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Now  
Boarding! 

Enroll your student now for the 2023/2024 school year!  
Noah’s Ark Preschool is open to all children, ages 3 - 5, and 
provides kindergarten readiness skills in a loving Christian 
environment.  Enrollment is open year round.  
For more  information, call 419-332-1558 or email  
noahsark.fremont@gmail.com 
 

Open House:  Thursday, August 31 at 6 p.m. 
School Starts:  Sept. 5 (Tues.& Thurs.) & Sept. 6 (Mon.-Wed.-Fri.) 
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Welcome to "Grace Stories", where each month, a Grace member will share 

their inspirational story with you! We hope you will enjoy getting to know your 

fellow Grace members!   

THE MYTH OF THE P.K. 

Often there is a myth surrounding the kid of a pastor (P.K.). Often, they 

are thought of as kids who have it made spiritually. Growing up with  

parents who are giants of the faith and your dad a beloved pastor, must 

mean you are a spiritual giant yourself and who has strong faith in all 

circumstances and never would fall into the trap of sin. 

Meg Fuchs would tell you that is the myth of the P.K. Growing up with 

her father, Pastor Paul Fuchs and mother, Connie was a blessing and a 

curse. When the family moved to Fremont, for her father to assume the 

position of Sr. Pastor of Grace Lutheran, Meg was just 5 years old. The 

move was much harder on her older siblings. But a move is still a move, 

and it is stressful. It was a blessing to see how loving this congregation 

would be as three to four couples met them at their new home to help 

them unload their car and welcome them to Fremont and Grace          

Lutheran. These people worked though the night to get the house ready 

for Meg and her family.  

But being a P.K. means you live in a fishbowl and have unreasonable  

expectations on you. Going to church was not a choice but an               

expectation which Meg never minded. She enjoyed worship but did not 

always appreciate being used as a sermon illustration. The seeds of faith 

were planted in her as a child. A faith she took for granted until she went to college.  

Separated from her family and the church, she had always considered home; her faith was tested. Not everyone believed what 

she had been taught and even professors challenged her faith. But the more she was challenged the more her faith began to 

really mean something to her. Until she was challenged, all she had been taught were just words. Now, when challenged it 

meant something to her. It had power.  

Because Meg was born with some physical disabilities, that often cause her to live in pain, she found herself trapped in        

addiction to prescription painkillers. At the time, no amount of faith was enough for her to stop. She was struggling with the 

addiction and the resulting legal trouble she found herself in. She was trying to keep it a secret because who would expect a 

P.K. to fall into this trap. Meg was scared about what the future held for her. 

It was at this time Maureen gave her a Soul Care Bible and listening ear. Meg found that after receiving this Bible she              

experienced a sense of peace and knew she would be OK. Meg had other Bibles, but God used this special Bible, which was 

written for people struggling with addiction, to speak to Meg and bring her peace and a strengthening of faith.  

Meg is well past that dark time in her life and is grateful for her church family. The same church family that came and moved 

her family into Grace is there for her today.  
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One of the most “feel good” words ever is the word “new.”  Whenever we experience or de-
scribe something new in our lives, it usually is associated with something positive, some-
thing happy, something which has enhanced our lives for the better. 
 
There are many “kinds” of “new:” 

• New relationships: a new marriage or life partner, a new family member through 
birth or adoption, a new job or vocation. A new congregation. A new pastor. 

• New material things: a new house, a new car, new shoes, a new computer, or 
smartphone. 

• New “leases on life”: a new life of sobriety, a cure for disease, or a life renewed 
through a new kidney, liver, or heart. 

 
The word “new” is used many times in scripture. From Genesis through Revelation, it           
appears 165 times. Here are some of the passages that speak of something new: 
 

• Create in me a clean heart, O God, and put a new and right* spirit within me.                  
(Psalm 51.10) 

• O sing to the Lord a new song. (Psalm 96.1) 
• The days are surely coming, says the Lord, when I will make a new covenant with 

the house of Israel and the house of Judah. (Jeremiah 31.31) 
• I give you a new commandment, that you love one another. (John 13.34) 
• In the same way he took the cup also, after supper, saying, ‘This cup is the new                  

covenant in my blood. (1 Corinthians 11.25) 
• So if anyone is in Christ, there is a new creation: everything old has passed away; 

see, everything has become new! (2 Corinthians 5.17) 
• Then I saw a new heaven and a new earth; (Revelation 21.1) 

 
Certainly, God will continue to work newness in us and our lives. I’m happy to report that at 
Grace this summer, there is much that is new, and this list is not exhaustive: 

• A new Sunday worship schedule of one service at 9:00 a (seems to be going 
well!) 

• New members received through baptism, affirmation, and transfer 
• A new program for our kids - Hearts and Hands and Voices Music Academy 
• A new picture directory which has finally been printed and is being distributed 
• Plans underway for a new LED outdoor church sign and new bathrooms on the 

lower level and at rear of worship area 
• New Evangelical Lutheran Worship hymnals campaign underway (Go here to 

pledge your support! https://bit.ly/3qRLi45) 
• New Congregation Council members received 

 
And yes, the “new” that Grace has been hoping for and expecting for a long time, a new 
pastor. My hope and prayer for Grace and for each of you is that you will be continued to 
be renewed and refreshed in God’s love and grace in Christ, that the old may pass away, 
and that the new will come!  

https://bit.ly/3qRLi45


FOOD PANTRY CHALLENGE               
will take place on August 19 & 
20. We will collect spaghetti,    
pasta sauce, rice, and mac & 
cheese. Please place your donations 
in the  grocery carts that are located in 
the Narthex and by the Baker Street  
entrance. Please note: at the request of the Food 
Pantry no glass jars. 

GOOD MORNING DEVOTION WITH 
MOE - takes place weekday mornings at 8:30 
a.m. via Facebook Live at Maureen McClure 
Pump. Can’t catch the devotion live, no                
problem! It is recorded and can be watched             
anytime on either Maureen’s or on Grace’s            
Facebook page.  

GRIEF SUPPORT GROUP 
FOR THOSE WHO HAVE 
LOST A SPOUSE - If you have 
lost your spouse and could benefit 
from the support of others who 

are experiencing the same grief, this group is 
open to you. Join us on August 21 at 6 pm in the 
church lounge. This is a time when we share a 
devotion, prayer and mutual support through       
discussion and shared experiences. Questions? 
Call Maureen in the church office or send an 
email to maureenpump2022@gmail.com  
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JUGGLING ACT              
Family, career, social 
life, taking care of a 
home, are many of the 
things that women   
juggle every day.                
Sometimes it’s nice to 
gather around a meal 
that is being served to 
you and chat with other 
women who are also 
juggling the demands of life. Juggling Act meets 
at 5:30 pm on We will meet on July 25 and then 
again on August 22. If you plan to attend please 
call the church office, 419-332-1558. Hope to 
see you there! 

DID YOU KNOW THAT THERE IS FINANCIAL 
HELP FOR MEMBERS? If you could use a little 
help with rent, a house payment, utilities, 
medical bills or living expenses, help is                 
available. My Brother’s Keeper is a member-to
-member ministry found here at Grace.       
Everything is kept confidential. If you find 
yourself in need of help in one of the areas 
mentioned and you are a member of Grace, 
contact Maureen by calling the church office, 
419-332-1558. 

GRACE GATHERS will meet on August 17 at 
6 pm the Chateau Vineyard and Winery, Helena. 
Come for dinner or just a drink and some                
fellowship. Questions or to make a reservation 
please contact Maureen in the church office at 
419-332-1558 or by email at maureen-
pump2022@gmail.com  

MAUREEN’S MONDAY & 
TUESDAYS BIBLE STUDIES 
will be taking a short             
summer break for the 
month of August. We                   
will meet up again on             
September 11 & 12. 

 

BOOKWORMS will meet to discuss The Lincoln Highway by Amor 
Towles for their meeting on July 24 at 1 pm in the lounge or via Zoom 
at 11 am on July 25. The story begins with the release of Emmett  
Watson from a juvenile work farm. Emmett arrives at home to pick up 
his younger bother to head to California to start a new life. Their plans 
are derailed by the appearance of two of Emmett’s friends from the 
work farm. If you wish to participate via Zoom email Maureen at 
maureenpump@gmail.com and she will send you the link. 



DO YOU HAVE SOME IDEAS that you would 
to share for group events during the next 
school year here at Grace? We would love 
to hear from you. Contact Heather at 
heatherRhawn@gmail.com 

ACOLYTES at Grace serve during 
the 9 a.m. service. We encourage 
you to acolyte once a month. You 
may sign up using the QR code.              
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FOR YOUR INFORMATION: 

Mid–year financial statements are 

now available for Grace members.   

If you would like to see where  

you are with your 2023 giving, 

please contact the church office  

and we will supply you with  

that information. 

YOUTH COMMITTEE will meet on August 
14 at 6:45 pm in the library. 

ELCA Youth & 
Young Adult  

Gathering 2024 
The 2024 Youth & 
Young Adult Gathering 
will be held in New 
Orleans July 16 – 20, 
2024. The Youth  
Gathering is open for those in 8th - 12th grade 
and the Young Adult Gathering to be held at 
the same time and is open to 18 to 35 year 
olds. Registration opens this fall. For more  
info visit https://www.elca.church/gathering 
or contact HeatherRHawn@gmail.com.  

 

IT’S ALMOST TIME FOR THE FAIR! If you have entries in the 

fair please let Heather know because she would                

like to stop by and visit with you. Email Heather at 

heatherRhawn@gmail.com or call the church office. 

VOLUNTEER  

OPPORTUNITY 
 

During the month of 
August it is Grace’s 
chance to volunteer at 
Share & Care on   
Tuesdays from 9 am - 
3 pm. Come and go as 
your schedule allows.  

https://www.elca.church/gathering
mailto:HeatherRHawn@gmail.com
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LIFT NEWS: AUGUST ‘23 
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Vi & Steve Ohms 
 

Amy, Ryan & Liam Chalfin 

 

 

 

 

NEW BABIES 
 

June 29 - Gilbert Shaw McElfresh 

      son of Luke & Darcy McElfresh. 

 

June 30 - Eleanor Jean King, 

      daughter of  Brian & Kathryn  

      King. 
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GRACE IN THE COMMUNITY! 

Members of Grace met on June 23 and packed 6,000 meals 
to be distributed across the state of Ohio.  This was           
organized through the Childrens Hunger Alliance -  Working 
Together to Feed Ohio’s Kids. 
Pictured:  Tricia Dabrunz, Ethan Elder, Linda Baumer, Maureen 
Pump, Janice Longanbach, Brenden Fisher, Mark Smith, Peggy Kiser, 
Peggy Rutherford, Harry Aspacher, Beth Muffler, Cindy Waggoner, 
Nancy Stoner, Judy Overmyer, Christine Schneider Smith, Annette 
Fisher 

 
Missions/Outreach - Liberty Center clean up on June 8. 
Pictured:  Barb Klohn, Maureen Pump, Beth Muffler, 
Connie Amor, Harry Aspacher 

                 SAFE CRACKER 
 

To open this safe, you have to replace 
the question marks with the correct            
figures. You can find this figure by          
determining the pattern behind the 
numbers shown.  



 

 

NOISY OFFERING is received the first weekend of each 

month. The next collection will be August 5 & 6. The Christian           
Missions/Outreach Committee chooses a mission to receive the 
Noisy    Offering  each quarter of the year.  Noisy Offering collected 
in July totaled $117. The Missions/Outreach committee has chosen 
to donate the third quarter offerings to the Sandusky County Food 
Pantry. “THANK YOU” to everyone who helps make a JOYFUL 
NOISE each month! 

CHURCH COUNCIL  -  Minutes July 10, 2023 
 

• Summer Worship at 9 a.m. continues to be well received. 
• Picture Directories have been printed and are available in the church office for a donation of $10. 
• Fundraising has begun for the new hymnals.  These hymnals are $25 each and you may memorialize or honor a  

family member or other loved one. 
• Approved to renew insurance policy with Church Mutual for 2023/2024.   
• Approved to move forward with bathroom renovation project; accepting bid from Zimmerman Building Company, LLC.  
• Approved insurance coverage through Portico for Pr. Mark which will begin October 1, 2023. 
• Middle Baker Street doors will be replaced and installed mid-September 
• Installation of the electronic sign will take place mid-August. 
• VBS has begun (July 10-13); 40 children and 17 helpers 
• Heart, Hands, and Voices music camp went well. 
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Thank you 
 

A GREAT BIG THANK YOU and tons of 
gratitude to the following people who 
helped to make the Hearts, Hands, and 
Voices Art Academy a great success:           
Pr. Mark Bogen, Pr. Paul Bailie, Heather 
Hawn, Bette Kaltenbach, Julia Zϋcker, 
Peggy Dorr, Peggy Rutherford, and Helen 
Biddinger. Without their help to lead our 
classes in choir, bells, recorder, and              
morning devotions this event would not 
have been successful. A special thank you 
to Marcella Widmer and Sharon Mitchell 
for providing a wonderful snack each 
morning to give us energy for all the work 
we put in. Also, many thanks to the           
wonderful parents who sent their children 
to this camp.  
 

Thank you everyone! 
Tom Curry, Director of Music 

AUGUST BIRTHDAYS 
 

Happy Birthday to those who are celebrating 75 years and more! 
 
August 3   Henry Seibert                                                                  4215 W. State St. 
August 3   Mary Coleman                                                                815 Whittlesey St. 
August 3   Dennis Curliss                                                                     720 Tucker Rd. 
August 5   Ronald Jess                       4666 W. Lakeshore Dr., Port Clinton, 43452 
August 6   James McGue                                                             1545 Buckland Ave. 
August 17   Joan Sachs                                                                  88 Westwood Dr. 
August 18   Velda Bowersox                                              1545 Fangboner Rd, Rm. 202 
August 19   Dotti Borden                    3172 N. Marina View Dr., Port Clinton 43452 
August 23   Al Stokes                                                             916 North St., Apt. 3 
August 25   Kent Watkins                                                                  1547 Emmett Dr. 

 

 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 

August 9, 1958 -  
          Dennis & Ardis Curliss, 720 Tucker Rd.  
 
August 14, 1948 -  
          Benjamin & Donna Cooley, 1611 Ell Dr.  
 
August 19, 1960 -  
          Charles & Patricia Mowry, 533 Third Ave.  
 
August 23, 1969 -  
          David & Ruth Byers, 1671 S. Buchanan St. 

BRONDOS MISSIONARY NEWS   
         

Keep up with the latest news from our  
missionary, Pr. David Brondos by visiting 
www.sites.google.com/site/dbrondos or 

via email at david.brondos@elca.org 

To those couples celebrating 50  
or more years of wedded bliss! 

Carole Althoff 
 

Paula Christensen 

 

Ella Marie Garland 
 

Sandy Houghtaling 

 

Steve Laeng 
 

Linda Merrill 
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CONTACT INFORMATION  
 

Pastor Mark Bogen, Intentional Interim 
 mark@bogen.org 
Maureen Pump, Synod Authorized Minister 
 maureenpump2022@gmail.com 
Linda Baumer, Office/Financial Administrator 
 gracefremont@yahoo.com 
Tricia Dabrunz, Secretary/Receptionist 
 dabrunztricia@yahoo.com 
Heather Hawn, Youth Minister 
 HeatherRHawn@gmail.com 
Tom Curry, Director of Music 
 musicatgracelutheran@yahoo.com 
Andrea Hirt, Director Noah’s Ark Preschool 
 noahsark.fremont@gmail.com 
 

          WORSHIP SERVICES 
 

Saturday - 4:00 p.m. 
Sunday - 9:00 a.m. 

Grace Lutheran Church                                                                                     
705 West State Street                                                                                           
 Fremont, OH  43420 
 
Return Service Requested 
 
 
 
 

Non-Profit 
Paid 

Fremont, OH 
Permit #133 

 
 

DEADLINE FOR NEWSLETTER 
ARTICLES 

IS WEDNESDAY,  
AUGUST 16, 2023  

 

The newsletter will be  
assembled on  

Thursday, August 24, 2023 

 

              OFFICE HOURS 
Monday - Thursday: 9:00 am - 4:00 pm 
Friday: 9:00 am - 1:00 pm 

 
 
 
 
 





  
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 1 
 

8:30 Morning Devotion with Moe 
 
 

6 - 9 Community Cookout at  
                Rodger Young Park 

 
 

2 
8:30 Morning Devotion with Moe 
 
11:30 Stewardship Meeting 
 
1:00 Worship Committee -       
               Lounge 
 
6 - 7:00 LIFT Summer Park Tour,  
                 Conner Park 

3 
 

8:30 Morning Devotion with Moe 
 
 
11:30 Soup Kitchen 

4 
 

8:30 Morning Devotion with Moe 
 
 

5 
 
4:00 Worship/Communion/ 
        Noisy Offering 
 
 

6 
 

NOISY OFFERING 
 
9:00 Worship/Communion 
 
 

7 
 
8:30 Morning Devotion with Moe 
 
 
 

8 
 
8:30 Morning Devotion with Moe 
 
9:00 - Backpack Buddies Planning  
                Meeting at St. John’s 
 
5:30 Missons/Outreach Committee  
               at The Garrison 
 

9 
 
8:30 Morning Devotion with Moe 
 
Noon LIFT Leaders Meeting 
 
6 - 7:00 LIFT Summer Park Tour,  
                 Birchard Park 
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8:30 Morning Devotion with Moe 
 
 
11:30 Soup Kitchen 
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8:30 Morning Devotion with Moe 
 
  
 
  
 
 

12 
 
 
4:00 Worship/Communion  
           
 
 

13 
 
9:00 Worship/Communion 
 
 

14 
  

8:30 Morning Devotion with Moe 
 
 
6:30 Executive Board Meeting 
6:45 Youth Committee - Library 
7:30 Church Council 
 
 

 15 
 
8:30 Morning Devotion with Moe 
 
 
  
 
2:30 Joy Circle 
 
 

16 
  

G & T DEADLINE 
 

8:30 Morning Devotion with Moe 
 
 
 
 

17 
 
8:30 Morning Devotion with Moe 
 
11:30 Soup Kitchen 
 
 
6:00 Grace Gathers - Chateau  
          Vineyard & Winery, Helena 

18 
 
8:30 Morning Devotion with Moe 
 
 

19 
 
4:00 Worship/Communion/ 
           Food Pantry Challenge    

20 
 

FOOD PANTRY CHALLENGE 
(spaghetti, pasta sauce,  
rice, & mac & cheese)  

 
9:00 Worship/Communion 

21 
 
8:30 Morning Devotion with Moe 
 
 
 
6:00 Grief Group - Lounge 
 
  

22 
 
8:30 Morning Devotion with Moe 
 
 
5:30 Juggling Act at The Garrison 
 
 
 

 

23 
 
8:30 Morning Devotion with Moe 
 
 
  

24 
 

G & T ASSEMBLED 
 

8:30 Morning Devotion with Moe 
 

11:30 Soup Kitchen 

25 
 
 

8:30 Morning Devotion with Moe 
 
 
 

 
 
 
  

 

26 
 
 
4:00 Worship/Communion 
  
       

27 
 
9:00 Worship/Communion 
 
 

28 
 
8:30 Morning Devotion with Moe 
 
11:00 GLCW Board Meeting 
 

 29 
 
8:30 Morning Devotion with Moe 

30 
 

8:30 Morning Devotion with Moe 

31  
 
8:30 Morning Devotion with Moe 
 
11:30 Soup Kitchen 
 
6:00  Noah’s Ark Open House 

   

         SUNDAY     MONDAY      TUESDAY            Wednesday          Thursday              Friday       Saturday 

2023 


