE INVITED TO ATTEND NOAH’S ARK PRESCHOOL 
GRADUATION ON MAY 22 AT 6PM. Graduation will be 
held in the auditorium. We would like to give the gift of a 
Children’s Bible to our students, if you would like to help 
as a sponsor please contact Heather. 



YOUNG ADULT SURVEY 
We want to hear from the young 
adults (18-35) in our congregation. 
Please take a moment to scan the QR 
code and answer a few questions. 
Thank you for your help! 
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HEY KIDS! Kids Zone is for youth in Pre-K through 
5th grade and meets during worship. Children 
are excused following the Children’s Message 
and will return before communion.  

ACOLYTES at Grace serve during the      
9 am Sunday worship. We encourage  
acolytes to sign up at least every  
other You may sign up using the QR 
code in this announcement. Acolytes 
that do not sign up will be assigned a 
weekend.   

CONFIRMATION CLASS will meet on May 4 at Grace 
and May 18 at St. John’s from noon - 1 pm.  
Affirmation of Baptism at Grace will take place on 
June 8 at 9 am. 

GRADUATE RECOGNITION 
 

Calling all Graduates! We will 
soon be recognizing our high 
school and college graduates 
on Sunday, June 1. If you 
know a graduate or will be graduating  
yourself, please submit your information 
and a photo by scanning the QR code or by  
sending an email to Heather at               
HeatherRHawn@gmail.com 

LET’S GIVE BACK TO OUR COMMUNITY 

As a gift to the congregation for your generous 
support of our youth they would like to show 
their appreciation by helping do yard work for 
those in need of some extra hands.                     
Appointments for assistance may be scheduled 
now through June 1, by contacting Heather at 
HeatherRHawn@gmail.com or by calling/texting 
her at 419-307-1808. Youth and young adults   
interested in helping please share your                    
availability with Heather so that you may be 
matched with a member in need of your help.  

SUMMER CAMP AVAILABLE  

FOR YOUTH OF ALL AGES! 
 

Scan the QR code to learn more.  

Register soon before camp fills up! 

The Youth Committee will meet on Sunday, 
May 4 in the library following worship. We will 
discuss summer youth programming. All are 
welcome!  

mailto:HeatherRHawn@gmail.com


NOW REGISTERING  
 

TODDLERS - MIDDLE SCHOOLERS  
& VOLUNTEERS 

 

The Lord your God is with you wherever you go. 
Joshua 1:9 

 

In our busy lives, God is on the go with us. 
 

Join us this summer as we depart for a  
road trip adventure! 

 
Registration will be available at the door but your  

pre-registration helps us plan for this exciting event. 
 

Please note: toddlers under the age of four who are 
not yet potty trained or who have not completed a 

year of pre-school must be accompanied by an adult. 
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NOISY OFFERING     Is 
received the first week-
end of each month. The 
next collection  will be 
May 3 & 4, 2025.  
 

The collection  for the 
second quarter will be given to the Bridge of 
Hope Food Pantry. 
 

Thanks to your generosity in April we               
collected $190.35 for the Bridge of Hope Food 
Pantry. “THANK YOU” to everyone who helps 
make a JOYFUL NOISE each month! 

May 5, 1962 - Larry & Judy Overmyer,  
     541 Elizabeth St. 

Celebrating 50 or more years of wedded bliss! 

MAY BIRTHDAYS 
 
 
 

Happy Birthday to those who are celebrating 75 years and more! 

  
May 3   Marcella Widmer                          725 S. Westfield Dr., Gibsonburg 43431 
May 4   Clara Bowlus                                                                 880 Frederick Ave. 
May 4   Walt Lamson                                                                      c/o 55 Katlyn Dr. 
May 20  Dave Prasuhn                                                                      408 Cottage St. 
May 25  Clarence Weickert, Jr.                700 Coulson St., Rm. 212, Clyde 43410 
May 28  Richard Bradford                                                              1328 Circle Dr. 
May 29  Marsha Ryan                          123 Briarwood Circle  
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LITTLE FREE LIBRARY - Pack 302 
has refurbished an old newspaper 
stand to use as a Free Library here at 
Grace. It is located at the Baker 
Street entrance. There are books for 
all ages. Please feel free to help 
yourself to some “new to you”               
reading material or drop off an old favorite to share with 
someone new! Books may be returned to any of the 
free libraries in Fremont: Wendt Key, Fremont Rec 
Center, St. Mark’s, or ABC Day Care Center. 

YOU’RE INVITED! 
The congregation is invited to celebrate with 
the Bailey’s at Andrew’s graduation party. 
While Andrew realizes that he doesn’t know 
many of you, he knows you are all a part of 
our extended family. All are welcome to                
gather at First Christian Church, 2016 S. Co. 
Rd. 19 in Tiffin on Sunday, May 18 from 2 - 5 
pm for a dessert reception.  

MANY THANKS to all who attended the 
Good Friday Fish Fry!   What a great event!  
A special “Thank You” to our event sponsor, 
Fremont Floor Covering Outlet Ltd., and to 
all who brought desserts - they were           
delicious!  And, to the “Fish Fry Crew” and 
Kitchen help - you all are amazing!! 
 

FISH FRY CREW:  Robert Baumer, David Cooper, 

Walker Cooper, Mark Damschroder, Greg Jess, Jerry 
Moses 

KITCHEN CREW: Rae Ann Cooper, Jeanette       

Damschroder, Annette Fisher, Vivian Fries, Jan       
Harris, Barb McNelly, Bill Smith, Carter Wagner, Bob 
Williams, Nan Williams  
 

   ~Linda Baumer, Chair 

   Good Friday Fish Fry 
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CHURCH COUNCIL  -  Minutes April 14, 2025 
 

• Candidates confirmed for Church Council Nominations:  John Burmeister (eligible for 2nd term), Walker Cooper, Mindy 
Gedeon, Tanya Schardt, Cornelia Star (eligible for 2nd term).  Elections will take place prior to worship on Saturday, May 3 
and Sunday, May 4.  Absentee voting is available in the church office during business hours. 

• MISSIONS/OUTREACH: Noisy Offering collected for first quarter totaled $648.16 and will be given to Let’s Build Beds 
project; 2nd quarter Noisy Offering will go to Bridge of Hope Food Pantry. 

• WORSHIP: finalized worship plans for Holy Week 
• PROPERTY: Dining Room lighting will be replaced on an as needed basis; Service Elevator Ceiling ($10,495) on hold; 

Main Office door lever lock with wrap around ($1035); Security System 95% complete, will schedule joint meeting for 
training; Midwest Maintenance completed exterior building repairs 

• STEWARDSHIP: re-evaluating approach for Stewardship campaign 
• YOUTH: First Communion Mini Retreat held on April 12, two students will receive their First Communion on Maundy 

Thursday; Craft & Crop fundraising events have raised $665 for the Soup Kitchen; the youth will host the annual Easter 
Breakfast on Easter Sunday to include breakfast casseroles & Prairie Mkt. sausage, a photo backdrop will be available 
for family photos, and activities for the kids; Summer Camp will take place June 29 through July 2; we have received 
one request for Spring yard work. Heather is looking into a $4,000 grant for Park Night this summer.  More info to come. 

• Soup Kitchen update - Pr. Bailey thanked Tracy Michles for the great job she is doing overseeing the meal planning; 
Pontifex has visited and is impressed; they will share their excess food items with us.  The Soup Kitchen is feeding     
35-50 people.  St. Mark Lutheran has 2 groups who will now volunteer at the Soup Kitchen. 

• Maureen invited women of Grace to attend the Eastern Conference Women’s Spring Gathering that will take place     
Saturday, April 26 at St. Mark Lutheran, Fremont 

With Thanksgiving! 

A quick word of thanks to everyone who helped make our first Holy Week together a joyous  
celebration! There are so many of you to thank, and if I missed your name, my apologies. However,  
special thanks are due to Heather Hawn and Tracy Michles for all their work in making our Maundy 
Thursday worship experience a wonderful reality! Thanks to all of our Passion Readers who shared 
in our Good Friday service and to Mike Schalk for his gifts with percussion. Thanks to Tom Coe for 
the beautiful floral spray that now decorates the Easter Cross and to Peggy Rutherford and Cecilia 
Boucher for the palms and lilies. Let’s not forget the tireless work of the staff and altar guild in all the 
behind-the-scenes activities that take place week to week. Lastly, thank you to all of you for your 
faithfulness as we journeyed with Christ to the cross, grave, and the open tomb as we shared in  
worship together! 

Pastor Bailey 



CONTACT INFORMATION  
 

Pastor Clayton J. Bailey, Senior Pastor 
 pastorcbailey@gmail.com 
Maureen Pump, Synod Authorized Minister 
 maureenpump2022@gmail.com 
Nathan Leonard, Organist/Choir Director 
 nateykeys@gmail.com 
Linda Baumer, Office/Financial Administrator 
 gracefremont@yahoo.com 
Tricia Dabrunz, Secretary/Receptionist 
 dabrunztricia@yahoo.com 
Heather Hawn, Youth Minister 
 HeatherRHawn@gmail.com 
Andrea Hirt, Director Noah’s Ark Preschool 
 noahsark.fremont@gmail.com 
 
 

         WORSHIP SERVICES 
 

Saturday - 4:00 p.m. 
Sunday - 9:00 a.m. 

Grace Lutheran Church                                                                                     
705 West State Street                                                                                           
 Fremont, OH  43420 
 
Return Service Requested 
 
 
 
 

Non-Profit 
Paid 

Fremont, OH 
Permit #133 

 

DEADLINE FOR NEWSLETTER  
ARTICLESIS WEDNESDAY,  

MAY 14, 2025 
 

The newsletter will be  
assembled on  

Wednesday, May 21, 2025. 
 

Please note the change of date!  

 

              OFFICE HOURS 
 Monday - Thursday: 9 am - 4 pm 

 Friday: 9 am - 1 pm 

 

MAY 11, 2025 





  
  

  1 
 

 11:30 Soup Kitchen 

2 
 

3 
 
4:00 Worship/Communion/  
            Noisy Offering/Bridge of  
             Hope Food Pantry 
             Collection 
 
 
 
 

4 
  

NOISY OFFERING/BRIDGE  
OF HOPE FOOD PANTRY  

COLLECTION 
 
9:00 Worship/Communion/Kids Zone 
10:15 Youth Committee Meeting -  
            Library 
Noon - 1 Confirmation at Grace 

5 
 
9:00 Project Day 
  
1:00 Women’s Bible Study with  
            Maureen 
 
 
  

6 
 

  

7 
 
2:30 Worship Planning  
 
5:00 SLAM with Maureen 
6:00 Kids Club 
6:00 Big Kid Conversations  
           With Pr. Bailey 
6:30 Chancel Choir 

8 
 

11:30 Soup Kitchen 
  
 

9 
 
 
  
 
 

10 
 
 
4:00 Worship/Communion 
                        
 
 

11 
  
 

9:00 Worship/Communion/Kids Zone   
10:15 Listening with a Second Ear 
                  with Pr. Bailey 
  

12 
 
1:00 Women’s Bible Study with  
            Maureen 
 
  
6:00 Executive Board Meeting 
7:00 Church Council 
 
  

 13 
 
11:30 - 1:00 Staff Development -     
                  Office Closed 
 
 
 
 

14   
G & T DEADLINE/ 

LAST SPIRIT 
 

5:00 SLAM with Maureen 
6:00 Kids Club 
 
6:00 Missions/Outreach Meeting 

15 
  

 
11:30 Soup Kitchen 
 
 
6:00 Grace Gathers at  
           The Chateau Vineyard &  
            Winery, Helena 

16 
  

  
 

17 
 
10:15 A Dog’s Purpose at  
          Paramount in Memory of  
                 Paige Russell 
 
4:00 Worship/Communion/Food   
               Pantry Challenge 

18 
  

FOOD PANTRY CHALLENGE 
(Oatmeal & Cereal) 

 
9:00 Worship/Communion/Kids  
                 Zone 
Noon - 1:00 Confirmation at  
                     St. John’s 
 

19 
 
9:00 Project Day  
1:00 Women’s Bible Study with  
            Maureen 
2:00 Bookworms - Lounge 
6:00 Spousal Grief Support  

20 
 
11:00 Virtual Bookworms 
 
2:30 Joy Circle 
 
 

21 
 

 G & T ASSEMBLED 
 

Please note the change of date!  

22 
 
11:30 Soup Kitchen 
 
 
6:30 Noah’s Ark Graduation 
 

23 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 

24 
 
4:00 Worship/Communion 
  
  

25 
  

9:00 Worship/Communion/Kids  
                 Zone 
 
 

26 
 
 
 
 
 

 
OFFICE CLOSED 

 
  

27 
 
 
 5:30 Juggling Act at The Garrison 

28 
 

 

29 
 
11:30 Soup Kitchen 

30 
 

6:00 Wedding Rehearsal and 
             Dinner in Dining Room 

31 
 

2:00 Ohms/Gasser Wedding 
 
4:00 Worship/Communion 

         SUNDAY         MONDAY         TUESDAY           Wednesday        Thursday            Friday     Saturday 

2025 


