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Lent Begins 

The season of Lent is a 40-day period of preparation for Easter. It began as a period of                     
baptismal instruction for new Christians. It was their time of praying, fasting, and studying              
Scripture to be intentional about getting ready for the sacraments. Other Christians would join 
them in these spiritual practices as a sign of solidarity and discipleship. Some people use these 
40 days as a time of intentional spiritual discipline, perhaps giving up something important to 
them as a reminder of Christ’s sacrifice for us. Others use the Lenten journey as a time to take 
something on, like more intentional prayerful reflection, Bible reading, or service on behalf of 
justice. Our LIFT Congregations have many ways to grow during Lent. We will be offering a 
midweek worship opportunity with the theme of Making Change (See below for the full 
schedule). LIFT will also offer drive-thru ashes on February 14 from 8-10 AM and 3-5 PM in 
front of St. John’s as an alternative for those not able to attend an Ash Wednesday service. I 
pray that Lent is a time for all of us to learn more about Jesus and refocus on who we are as 
people of faith. — Pastor Paul Bailie 
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 In early February I will be going on a journey. On February 4, I will fly to Denver, Colorado, 
and from there will travel to Winter Park, where I will attend a continuing education event called 
Recreation and Revelation, and is held at Winter Park Mountain Lodge, across the road from           
Winter Park Ski Area. 

The event features early morning worship and lectures from Monday through Thursday, with 
the rest of the mornings and afternoons free to explore the many ski slopes at Winter Park. Each 
day concludes with dinner and another learning session with this year’s presenters, Dr.’s Kimberly 
Wagner and Mary Hinkle Shore. Wagner is a former preaching professor at Lutheran School of 
Theology Chicago, and Shore has been a New Testament professor and Dean at two of our ELCA 
seminaries. 

Any long-distance trip requires a significant amount of preparation. My airline tickets have 
been purchased, and travel from the airport to Winter Park has been arranged. I have reserved 
equipment for four days of skiing -- skis, boots, poles, and a helmet.  

On the church calendar, February is the month that we conclude our observance of the 
Epiphany season with the Transfiguration. This year that Sunday will fall on February 11 (very           
early this year!). One could say that the Transfiguration was a major part of Jesus’ preparation for 
the journey that he would take to Jerusalem and to the cross, to suffer and die there as Messiah.  
  I remember when I was a kid, my brother, Phil, who was two years older than I, would go off 
with his friends to play. And I remember wanting so much to go along with him, to be a part of 
whatever fun that he and his friends had planned. I used to say, “Phil, take me with you!” In the 
same way, as we begin the season of Lent, as Jesus begins his journey to Jerusalem, I hope that 
we can have that same desire to go along, and for us to say, “Jesus, take me with you.”  
 But if we want Jesus to take us with him, we need to be ready for a personal 
“transfiguration.” Some of you may remember Dag Hammarskjold, a Swede who was Secretary 
General of the UN from 1953 until his tragic death in a plane crash in 1961. A book Hammarskold 
wrote during his time in office has the title “Markings,” and is regarded as a spiritual diary. He was 
a strong believer in the mystery of life and the mysteriousness of God. Early in the book he writes 
this reflection:  

"Summoned to carry it; alone to assay it; chosen to suffer it; free to deny it. I saw for one 
moment the sail in the sun storm, far off on a wave crest alone, bearing from land. For one 
moment, I saw….”  

And then he continues: 
"From that moment, when I said Yes to Someone, I knew for sure that my life, in self-

surrender, had meaning and had a goal."  
Hammarskjold could not necessarily name that moment, but for him it was transformational. 

We could also use the word “transfigurative.” That may be true for us as well, where we had a           
visionary moment in our life, and we cannot pinpoint the exactness of the time of that moment, but 
we knew that our life had a meaning and a goal. We knew that God had called us for a purpose, 
for a destiny in this world, and that we surrendered ourselves to a purpose larger than ourselves. 
            So, I wonder: in the story of the Transfiguration, was it Jesus who changed or was it John, 
James, and Peter who were changed, and could now see the face of God shining in the man they 
knew? When they came down from the mountaintop, did they surrender themselves to a purpose 
larger than themselves? 
            That becomes a crucial question for us, too, as we come down from the Mount of               
Transfiguration, and begin our Lenten journey, as we travel with Jesus to Jerusalem and the cross. 
That journey will begin on February 14, Ash Wednesday, as we humble ourselves a bit, and allow 
ourselves to be marked with an ashen cross. In so doing, we are reminded not only of our              
mortality, but from whence the hope of eternal life comes. I hope that it can be for us a time when 
we travel with Jesus, and experience “transfiguration.” 
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FOOD PANTRY CHALLENGE                
Bring your donations to worship on              
February 17 & 18. This month 
we will collect noodles, sauce, 
rice, and mac & cheese. Thank 
you to Jan Harris for                
delivering three boxes of food to 
the Food Pantry.  
 

Please place your donations in the grocery carts that 
are located in the Narthex and by the Baker Street           
entrance.  
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JUGGLING ACT - Family, career, social 
life, taking care of a home, are many of the 
things that  women juggle every day. Sometimes 
it’s nice to gather around a meal that is being 
served to you and chat with other women who 
are also juggling the demands of life. Juggling 
Act meets at 5:30 pm on the fourth Tuesday of 
the month. We will meet on February 27. If you 
plan to  attend please call the church office, 419-
332-1558. Hope to see you there! 

DID YOU KNOW THAT THERE IS FINANCIAL 
HELP FOR MEMBERS? If you could use a little 
help with rent, a house payment, utilities,               
medical bills or living expenses, help is                   
available. My Brother’s Keeper is a member-to-
member ministry found here at Grace.                     
Everything is kept confidential. If you find your-
self in need of help in one of the areas men-
tioned and you are a member of Grace, contact 
Maureen by calling the church office, 419-332-
1558. 

GRACE GATHERS will not meet in February. 
The next meeting will be on March 21 at 6 pm.   
Questions call the church office at 419-332-1558. 

WORLD HUNGER APPEAL - Included in 

this mailing is an envelope for ELCA WORLD         
HUNGER. During the month of February, we lift up 
hunger around the world. Please use this envelope 
for your gift to World Hunger. ELCA World Hunger 
responds to neighbors around the corner and 
around the world. 

BIBLE STUDIES WITH MAUREEN take place on Mondays at 1 pm in the lounge and Tuesdays 
at 1 pm via Zoom with Christine Schneider-Smith. These groups have started a study called Women 
Like Us. Contact Maureen for the Zoom link by emailing her at maureenpump2022@gmail.com 

LITTLE FREE LIBRARY - Pack 302 has refurbished 
an old newspaper stand to use as a Free Library 
here at Grace. It is located at the Baker Street              
entrance. There are books for all ages. Please feel 
free to help yourself to some “new to 
you” reading material or drop off an old 
favorite to share with someone new! 
Books may be returned to any of the 
free libraries in Fremont: Wendt Key, 
Fremont Rec Center, St. Mark’s, or ABC 
Day Care Center. 

BOOKWORMS will meet on 
March 25 at 2 pm in the lounge 
to discuss Resurrection Walk 
(from Lincoln Lawyer series) by        
Michael Connelly. If you would 
like to participate virtually please 
email Maureen at maureen-
pump2022@gmail.com and she 
will send you the Zoom link for the meeting 
on March 26 at 11 am. 

GRIEF SUPPORT WILL NOT MEET IN               
FEBRUARY. This group will meet again on 
March 18 at 6 pm in the lounge. This is a time 
when we share a devotion, prayer and mutual 
support through discussion. Questions? Call the 
church office.  



2024 YOUTH & YOUNG  
ADULT GATHERING 

 
ELCA Youth & Young Adult     
Gathering will be held in New              
Orleans July 16 - 20, 2024 and 
there is still time to register! 
The deadline to register is 

February 14. Contact Heather Hawn for more information. 
Youth that have registered to attend the Gathering we will 
meet on the second Sunday of each month to prepare for 
this trip. Our next meeting will be February 11 1 - 3 pm 
at St. John’s. For more information about this event visit 
https://www.elca.church/gathering or contact Heather-
RHawn@gmail.com.  

ACOLYTES at Grace serve during 
the 9 a.m. service. We encourage 
acolytes to sign up at least once 
every other month. Please scan 
the QR code to sign up.               
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YOUTH COMMITTEE will meet on                  
February 12 at 7 pm in the youth room. 

KIDS ZONE meets during worship! Children are  
welcome to join us following the Children’s                  
message and we will return to worship before          
communion. Toddlers - 1st graders will meet with 
Penny Russell and 2nd - 5th graders will meet with 
Danielle Wagner. 

 
 

INSTRUMENTS OF PEACE will  now meet in 
the Sunday school hallway from 5:45 -               
6:30 pm.   
 

OPEN YOUTH ROOM & AUDITORIUM - 
Youth and children are invited to explore and 
play in the youth room and auditorium from 
6:30 - 7:30 pm. You are welcome to bring 
games to play while you hang out with 
friends. 

INSTRUMENTS OF PEACE NEEDS YOUR HELP! 
We are looking for someone with musical talents to 
lead this group of children and help them grow in 
their love of music. This group meets each  
Wednesday from 5:45 - 6:30 pm. If you are                      
interested please contact Heather by email at 
HeatherRHawn@gmail.com 

https://www.elca.church/gathering
mailto:HeatherRHawn@gmail.com
mailto:HeatherRHawn@gmail.com
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LIFT NEWS: FEBRUARY ‘24 
FOOD PANTRY VOLUNTEERS NEEDED - LIFT’s Bridge of Hope Food Pantry, which is 
housed at Hayes Memorial United Methodist Church, is looking for                       
volunteers to help at the pantry during this time of transition. Help is needed on 
Mondays from 1:30 - 5 pm and Thursdays from 10 - 11:30 am. This volunteer             
position requires a minimal amount of set up before the pantry opens and clean up 
after the pantry closes. This is a great opportunity to make connections with  people 
in our community. LIFT congregations generous donations of food, money and            
volunteers  has enabled the Bridge of Hope to share the love of God with our            
community. To volunteer  contact Pastor Paul Bailie (440-477-3641), scan the QR code or online at 
https://www.signupgenius.com/go/60B084AA9A722A5FE3-47032631-lift 

 
 
 

 

It has been a cold start to the new year, but we are still moving along nicely. We had a 
wonderful visit form Mailman Sonny and he read us his third book, which will be re-
leased soon to the public. 
 

We just enrolled 2 new students in our 3-year-old class for this year and are in the 
works of possibly adding one more 4-year-old.  This would make our classes full! 
 

We are also starting to enroll for next year so if anyone is interested please let us 
know. I have already met with a few new parents. Once we hit our max I will be           
forming a waiting list, and we will go from there.   
 

I would love to thank everyone for their continued support and dedication to this  
preschool. We are very excited about where things are going and can't wait to see how 
it continues in the future.  
 

Thank you for your continued support of the preschool! 
Andrea Hirt, Administrator 
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Seeking Bridge of Hope Coordinator 
 
LIFT is searching for a part 
time employee to serve as 
coordinator for Bridge of 
Hope, a ministry of LIFT that 
includes a food pantry and 
outreach to the migrant 
community.  
Send resumes to Pastor Paul Bailie 
(bailiepaul@gmail.com). Find the full job  
description with the code or at 
lift_bridge_of_hope_coordinatior_position_des
cription_2023.pdf  

LIFT Ash  

Wednesday  

Worship Times 
 
 

Faith Lutheran:  7 PM 
Grace Lutheran:   

 5 PM Meal and 6:30 Worship 
Hayes Memorial UMC:     

6 PM Meal & 6:30 PM Worship 
               St. John’s Lutheran:   

10:30 AM & 7 PM 
St. Mark:  7 PM 

https://liftchurches.us17.list-manage.com/track/click?u=65341a1ebf2b0e41f4e093325&id=e136da704b&e=587c463803
mailto:bailiepaul@gmail.com
http://www.liftchurches.org/uploads/4/2/4/8/42486255/lift_bridge_of_hope_coordinatior_position_description_2023.pdf
http://www.liftchurches.org/uploads/4/2/4/8/42486255/lift_bridge_of_hope_coordinatior_position_description_2023.pdf


Thank you to the members of Grace               
Lutheran Church, for your wonderful              
support of Grace Lutheran Church  Women 
and their projects that benefit Lutheran 
World Relief. This past year the GLCW 
dreamt of sending 20 personal care kits, 20 
baby care kits and many quilts to LWR. A 
request for supplies was sent out to our 
congregation and through your generosity 
those requests were filled. After all of your 
donations were collected, we had a               
fantastic packing day! Because of your  
generosity we had enough supplies to pack 
16 baby care kits and 24 personal care kits, 
along with 31 quilts.  
 
Thank you for your faithful support of these 
projects and your continued generosity of 
GLCW’s mission work. 
 

Sincerely, 
Jan Harris, GLCW President 

 
 

Thank you to the following people who 
gave their time and talents to make our 
sanctuary beautiful during Christmas: Greg 
& Jody Jess, Duane Pump, Charlotte Urban, 
Lynn Urban, and our custodians: Jim, 
Michaelle and Gregg. 
 
 
Thank you to all of the children who             
participated in the Christmas program,      
because of you we were able to bring           
holiday cheer to the congregation.  
 

Heather Hawn 
Director of Youth & Children’s Ministry 

FEBRUARY BIRTHDAYS 
 

Happy Birthday to those who are celebrating 75 years and more! 
 

February 6    Dorothy Dierksheide               16 Linda Dr. 
February 13    Donna Cooley                            1611 Ell Dr. 
February 22    George Dabrunz                   2017 Port Clinton Rd. 

 

 
 
 
 
February 1, 1969 - Joe & Jean Watts, 
                       117 Morrison St. 
 
February 3, 1962 -  Norman & Patricia Rife, 
  5212 St. Rt. 101, Clyde 
 
February 7, 1964 - Edwin & Laura Lamalie, 
  1519 Co. Rd. 129 
 
February 11, 1961 -  
  Clarence & Sandra Weickert, 
  318 E. Co. Rd. 89 
 
February 16, 1963 - Larry & Linda Beck 
  19 Fox Run Dr. 
 
February 24, 1968 - Steve & Patricia Lindsay, 
  2240 Smith Rd. 

To those couples celebrating 50  
or more years of wedded bliss! 
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Thank you everyone who donated socks 
for those in need in Fremont. We received 
82 pairs of socks which were bundled with 
a granola bar and a bottle of water. These 
bundles were distributed to the Soup 
Kitchen, Pontifex, Share & Care and to the 
Blessing Box at St. John’s. 
 

Heather Hawn 
Director of Youth & Children’s Ministry 



 

NOISY OFFERING is received the first weekend of each month. The 
next collection will be February 3 & 4. The Christian Missions/

Outreach Committee chooses a mission to receive the Noisy Offering 
each quarter of the year. The committee has decided that your gifts  

for the first quarter will be given to support a camp scholarship 
which will enable children from our congregation to attend a                  

Lutheran summer camp.  
The Noisy Offering collected in January totaled $181.26.  

 
“THANK YOU” to everyone who helps make a JOYFUL NOISE each month! 

CHURCH COUNCIL  -  Minutes January 8, 2024 
 

• Annual Congregational Meeting will be held Sunday, February 4, 2024 at 10:15am in the Sanctuary.  Zoom 
option will also be available. 

• Call Committee: Committee interviewed a candidate; waiting to confirm a second interview. 
• Missions/Outreach: Yellow Mission Envelopes end of year distribution of $1363 - used to purchase 23           

vaccinations for children and 27 nutrition kits through ELCA Good Gifts; CPR training class scheduled for       
Jan. 27; Family Valentine Party Feb. 11; Family Game Nite April 12 

• Worship: committee did not meet 
• Property: Chairlift has been removed; entrance door lighting and step lighting has been completed. 
• Stewardship:  moving forward with next step in Stewardship for all Seasons and will focus on volunteer                

recruitment  
• Youth/Growth:  Royal Adventure and Army Boot Camp February 10; Annual rechartering paperwork has been 

completed for Cub Scouts good through 2025; youth collecting socks for Community Building to be donated to 
homeless 

• Pr. Mark presented Covenant of Conduct which goes along with Matthew 18.  Council approved this Covenant 
for Grace Lutheran Church 

• The Fremont NAACP will host annual Martin Luther King breakfast in the dining room on January 15. 
• Fremont Girl Scouts will host drive-thru cookie sales in main parking lot beginning March 8. 
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CONTACT INFORMATION  
 

Pastor Mark Bogen, Intentional Interim 
 mark@bogen.org 
Maureen Pump, Synod Authorized Minister 
 maureenpump2022@gmail.com 
Linda Baumer, Office/Financial Administrator 
 gracefremont@yahoo.com 
Tricia Dabrunz, Secretary/Receptionist 
 dabrunztricia@yahoo.com 
Heather Hawn, Youth Minister 
 HeatherRHawn@gmail.com 
Andrea Hirt, Director Noah’s Ark Preschool 
 noahsark.fremont@gmail.com 
 
 
 

          WORSHIP SERVICES 
 

Saturday - 4:00 p.m. 
Sunday - 9:00 a.m. 

Grace Lutheran Church                                                                                     
705 West State Street                                                                                           
 Fremont, OH  43420 
 
Return Service Requested 
 
 
 
 

Non-Profit 
Paid 

Fremont, OH 
Permit #133 

 
 

DEADLINE FOR NEWSLETTER  
ARTICLES 

IS WEDNESDAY,  
FEBRUARY 14, 2024 

 

The newsletter will be  
assembled on  

Thursday, February 22, 2024 

 

              OFFICE HOURS 
Monday - Thursday: 9:00 am - 4:00 pm 
Friday: 9:00 am - 1:00 pm 

 

NOW BOARDING 
FOR THE  
2024 - 2025  
SCHOOL YEAR! 
FOR MORE INFORMATION 
CALL THE CHURCH OFFICE. 





   
  

 1 
 

  
 
 
11:30 Soup Kitchen 

2 
 

 

3 
 
9 - 7:00  Craft & Crop -  
                Auditorium 
 
4:00 Worship/Communion/ 
            Noisy Offering 

4 
ANNUAL MEETING/ 
NOISY OFFERING 

  
9:00 Worship/Communion/Kids Zone 
10:15 Annual Meeting 

5 
 
9:00 Project Day 
 
1:00 Bible Study - Lounge 
 
6:30 Dartball at Grace 
 

6 
 

 
 
1:00 Bible Study via Zoom 
 

7 
 

  
5:00 Meal 
5:45 Instruments of Peace 
6:00 Bible Study with Pr. Mark 

8 
  

 
 
11:30 Soup Kitchen 
 
 

9 
 
 
  
 
  
 
 

10 
 
9:30 - 11 Royal Adventure Camp 
              & God’s Army  
                  Boot Camp 
 
4:00 Worship/Communion  
           
 
 

11 
SCOUT SUNDAY 

 
9:00 Worship/Communion/Kids  
               Zone 
10:15 Confirmation 
10:15 Family Valentine Party 
 
1 - 3:30 Youth Gathering Meeting at  
                St. John’s 
 
 

12  
 
1:00 Bible Study - Lounge 
 
6:30 Dartball at St. John’s 
 
6:30 Executive Board Meeting 
7:00 Youth Committee -   
            Youth Room 
7:30 Church Council 
 
 

 13 
 
11:00 Worship Committee Meeting 
 
 
1:00 Bible Study via Zoom 
 
 

14  
ASH WEDNESDAY/ 
G & T DEADLINE 

 
8 - 10 & 3 - 5 Drive Thru Ashes  
              at St. John’s 
 
5:00 Meal 
6:30 Ash Wednesday Worship 

15 
 
 
11:30 Soup Kitchen 
 
  
            
 

16 
 
Confirmation Retreat Begins 

 

17 
 
Confirmation Retreat Ends 
 
4:00 Worship/Communion/Food  
            Pantry Challenge 

18 
 

FOOD PANTRY CHALLENGE 
(spaghetti, pasta sauce,  
rice and mac & cheese)  

 
9:00 Worship/Communion/Kids Zone 
10:15 Confirmation 
 

19 
 
9:00 Project Day 
 
1:00 Bible Study - Lounge 
 
6:30 Dartball at Faith 

20 
 
 
 
1:00 Bible Study via Zoom 
 
2:30 Joy Circle 

21 
 

MID-WEEK LENT 
 
5:00 Meal 
6:30 Mid-Week Lenten Worship  

  
 

22 
 

G & T ASSEMBLED 
 

 
11:30 Soup Kitchen 

 
   

23 
 
 
 
 
 

 
  

24 
 
 
4:00 Worship/Communion 
  
       

25 
 
9:00 Worship/Communion/Kids Zone 
10:15 Confirmation 

26 
  
  
 
1:00 Bible Study - Lounge 
 
 

27 
 
 
 
1:00 Bible Study via Zoom 
 
5:30 Juggling Act - The Garrison 

28 
  

MID-WEEK LENT 
 
5:00 Meal 
6:30 Mid-Week Lenten Worship 

29  
  
 
11:30 Soup Kitchen 

    

         SUNDAY         MONDAY         TUESDAY            Wednesday       Thursday             Friday     Saturday 

2024 


