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  Look What’s Inside! 

Grace Lutheran Church   
Fremont, Ohio 
December 2023 

WEDNESDAYS IN ADVENT— December 6, 13, 20 

6:30 p.m. in the Sanctuary 
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All women are invited to be our guest at the annual Ladies Christmas Brunch on Saturday, 

December 2 from 10 a.m. - Noon in the Grace Lutheran Church Dining Room.  We have a      

delightful morning planned just for you with food, fellowship, and fun! 

As part of our festivities, we will have an ornament exchange!  We ask that each person     

attending, bring a new, unwrapped Christmas ornament. A free-will offering will be collect-

ed for the Bridge of Hope. 

Please join us!  Call in your reservation to the church office - 419-332-1558 - by Monday,        

November 27. 

Help beautify the sanctuary for Christmas!   

Christmas Poinsettias can be ordered through the church office.  

Plants are $12.50 each.  Payment and wording for the bulletin 

must accompany orders.  Deadline for orders is noon on  

Friday, December 15.   

Plants can be picked up after the 9 P.M. service on Christmas Eve. 



  

 
    

 
  
 

I’d like to begin this message by telling you about the organist at my previous interim               
congregation, St. John’s in Bellevue. Her name was Marlene Buck, and on Reformation Sunday in 
2018, we recognized her on the 60th anniversary of her service as the organist at St. John’s. Her 
six decades of faithfulness were noted during the service, and afterwards we gathered in the              
fellowship hall to continue the celebration with a dinner in her honor. 

 

One of the marks of Marlene’s service as organist at St. John’s is that over those 60 years 
she never missed a Christmas service at St. John’s. Not a single one. Not until Christmas of 2019, 
when declining health prevented her from playing. Marlene died in March of 2020 at the age of 85. 

 

I will tell this story to illustrate the role that Christmas and its celebration plays in our life as a 
congregation. We love coming to worship on Christmas Eve to a fully decorated sanctuary, 
adorned with greens and a densely lighted Christmas tree. We love singing the familiar Christmas 
carols, especially Silent Night as we light our candles in a darkened church. As we sing and the 
light increases, it’s easy for us to be overcome with emotion. It is an experience of the splendor of 
our church and its worship. Like Marlene, we want to be there every year. 

 

But beyond the splendor and beauty of a congregation’s Christmas worship we can also  
experience the negatives of life in a congregation. Disagreement, hurt feelings, unrealized            
expectations to name just a few. 

 

It is easy to forget that a congregation functions as an emotional system. Dr. Peter Steinke, 
founder of the Healthy Congregations organization and prolific writer on congregational life, puts it 
this way: “As long as people gather and interact, emotional processes occur.” To further quote Dr. 
Steinke: 

 

There are positive aspects of these processes -- joy, comfort, support, cooperation, and 
friendship. But emotional systems are innately anxious. The downside.... is the intense anxiety that 
distracts a congregation from its purpose...” 

 

Dr. Steinke’s life work was dedicated to learning how emotional systems affect                 
congregations and helping them recognize and manage anxiety. This concept of anxiety               
maintenance was central to my training as an interim pastor, in which we are encouraged to be a                 
“non-anxious presence” in our interim congregations, which is often, as the saying goes, “easier 
said than done.” 

 

Every congregation experiences anxiety, but anxiety grows during periods of transition 
when questions center on leaders: Who will be our next pastor, and how much longer do we have 
to wait? Who will be our next organist and choir director? 

 

As we enter the season of Advent and look forward to Christmas, we are reminded of the 
promise of Scripture, that a virgin will conceive and bear a son, and his name will be Emmanuel, 
which means “God with us.” 

 

Jesus is our supreme non-anxious presence, God with us, who spoke an authoritative word 
of “peace” to the elements and brought calm. And who can forget his words of assurance on               
another occasion in John 14: “Do not let your hearts be troubled…Peace I leave with you; my 
peace I give to you.” 

 

May each of you know and claim this non-anxious presence, this peace, in your lives as we 
move into and through this most holy season. 
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https://www.healthycongregations.com/


 
 
 
 
 
 

Judy Overmyer is a self-proclaimed gypsy who has come from a whole line of       
gypsies. Judy was born here in Fremont and began her faith journey in a        
Brethren congregation. Judy remembers going up for an altar call and receiving 
a new Bible that she never used because it is an original King James. Eventually 
Judy’s family went to the East Side Presbyterian Church. The summer before 
Judy’s senior year at Ross High her family decided to move to Florida. That 
might be  a hard move for a teenager going into their senior year, but Judy is a 
people person who loves adventure, so she was excited to make the move.  
Florida was wonderful and Judy planned to stay there but her family decided to 
come back to Fremont. So, after graduation Judy and her family came back to 
Fremont.  
 
 

God must have had a plan for Judy because after she came back to Fremont she  
and Larry began to date and eventually married. Larry’s family worshipped at 
what is now, Faith Lutheran, so Judy became Lutheran and began to worship at 
Faith.  Because of Larry’s work schedule which included driving the milk truck on 
Sunday mornings, Judy worshipped alone with their three boys.  
 
 

One day their son, Todd, was kicked in the ankle by a horse which meant they 
wound up in the emergency room at Memorial. It was there that they met     
Pastor Paul Fuchs, who was the pastor here at Grace at the time.  Judy was so 

impressed and grateful that Pastor Paul spent at least fifteen minutes with them that she began to visit Grace. She   
enjoyed our Christmas Eve services and felt at home at Grace from the very beginning because she knew so many       
people.  Eventually she convinced Larry to make the move from Faith to Grace and Judy the gypsy found her family of 
faith.  
 
 

As the owner/operator of a hair salon, Judy enjoyed all the people she was in contact with. After retiring Judy took       
that same interest in people and desire to serve and got more involved than she already was at Grace. Judy says her 
involvement with Altar Guild, Joy Circle, Bible Study, and Church Council give her life meaning.  
 
 

Growing up attending church, being involved in Bible studies and learning to be a person of prayer has helped her deal 
with the challenging times in her life. Having a set of twins plus another son all within three years was a challenge but 
her faith gave her strength. Judy learned to turn to and depend on prayer when she had to, what could have been life-
ending experiences. While living in Florida during her senior year in high school Judy was swimming in the gulf. It was 
right after a hurricane had passed through the area and the waves were very high and powerful. Judy began to grow 
tired of struggling against their power and was sure she was going to drown. At last, a lifeguard noticed her struggling 
and went in and saved her. After it was over, and she was safe, she realized she had allowed fear to take over and she 
had not turned to prayer.  
 
 

The second time Judy experienced this kind of experience she and Larry were coming back from Kelly’s Island.                
A nor’easter had blown in and the waves were battering the boat so much Judy was sure they would capsize.  This time 
though she turned to God immediately in prayer. She did not stop praying all the way back to the dock.  
 
 

This is how Judy feels about her faith journey. She invests in her spiritual health though worship, study, prayer and time 
with other Christians. The return on this investment is worth far more than what has been invested because Judy has a 
faith, peace and joy that is invaluable.  
 
 

Judy has the heart of a gypsy but all the travels she has taken or may take will always bring her back to her home in 
Fremont and her church home here at Grace.  
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BRAIN TEASERS 
 

1. What gets wetter and wetter the more it dries? 
2. What can you catch but not throw? 
3. What’s black and white and red all over? 
4. What gets covered in dirt but always stays clean? 

5 

Answers: 1. A towel; 2. A cold; 3. A newspaper; 4. A bar of soap 



    
REMINDER: To our friends who are heading to a warmer climate for the winter 
months, don’t forget to let the church office know your “Winter” address. We want to 
keep you updated on Grace happenings. 
 
 

(The Post Office does not forward the newsletters, so if we do not have your current 
address or if you leave an order of “Temporarily Away”, we are charged postage 
when your mail is returned to us. If this happens, it will be necessary to take your 
name off the mailing list until we are notified of your return, to prevent recurring 
charges.)  

FOOD PANTRY CHALLENGE                
Bring your donations to  
worship on December 16 & 
17. This month we will             
collect mashed potato flakes 
and noodles. A special thank 
you to Jan Harris for                
delivering three boxes of 
food to the Sandusky County 
Food Pantry in October. Please place your           
donations in the grocery carts that are located in 
the Narthex and by the Baker Street entrance.  

GRIEF SUPPORT GROUP FOR THOSE 
WHO HAVE LOST A SPOUSE - If you 
have lost your spouse and could benefit 
from the support of others who are                      
experiencing the same grief, this group is 
open to you. Join us on November 20 and            
December 18 at 6 pm in the church lounge. 
This is a time when we share a devotion, 
prayer and mutual support through                     
discussion and shared experiences. Ques-
tions? Call Maureen in the church office or 
send an email to maureen-
pump2022@gmail.com  

6 

JUGGLING ACT               
 

Family, career, social life, 
taking care of a home, are 
many of the things that  
women juggle every day. 
Sometimes it’s nice to             
gather around a meal that is     
being served to you and chat 
with other women who are 
also juggling the demands of life. Juggling Act 
meets at 5:30 pm on the fourth Tuesday of the 
month. We will meet on November 28. If you 
plan to attend please call the church office,              
419-332-1558. Hope to see you there! 

GRACE GATHERS will meet on December 21 
at 6 pm at the Chateau Vineyard and Winery, 
Helena. Come for dinner or just a drink and 
some fellowship. Questions or to make a             
reservation please contact Maureen in the church 
office at 419-332-1558 or by email at maureen-
pump2022@gmail.com  

BIBLE STUDIES WITH MAUREEN take place on Mondays at 1 pm in the lounge and Tuesdays 
at 1 pm via Zoom with Christine Schneider-Smith. These groups will be studying the book of Esther. 
Contact Maureen for the Zoom link by emailing her at maureenpump2022@gmail.com 

SUNDAY MORNING WITH MOE will take 
place each week following worship at 10:15 am. 
The group will meet in the lounge to discuss the 
gospel message for the day.  

BOOKWORMS will meet on        

November 27 at 2 pm  in the lounge to         
discuss The Glass Castle: A Memoir                     
by  Jeannette Walls. If you would like to               
participate virtually please email Maureen at  
maureenpump2022@gmail.com  and she will 
send you the Zoom link for the meeting on 
November 28 at 11 am. 



 

 

INSTRUMENTS OF PEACE will  now meet in 
the Sunday school hallway from 5:45 -               
6:30 pm. We will be working on a couple of 
pieces for our Christmas program. 
 
 

OPEN YOUTH ROOM & AUDITORIUM - 
Youth and children are invited to explore and 
play in the youth room and auditorium from 
6:30 - 7:30 pm. You are welcome to bring 
games to play while you hang out with 
friends. 

YOUTH IN GRADES 5 - 12 
are invited to a Lock-In on 
December 15  at 7:30 pm to 
December 16 at 8 am. 
Please RSVP to Heather               
by email at Heather-
RHawn@gmail.com by December 11. Watch our              
Facebook page for more details. 

2024 YOUTH & YOUNG  
ADULT GATHERING 

It’s not too late to register for the 
ELCA Youth & Young Adult     
Gathering will be held in New              
Orleans July 16 - 20, 2024. The 
Youth  Gathering is open for             

students entering 8th - those that have just completed 12th 
grade. The Young Adult gathering is open to ages 18 - 
35. For more information visit https://www.elca.church/
gathering or contact HeatherRHawn@gmail.com.  

ACOLYTES at Grace serve during 
the 9 a.m. service. We encourage 
acolytes to sign up at least once 
every other month. Please scan 
the QR code to sign up.               
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YOUTH COMMITTEE will meet on                  
December 11 at 6:45 pm in the youth room. 

KIDS ZONE meets during worship! Children are  
welcome to join us following the Children’s                  
message and we will return to worship before          
communion. Toddlers - 1st graders will meet with 
Penny Russell and 2nd - 5th graders will meet with 
Danielle Wagner. 

LITTLE FREE LIBRARY  -  Pack 302 has            
refurbished an old newspaper stand to use as a 
Free Library here at Grace. It is located at the 
Baker Street entrance. There are books for all 
ages. Please feel free to help yourself to some 
“new to you” reading material or drop off an old 
favorite to share with someone new! Books may 
be returned to any of the free libraries in 
Fremont: Wendt Key, Fremont Rec Center,  St. 
Mark’s, or ABC Day Care Center. 

YOU’RE INVITED TO THE CHILDREN’S 
CHRISTMAS PROGRAM  - THE ABC’S OF 
CHRISTMAS which will be presented during 
worship on Sunday, December 17.  

SUNDAY SMALL GROUPS will focus 
on Advent and preparing for the Christmas           
program during the month of December. 
Please note that Young Samaritans and  
Community Building will not meet this 
month. 

INSTRUMENTS OF PEACE  
NEEDS YOUR HELP!  

We are looking for someone with musical 
talents to lead this group of children and 
help them grow in their love of music. 
This group meets each Wednesday from 
5:45 - 6:30 pm. If you are interested 
please contact Heather by email at 
HeatherRHawn@gmail.com 

https://www.elca.church/gathering
https://www.elca.church/gathering
mailto:HeatherRHawn@gmail.com
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LIFT NEWS: DECEMBER ‘23 
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DECEMBER BIRTHDAYS 
 

Happy Birthday to those who are celebrating 75 years and more! 
 
December 1    Mary Nossaman                 42 Linda Dr. 
December 3    Nancy Mills              1677 Celek Dr. 
December 7    Barbara Klohn          1740 Co. Rd. 229 
December 7     Linda Wadsworth                1730 Port Clinton Rd., #52 
December 9    Richard Burkett                       1170 Muskellunge Rd. 
December 10    Nancy Laurence             699 Rambo Ln. 
December 10    Patricia Gallagher       532 S. Pennsylvania Ave. 
December 12    Edwin Lamalie         1519 Co. Rd. 129 
December 13    Thomas Antesberger           2621 St. Rt. 412 
December 13    Jean Watts         1117 Morrison St. 
December 15    Candyce Wingard           2240 E. State St. 
December 19    Wilfred Schling      822 Bush St. 
December 25    William Armstrong         2124 Martin Ave. 
December 26    Judy Overmyer          541 Elizabeth St. 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
December 1, 1962 - Ronald & Helen Jess, 
 4666 W. Lakeshore Dr. Port Clinton, 43452 
 
 

December 8, 1962 - Leslie & Marcella Widmer, 
            725 S. Westfield Dr., Gibsonburg 43431 
  
 

December 31, 1960 - Gerald & Patricia Gallagher, 
 532 S. Pennsylvania Ave. 
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To those couples celebrating 50  
or more years of wedded bliss! 

THANK YOU’S! 

 

Grace Lutheran Church, 
Thank you for allowing us to set up our popcorn 
booth in October. Because of your generous support 
we were able to exceed our goal of $20, 000 in 
sales. Our final total was $35,000! 
Thank you,  Lauren & Kelsey Wagner - Pack 302 
 

My sincere thanks for the many thoughts &        
prayers during my recent medical emergency.  
Both Linda & I are very thankful we were among 
church friends who jumped in to lend a hand!    
Very grateful for our church family!   
    ~ Robert Baumer 

If you are interested in helping during one of 
these services please call the church office 
and talk to Tricia. 
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MESSAGE FROM THE EXECUTIVE BOARD 
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We encourage your ideas and suggestions.  Please feel free to drop in the offering plate or 

bring/mail to the church office. 

__________________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________ 



 

NOISY OFFERING is received the first weekend of each month. The next 
collection will be December 2 & 3. The Christian Missions/Outreach  

Committee chooses a mission to receive the Noisy Offering each quarter 
of the year.  Noisy Offering collected in November   totaled $213.57 and 

was given to the LIFT Backpack Buddies Program. This program provides 
weekend meals to Lutz students who are experiencing food scarcity. 

“THANK YOU” to everyone who helps make a JOYFUL NOISE each month! 

CHURCH COUNCIL  -  Minutes November 13, 2023 
 

• Call Committee: continues to meet. Scheduled a second interview with a candidate, but candidate took another call. 
• Missions/Outreach: Nov. 16 Grace Gathers at The Garrison; Nov. 18 Funeral Planning; Dec. 2 Ladies Christmas Brunch; Feb. 

11, 2024 Family Valentine’s party; Bingo coming in the Spring. 
• Worship: worship plans are underway for Advent, Christmas, and Epiphany.  Mid-week Advent worship will be a LIFT service at 

6:30.  Supper will be served in the dining room from 5-6:30pm;  Bookplates for new hymnals are being completed in the office. 
• Property: Bathroom renovations moving along; Sanctuary portion will be complete by Dec. 1.  Parking lot crack sealing is    

complete in all 3 lots; Estimates on Kitchen lighting are being reviewed; Emergency Response Plan - CPR training in January; 
Outside light posts and hand railings have been painted. 

• Stewardship:  Stewardship Appeal - we have received approximately 40 cards; cards will continue to be received  in the      
offering plates & mail. 

• Youth/Growth:  Bell Ringing on Dec. 10 from 12-4pm at Kroger; Breakfast in Bethlehem Dec. 9 at St. John’s; Lock-In for 5th 
graders & up Dec.15-16; Christmas Program Dec. 17 at 9am worship.  Hoping to sponsor a family for Community Christmas. 

DID YOU KNOW THAT THERE IS FINANCIAL HELP FOR MEMBERS? If you could use a little help 
with rent, a house payment, utilities, medical bills or living expenses, help is available. My              
Brother’s Keeper is a member-to-member ministry found here at Grace. Everything is kept                
confidential. If you find yourself in need of help in one of the areas mentioned and you are a 
member of Grace, contact Maureen by calling the church office, 419-332-1558. 
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END OF YEAR CONTRIBUTIONS MUST BE RECEIVED IN THE CHURCH OFFICE  
BY NOON ON FRIDAY, DECEMBER 29, 2023,  

TO BE CREDITED TO YOUR 2023 GIVING. 



CONTACT INFORMATION  
 

Pastor Mark Bogen, Intentional Interim 
 mark@bogen.org 
Maureen Pump, Synod Authorized Minister 
 maureenpump2022@gmail.com 
Linda Baumer, Office/Financial Administrator 
 gracefremont@yahoo.com 
Tricia Dabrunz, Secretary/Receptionist 
 dabrunztricia@yahoo.com 
Heather Hawn, Youth Minister 
 HeatherRHawn@gmail.com 
Andrea Hirt, Director Noah’s Ark Preschool 
 noahsark.fremont@gmail.com 
 
 
 

          WORSHIP SERVICES 
 

Saturday - 4:00 p.m. 
Sunday - 9:00 a.m. 

Grace Lutheran Church                                                                                     
705 West State Street                                                                                           
 Fremont, OH  43420 
 
Return Service Requested 
 
 
 
 

Non-Profit 
Paid 

Fremont, OH 
Permit #133 

 
 

DEADLINE FOR NEWSLETTER  
ARTICLES 

IS WEDNESDAY,  
DECEMBER 6, 2023  

 

The newsletter will be  
assembled on  

Thursday, December 14, 2023 

 

              OFFICE HOURS 
Monday - Thursday: 9:00 am - 4:00 pm 
Friday: 9:00 am - 1:00 pm 

 

The Church Office will 
be closed on  

November 23 & 24.  
 

Normal office hours 
will resume on  

Monday, November 27. 
We hope you have  
a safe and relaxing 

holiday. 





      1 
 

7:30 Community Christmas 
Concert with The Toledo  
Symphony 

2 
10 - Noon Ladies Christmas  
            Brunch, Dining Room 
 
3:30 - 5:30 LIFT Christmas  
            Posada at Hayes  
            Memorial UMC 
 
4:00 Worship/Communion/ 
       Noisy Offering 

3 
NOISY OFFERING 

  
9:00 Worship/Communion/Kids Zone 
10:15 Coffee & Refreshments 
10:15 Small Groups 
10:15 Youth Christmas Program  
             Rehearsal  
10:15 Confirmation 
 

4 
 
8:30 Morning Devotion with Moe 
 
 
1:00 Bible Study - Lounge 
 
 
6:30 Dartball at Grace 

5 
 

8:30 Morning Devotion with Moe 
 
11:00 Worship Committee Meeting 
 
1:00 Bible Study via Zoom 
 

6 
G & T DEADLINE 

MID-WEEK ADVENT 
8:30 Morning Devotion with Moe 
 
5:00 Meal 
5:45 Pray & Play 
6:30 Advent Worship 

7 
  

8:30 Morning Devotion with Moe 
 
 
11:30 Soup Kitchen 
 
5:30 Missions/Outreach 

8 
 
 
  
 
  
 
 

9 
 
9 - 11:00 LIFT Breakfast in 
            Bethlehem at St. John’s 
 
 
4:00 Worship/Communion  
           
 
 

10 
 
9:00 Worship/Communion/Kids Zone 
10:15 Coffee & Refreshments  
10:15 Small Groups 
10:15 Confirmation 
Noon - 4 Bell Ringing at Kroger 
4:00 LIFT Blue Christmas   
             at St. John’s 

11  
8:30 Morning Devotion with Moe 
1:00 Bible Study - Lounge 
 

6:00 2024 Budget Review - 
   Dining Room or Zoom 
 
6:30 Dartball at  Grace 
6:30 Executive Board Meeting 
6:45 Youth Committee -   
            Youth Room 
7:30 Church Council 
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8:30 Morning Devotion with Moe 
 
1:00 Bible Study via Zoom 
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MID-WEEK ADVENT 
8:30 Morning Devotion with Moe 
 
5:00 Meal 
5:45 Pray & Play 
6:30 Advent Worship 

14 
G & T ASSEMBLED 

 
8:30 Morning Devotion with Moe 
 
11:30 Soup Kitchen 
 
6:00 Noah’s Ark  
          Christmas Program 

15 
 
7:30 pm Youth Lock-In Begins’ 
 
 

POINSETTIA ORDERS 
DUE BY NOON IN THE 

CHURCH OFFICE. 

16 
 
8:00 am Youth Lock-in Ends 
 
4:00 Worship/Communion/Food  
            Pantry Challenge 

17 
FOOD PANTRY CHALLENGE 

(mashed potato flakes & noodles)  
 
9:00 Worship/Communion/Youth  
           Christmas Program 
10:15 Coffee & Refreshments  
10:15 Confirmation 
 

18 
 
8:30 Morning Devotion with Moe 
 
1:00 Bible Study - Lounge 
 
6:00 Grief Support - Lounge 
6:30 Dartball at Grace 

19 
 
8:30 Morning Devotion with Moe 
 
1:00 Bible Study via Zoom 
 
2:30 Joy Circle 
 
 

20 
 

MID-WEEK ADVENT 
8:30 Morning Devotion with Moe 
 
5:00 Meal 
5:45 Pray & Play 
6:30 Advent Worship 
 

  
 

21 
 

8:30 Morning Devotion with Moe 
 
11:30 Soup Kitchen 

 
 6:00 Grace Gathers at  the  
    Chateau  Vineyard and Winery 
 

  

22 
 
 
 
 
 

 
  

23 
 
 
4:00 Worship/Communion 
  
       

24  
9:00 Worship/Communion/Kids Zone 
 
CANDLELIGHT CHRISTMAS EVE 

5:00 Worship/Communion 
9:00 Worship/Communion 
 

31 
10:00 LIFT Lessons & Carols  
         worship at Emmanuel Lutheran 
        Church  

25 
MERRY CHRISTMAS 

 
OFFICE CLOSED 

 
  
  
 

26 
 

 
 

OFFICE CLOSED 
 
 

27 
  
 

28 
  
 
 

29 
 
 

END OF YEAR  
CONTRIBUTIONS 
DUE BY NOON.  

30 
 

4:00 LIFT Lessons & Carols 
worship at Grace 

         SUNDAY         MONDAY         TUESDAY            Wednesday       Thursday             Friday     Saturday 

2023 


