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Palm Sunday - March 24 
Worship at 9AM 

Palms, Music, Holy Communion 
First Communion will be celebrated during worship. 

Maundy Thursday Worship 
Thursday, March 28 at 6:30pm 

Holy Communion 
Stripping of the Altar 

 
 

Good Friday - March 29 
Tenebrae Service at 6:30pm 

A service of darkness. 

Easter Sunday - March 31 
Celebrate our Risen Lord!              

Worship at 9AM   
Music, Holy Communion 

Easter Breakfast served 8-8:45am 
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Welcome to "Grace Stories", where each month, a Grace member will share their inspirational 
story with you! We hope you will enjoy getting to know your fellow Grace members!   

Connie Amor is Addicted to Volunteering! 

People get addicted to negative things because it makes 

them feel good. Connie Amor is addicted to volunteering for 

the same reason. Giving my time to serve in my church 

makes me feel good and it just gets in your blood. You want 

to do more and more! 

This addiction all started for Connie when her daughters, Liza 

and Kelly, were just little girls. Connie was raised at St. John’s 

but was not active there. Her father-in-law at the time, 

Wayne Graham, told her to be ready on Sunday morning        

because he was picking Connie and the girls up and they 

were going to Sunday School. Connie was ready that Sunday 

and it began a journey into volunteering that Connie still 

thrives on today. 

It was not long before Connie joined Grace and was helping 

in the Sunday School office and volunteering with the snacks 

for Vacation Bible School.  

From there Connie taught Sunday School for 10 years and volunteered in the nursery.  By this time the      

volunteering bug was in her blood. 

The next opportunity brought to Connie was to run for Church Council.  She was elected and has served  

every time she was eligible since the late 1990s filling positions such as vice-president, treasurer, and         

secretary. Why does Connie find serving on the Church Council so fulfilling?  “I love it because you represent 

your fellow members, know what is going on behind the scenes, and are part of a close-knit group of people 

who care about the future of Grace Lutheran Church.”  Connie has also served on the Missions/Outreach 

committee since becoming a member of Church Council.  

When Connie is out and about in the community and has the opportunity to tell others about her church, 

she tells them what a welcoming congregation we are. It is like a family. We have traditions we love, but we 

are also open to change. Being a member of Grace Lutheran and serving wherever and whenever I can has 

helped me grow spiritually. I am more aware of the power of God at work in me and working through me. 

Connie looks forward to worship and says she finds great peace and a feeling of family in our sanctuary.  

There is no question many people find addictions to negative things that make them feel good. But Connie 

has found an addiction to volunteering that makes her feel good and hopes more people find the same thing 

she has as they give their time to serving here at Grace and in the community.  



  

 
    
 
 
 

 
In 1874, a Lutheran congregation was established by Norwegian immigrants on the west 

side of interstate Lake Hendricks, which was then Dakota Territory. The new congregation was 
named Singsaas, as most of the charter members had immigrated from the small Norwegian              
village of Singsås, located about 50 miles south of the larger city of Trondheim. 

Among those immigrants who joined that congregation were both sets of my paternal                
great-grandparents, who are buried in the cemetery which surrounds the church on three sides. By 
1900, a village on the east (and Minnesota) side of Lake Hendricks was incorporated and assumed 
the same name as the lake. 

The Singsaas congregation was instrumental in creating a second congregation in the              
village of Hendricks, which was named First. This is the congregation in which I was baptized,             
confirmed, and ordained as a pastor. From its beginning in 1900, First and Singsaas shared a          
pastor, until 2010 when Singsaas voted to leave the ELCA. 

Since departing the ELCA, Singsaas found it difficult to find a pastor. Eventually, a               
charismatic nondenominational pastor was called, who dramatically changed everything at                
Singsaas, including its constitution and statement of faith. This has meant a total repudiation of its 
Lutheran identity. The pastor, whose name is Jason, has ruled with a dictatorial style, freely                    
expelling from church membership life-long members who disagree with him or challenge his                
leadership. 

A major controversy erupted several years ago when the congregation, under Jason’s                
leadership, attempted to gain control of the Singsaas Cemetery Association’s (SCA) significant  
financial assets. SCA is an independent corporation, separate from the congregation. Gun toting 
guards were posted at the door of the church where an SCA annual meeting was being held. You 
can read more about this unfortunate story here: http://simp.ly/p/zDsH0c 

Former members of this congregation, some of whom have been expelled, others who have 
left, many of whom I grew up with and some are cousins, grieve the loss of their congregation. For 
them it all began to unravel when the congregation voted to leave the ELCA. The ELCA Model 
Constitution for Congregations guarantees that those who want to remain Lutheran, even if that 
group is in the minority, retain title to the property. 

Remaining in the ELCA also ensures that only candidates who undergo rigorous screening 
as candidates for rostered ministry, and thorough biblical, theological, and pastoral training, are 
certified for call to an ELCA congregation or ministry. 

The Grace Call Committee recently experienced a big disappointment. A candidate who 
they had interviewed several times including in person, was deemed a good fit for Grace, and was 
informed that he would be recommended to the congregation for call. The candidate discerned  
that the Holy Spirit was not calling him to Grace. His gifts for ministry will be used in another               
congregation. 

But Grace can be assured that eventually the Holy Spirit will bring a pastoral candidate and 
Grace congregation together. A call will be issued, and the call will be accepted. And all will know 
that the right fit has been found.  

DID YOU KNOW THAT THERE IS FINANCIAL HELP FOR MEMBERS? If you could use a little help 
with rent, a house payment, utilities, medical bills or living expenses, help is available. My Brother’s 
Keeper is a member-to-member ministry found here at Grace. Everything is kept confidential. If you 
find yourself in need of help in one of the areas mentioned and you are a member of Grace, contact 
Maureen by calling the church office, 419-332-1558. 
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http://simp.ly/p/zDsH0c


FOOD PANTRY  
CHALLENGE                

Bring your donations to                
worship on April 20 & 21. This 
month we will collect cans of 
tuna, SPAM, chicken, ham, and 

vegetables.  
 

A special thank you to Jan Harris for taking 
our gifts to the Food Pantry each month.  
 
Please place your donations in the grocery carts that 
are located in the Narthex and by the Baker Street    
entrance. At the request of the food pantry no glass 
jars. 
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JUGGLING ACT - Family, 
career, social life, taking care of a 
home, are many of the things that  
women juggle every day.                 
Sometimes it’s nice to gather 
around a meal that is being served 
to you and chat with other women who are also 
juggling the demands of life. Juggling Act meets 
at 5:30 pm on the fourth Tuesday of the month. 
We will meet on March 26 and April 23. If you 
plan to  attend please call the church office, 419-
332-1558. Hope to see you there! 

GRACE GATHERS is a fellowship group that 
meets monthly. The next gathering will be on  
April 18 at 6 pm we will meet at the Chateau 
Vineyard & Winery in Helena. Please call the 
church office if you plan to attend.  

BIBLE STUDIES WITH MAUREEN take 
place on Mondays at 1 pm in the lounge and 
Tuesdays at 1 pm via Zoom with Christine 
Schneider-Smith. These groups continue with a 
study called Women Like Us. Contact Maureen 
for the Zoom link by emailing her at maureen-
pump2022@gmail.com 

GRIEF SUPPORT will meet on April 15 at      
6 pm in the lounge. This is a time when we share 
a devotion, prayer and mutual support through 
discussion. Questions? Call the church office.  

CHURCH COUNCIL NOMINATIONS  
ARE NOW BEING RECEIVED!  

If you would like to serve on Church  
Council please talk to Dave Cooper,  

Pr. Mark or Maureen. We would be happy 
to give you a job description and add your 

name to the ballot! 

Thank you! Right before Christmas Duane suddenly had symptoms that         
something was wrong. After a couple of doctor’s appointments, an MRI, and 
an endoscopy it was determined that Duane had a tumor in the pancreatic 
duct. The pathology report came back that Duane has pancreatic cancer. On 
February 7 Duane had what is thought to be one of the most drastic surgeries 
you can have, the Whipple Surgery to remove the tumor and 15 lymph nodes. 
It was a 9-hour surgery. He has amazed the doctors with how well he has   
recovered from the surgery. The good news is there was no cancer in the 
lymph nodes. The bad news is there are still some positive cells on the back 

wall that the surgeon could not get. So, in about 5 weeks Duane will begin six months of chemo 
treatments. The doctor is optimistic that Duane will handle it well, as he is otherwise very fit and 
healthy. She is optimistic that this will give Duane a healthy life to look forward to. 

Duane and I want to thank all of you for your support, love and prayers. Thank you for all the 
cards, food, gift cards, visits and kind words. You have truly shared the love of Christ with us as you 
allowed Jesus to work through you. This is a very scary time for our family but with our church      
family supporting us we are confident we will make it and are looking forward to celebrating  
Thanksgiving this year knowing Duane is cancer free.   

      

     With much love and gratitude, Duane and Maureen 



2024 YOUTH & YOUNG  
ADULT GATHERING 

Youth and young adults going to 
The Gathering will meet on the     
second Sunday of each month to 

prepare for this trip. Our next meeting will be April 14 
from 1 -  3 pm at St. John’s.   

ACOLYTES at Grace serve during 
the 9 a.m. service. We encourage 
acolytes to sign up at least once 
every other month. Please scan 
the QR code to sign up.               YOUTH COMMITTEE will meet on                  

April 9 at 6:45 pm in the youth room. 

KIDS ZONE meets during worship! Children are  
welcome to join us following the Children’s                  
message and we will return to worship before          
communion. Toddlers - 1st graders will meet with 
Penny Russell and 2nd - 5th graders will meet with 
Danielle Wagner. 
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ATTENTION PARENTS AND KIDS:  ARE YOU THINKING ABOUT SUMMER CAMP?   

Now is the time to start planning!  Summer Camp is available to all youth 2nd grade 
through High School.  If interested, please contact Heather for all the fun details! 
 

Email Heather at:  HeatherRHawn@gmail.com 

On Sunday, April 28 during the 9 am 
worship three of our youth will  

participate in the Rite of  
Confirmation. A breakfast for the 

confirmands and their families will 
be held prior to worship. 

 

CALLING ALL YOUTH!  
 

You are invited to the youth room and      
auditorium each Wednesday evening from 
6 - 7 pm to explore and play. We will have 

a short devotion and then make some 
messy crafts and play games. 
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GRACE LUTHERAN  
SCHOLARSHIP INFORMATION 

 

 
Grace Lutheran Church oversees two (2) scholarship funds 
which are available to active members of Grace Lutheran Church 
who are currently enrolled or have been accepted at a college or 
university.  

 

• The Tressel Memorial Scholarship is awarded to individuals who are majoring in 
ordained ministry, parish work, music ministry, Christian day school teacher, lay 
ministry, youth ministry, medical missionary, or any other fields of Christian                
service.  

• Grace Lutheran Church General Scholarship - Applicants must be active members 
of Grace Lutheran Church, and currently enrolled or accepted in a college or uni-
versity. No degree requirements needed. 

 

Please note: Applicants may only apply for one of the above scholarships.  
 

Applications are available in the church office or online at www.gracefremont.org. The deadline for 
submittal to the church office is MAY 1, 2024. If you have any questions, please call the church           
office, 419-332-1558.  
 

If you would like to contribute to any of these scholarship funds, you can do so through the church             
office or by using a white pew envelope and marking it ‘Tressel Memorial’, or ‘GLC General                   
Scholarship’. 
 

“JUST CHILL”  - A youth summer retreat offered to provide the 
opportunity for young people to meet in a relaxed setting.  With 
school schedules, extracurricular activities, sports, and family 
events, youth need an opportunity to “Just Chill” and see the 
goodness of God all around them.  Camp will be held at Hope-
Wood Pines in Marengo, Ohio.  The group will leave on Sunday 
afternoon, June 30, and return Wednesday afternoon, July 3.  
Youth will enjoy swimming, kayaking, archery, climbing wall, 
ziplining, low ropes, hiking, campfire worship, team building,        
and much more! 

“Just Chill” is for youth who will be entering the 6th grade in 
the fall of 2024 through those entering the 8th grade in the fall 
of 2024. 

For complete details, please contact Heather no later than April 
14. Call 419-307-1808 or email HeatherRHawn@gmail.com 



 

      
 
 

 

Noah’s Ark Preschool children and their families are so excited for the new                
bathrooms. They look wonderful and we couldn’t be happier with everyone’s             
contributions to make this happen!  
     We are currently having a fundraiser to raise money for the end of year party. We 
are selling the World’s Finest Chocolate Bars for $1.  
     We are almost done with the letters of the alphabet, and we will be moving on to 
writing numbers and learning sight words. 
    We are currently enrolling for the next school year, and we are setting up tours, so if 
you or someone you know is interested in Noah’s Ark please give them our                          
information.  

Andrea Hirt, Administrator 
Noah’s Ark Preschool 

 
Email: Andrea Hirt at noahsark.fremont@gmail.com 
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SUNDAY, APRIL 14 ~ 12:30 - 5:30 PM 
at Pottery Perfection 

206 S. Front St., Fremont 
567-342-2207 

The cost is $20 per person (non-refundable)  
and registration is required. Pick a piece to 
paint and the registration fee will be applied 
to the cost of your pottery. Don’t worry if you 
pick something that is more than the cost of 
registration you can just pay the difference 
when you check out at the end of the event. 
Please feel free to come and go through out 
the day. 
 

Snacks will be available to purchase or you 
may bring your own snacks and beverages 

(non-alcoholic only). 

This event will also feature karaoke by  
No Judgement Zone Karaoke.  



LIFT to Celebrate Easter 
Vigil on March 30 

LIFT will celebrate the Easter Vigil on 
March 30 at 7 PM at St. Mark  Lutheran 
Church in Fremont.  In the early centuries of Christianity, 
baptisms were only performed at one time a year—Easter 
Vigil. Persons new to Christianity—catechumens—were           
baptized at the Easter Vigil and welcomed into the faith. In 
preparation, the catechumens would have a period of  
preparation, usually involving prayer, fasting, and acts of  
charity. This time became Lent. For our LIFT vigil, we’ll start 
outside around the fire, then process inside with candles to 
hear creative retellings of salvation Bible stories. We’ll               
remember our Baptism and celebrate Holy Communion.  

LIFT NEWS: APRIL ‘24 
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LIFT (Living in Faith Together) is a collaboration of congregations in the Fremont area, including                        
Emmanuel, Faith, Grace, St. John’s, and St. Mark Lutheran Churches and Hayes Memorial UMC. Our 
mission priorities are: Being present in the community, witnessing to God’s love, hearing the needs,    
serving our neighbor, and striving for justice.  

Welcome, Pastor Andrea Thurston! 
LIFT welcomes a new pastoral leader to Hayes Memorial United Methodist Church. A 
Fremont native, Pastor Andrea Thurston had been serving Trinity United Methodist Church in 
Fremont. This month, she begins serving both congregations. 



APRIL BIRTHDAYS 
 

Happy Birthday to those who are celebrating 75 years and more! 
 

April 5    Judith Burkett                    792 Rambo Lane 
April 5    Juanita Patynko                 536 Lime St. 
April 7    Patricia  Bristley                            412 S. Jefferson St. 
April 8    Nancy Souder                          2459 Buckland Ave. 
April 13   Kenneth Smith                               15 Westwood Dr. 
April 15   Gary Haubert        381 St. Rt. 635, Helena 43435 
April 19   Lorna Garn             1702 N. Union St., Fostoria 44830 
April 22   Tanya Schling                             822 Bush St. 
April 24   Susanne Adams                     1503 Co. Hwy. 36, Sycamore 44882 
April 26   Suzanne Brickner             1501 McPherson Blvd. 
April 26   Susanne Wing            51 Lisa Ann Dr. 
April 27   Sharon Radsick                  746 S. Co. Rd. 232 
April 27   Paul Thatcher II         912 E. Perry St. Port Clinton, 43452 

 

   April 15, 1962 - Eugene & Nancy Mills,  
                                  1677 Celek Dr. 
   April 15, 1972 - Connie & Dick Wasserman,  
                                 452 Co. Rd. 88, Helena 43435 
   April 19, 1964 - Roger & Patricia Otermat,  
                        1416 Co. Rd. 116 
   April 23, 1960 - Bob & Joyce Wickert,  
                          2375 McGormley 
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To those couples celebrating 50  
or more years of wedded bliss! 

      
 
 

I was born and raised a Presbyterian and spent almost fifty 
years in a church music career as a Presbyterian, but  
Christians everywhere sing hymns in worship for the same 
reasons, as Luther said, to express our praise to God, to 

teach us theological doctrine, and help us grow in a relationship with God. Luther went so far as to say, “Next 
to the Word of God, music deserves the highest praise.” That’s pretty strong stuff and warrants our attention! 
     Not only are we giving our praise to God, but the words of the hymns we are singing shape our beliefs, 
inform our beliefs and how we live. In addition to the Scriptures and the sermon we listen to, we then sing, 
embody, breathe the words of the hymns and liturgical music as we move through the service. The first hymn 
is a hymn of praise; the second hymn is a hymn that comments on the Gospel reading; the Communion 
hymns, of course, talk about the Table, bread and wine; and finally the Sending hymn takes us out into the 
world with the message of the day in our hearts, fortified by the hymns we have just sung. 
    Our hymns are chosen each month by a hymn-loving group who consider many different factors as we sit 
around a table and prayerfully look at Bible and Hymnal. It is a wonderful experience to hear different ideas 
expressed. One idea that I would like to try in the coming months is a once-a-month pre-worship hymn-sing. 
On the second Sunday of each month you the congregation could bring your favorite hymn to sing a couple 
of verses before church. We could practice singing with great gusto and joy! 
 

Susan Barker, Organist/Choir Director 



 
NOISY OFFERING is received the first weekend of each month. The next          

collection will be April 6 & 7. Collections for the 2nd quarter will be given to 
Bridge of Hope Food Pantry. First quarter Noisy Offerings totaled $578.02.   

“THANK YOU” to everyone who helps make a JOYFUL NOISE each month! 

CHURCH COUNCIL  -  Minutes March 11, 2024 
 

• Call Committee Update:  in-person visit was held; candidate decided to decline. Call Committee remains positive 
and the search continues. 

• Nominating Committee seeking nominees to run for Church Council. Elections will be held May 4/5, 2024. 
• Christian Missions/Outreach - Noisy offering for third quarter will be donated to Bridge of Hope Food Pantry 
• Christian Worship:  no change to Maundy Thursday service; real candles will be used on Palm Sunday & Easter 

Sunday 
• Christian Property:  motion made to install new hardware on Narthex doors (State St.) to eliminate the use of the 

orange bars; seeking quotes for security system; recirc pump seals on the boiler have been replaced; MIDI on 
organ in complete; scouts to help with spring clean-up on church grounds 

• Christian Stewardship: volunteer job descriptions, volunteer recruitment, Build a Bed project are current topics of 
discussion 

• Christian Youth/Growth: youth made hand made candy boxes for Call Committee and Council members as a 
“thanks for all you do”; approved request of $100/youth to attend “Just Chill” youth retreat at HopeWood Pines 
June 30-July 3, 2024. 
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CRAFT & CROP FUNDRAISER - Saturday, April 6;   9AM - 7PM 
 

Grace Lutheran Church, 705 W. State Street, Fremont 
Admission $15 at the door. Tables - first come, first served. 
Enter through Baker St. doors & follow signs to Auditorium; elevator 
available.  Donations accepted for Crafter’s Garage Sale table.  All 
items by donation with all proceeds to Soup Kitchen.  Lunch on your 
own; fridge & microwave available.  Payment due on day of event.  
RSVP’s appreciated, but not required.  For more info, call Heather at 
419-307-1808 or email HeatherRHawn@gmail.com 



CONTACT INFORMATION  
 

Pastor Mark Bogen, Intentional Interim 
 mark@bogen.org 
Maureen Pump, Synod Authorized Minister 
 maureenpump2022@gmail.com 
Susan Barker, Organist/Choir Director 
 susanelizabethbarker@gmail.com 
Linda Baumer, Office/Financial Administrator 
 gracefremont@yahoo.com 
Tricia Dabrunz, Secretary/Receptionist 
 dabrunztricia@yahoo.com 
Heather Hawn, Youth Minister 
 HeatherRHawn@gmail.com 
Andrea Hirt, Director Noah’s Ark Preschool 
 noahsark.fremont@gmail.com 
 
 

         WORSHIP SERVICES 
 

Saturday - 4:00 p.m. 
Sunday - 9:00 a.m. 

Grace Lutheran Church                                                                                     
705 West State Street                                                                                           
 Fremont, OH  43420 
 
Return Service Requested 
 
 
 
 

Non-Profit 
Paid 

Fremont, OH 
Permit #133 

 
 

DEADLINE FOR NEWSLETTER  
ARTICLES 

IS WEDNESDAY,  
APRIL 17, 2024 

 

The newsletter will be  
assembled on  

Thursday, April 25, 2024 
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              OFFICE HOURS 
 Monday - Thursday: 9:00 am - 4:00 pm 
 Friday: 9:00 am - 1:00 pm 

 

Please note: 
 
 
 

the 
CHURCH OFFICE  
WILL BE CLOSED 

On Monday  
APRIL 1 and    

Monday APRIL 8. 





 1 2 
  
 
11:00 Worship Committee Meeting  
           - Lounge 

3 
 
 

11:00 Stewardship Committee 
             Meeting - Lounge 

 4 
 
 

11:30 Soup Kitchen 
 
5:30 Missions/Outreach  
        Meeting at The Garrison 

5 
 

 

6 
 
9 - 7:00 Craft & Crop Fundraiser, 
               Auditorium 
 
 
4:00 Worship/Communion/ 
            Noisy Offering/Baptism 

7 
 

NOISY OFFERING 
  

9:00 Worship/Communion/Kids Zone 
10:15 Confirmation 

8 
 
 
 
 
6:00 Scouts - Parent Meeting 

9 
 

 
 
6:00 Executive Board Meeting 
6:45 Youth Committee -   
            Youth Room 
7:30 Church Council 
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SPIRIT RETURNS 
 
5:00 Meal 
6:00 Open Youth Room 
6:00 SLAM 
6:00 Bible Study with Pr. Mark 
6:30 Chancel Choir 
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11:30 Soup Kitchen 
 
 

12 
 
 
  
 
  
 
 

13 
 
 
4:00 Worship/Communion  
           
 
 

14 
 
9:00 Worship/Communion/Baptism/ 
           Kids Zone 
                
10:15 Confirmation 
 
1 - 3:00 Youth Gathering Meeting at  
                St. John’s 
 
 

15  
 
9:00 Project Day 
 
1:00 Bible Study - Lounge 
  
6:00 Grief Support 
 
6:00 Den Meeting 
 
 

 16 
 
 
 
1:00 Bible Study via Zoom 
 
2:30 Joy Circle 

17  
  

G & T DEADLINE 
 

4:00 VBS Planning Meeting 
5:00 Meal 
6:00 Open Youth Room 
6:00 LWR Quilting 
6:00 SLAM 
6:00 Bible Study with Pr. Mark 
6:30 Chancel Choir 

18 
 
 
11:30 Soup Kitchen 
 
 6:00 Grace Gathers, Chateau  
         Vineyard & Winery, Helena 
 
            
 

19 
 

 

20 
 
4:00 Worship/Communion/Food  
            Pantry Challenge 

21 
 

FOOD PANTRY CHALLENGE 
(canned meats or vegetables)  

 
9:00 Worship/Communion/Kids Zone 
10:15 Confirmation 
 

22 
 
 
1:00 Bible Study - Lounge 
 
6:00 Den Meeting 

23 
 
 
1:00 Bible Study via Zoom 
 
 5:30 Juggling Act - The Garrison 

24 
 

5:00 Meal 
6:00 Open Youth Room 
6:00 SLAM 
6:00 Bible Study with Pr. Mark 
6:30 Chancel Choir 

25 
 

G & T ASSEMBLED 
 
11:30 Soup Kitchen 
 

   

26 
 

6 - 8 Family Night - Lego Derby 
 
 
 

 
 
 
Scout Lock - In  

27 
 
 
4:00 Worship/Communion 
  
       

28 
CONFIRMATION SUNDAY 

 
8:00 Breakfast for Confirmands &  
            Family 
 
9:00 Worship/Communion/Kids  
            Zone 
 
 

 

29 
  
  
1:00 Bible Study - Lounge 
 
  
 

30 
 
  
 
1:00 Bible Study via Zoom 
 
 

  
 

    

         SUNDAY         MONDAY         TUESDAY            Wednesday       Thursday             Friday     Saturday 

OFFICE CLOSED 2024 

OFFICE CLOSED 


