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 Grace Lutheran Church 

ASH WEDNESDAY - February 22     
The Beginning of Lent 

  

Noon-5pm-  Drive-thru Ashes  
       in parking lot of Grace Lutheran Church 
 

5:30pm   Meal in Dining Room 
 

6:30pm   Ash Wednesday Worship including   
       Holy Communion & Imposition of Ashes 
 
Join us for Amazing Grace, our  mid-week Lenten worship series, 
beginning Wednesday, March 1, at 6:30pm in the Sanctuary. 



2 

In honor of the 250th anniversary of the writing of the well known and loved 
hymn, “Amazing Grace,” our worship series for Lent will tie the words of this 
beloved hymn to our lives today as Christ’s disciples. Each week, a person in 
the Bible who experienced the amazing grace of God will help us to realize 
that though we once were lost in sin, we now have been found by Jesus, and 
though we once were blind to God’s mercy, we now can see his love at work 
in us through our Savior’s death and resurrection.  

March 1:  We see God’s 
amazing grace at work in 
the life of the prophet    
Isaiah, who proclaimed to 
God’s people the salvation 
that was to come through 
the Suffering Servant. 
Isaiah 6:7 

March 8:  We hear of the 
great love of a father who 
lavished amazing grace 
upon the Prodigal Son, a 
picture of our Heavenly 
Father’s lavish compassion 
toward us. 
Luke 15:32 

March 15:  We witness 
Jesus  bringing sight to a 
man born blind, giving the 
man the added spiritual 
vision to see the amazing 
grace of God found in        
Jesus, who heals us all.    
John 9:24 

March 22:  We listen to 
Jesus teach a woman at 
the well of his amazing 
grace poured out for us 
abundantly, which satisfies 
our thirsting souls for all 
eternity. 
John 4:13-14 

March 29:  We marvel at 
the story of amazing grace 
in the life of Paul, who 
turned from persecutor of 
Christ to proclaimer of our 
Lord through the mighty 
power of the Holy Spirit. 
1 Timothy 1:15 



3 

Welcome to "Grace Stories", where each month, a Grace member will share 

their inspirational story with you! We hope you will enjoy getting to know your 

fellow Grace members!   

Not Just a Number 
 

Helen Biddinger grew up in Norwalk, Ohio and was a 
lifelong member of St. Peter Lutheran Church in              
Norwalk along with her parents. She was baptized, 
confirmed, and married at St. Peter. Growing up she 
was a member of the Youth Choir that was invited to 
sing at Grace Lutheran in Fremont. Helen and                  
members of the Youth Choir were excited to sing at 
Grace in Fremont.  
 
At age 15, Helen was overwhelmed by the size of 
Grace and thought how beautiful the worship                  
space was and the size of the church building and                 
congregation. She thought this church was so ‘big’ that 
a member must just be a number in the pew, not like 

St. Peter which was a bit smaller where she felt more connected.  
 
Fast forward a few years when her then husband, Bob, secured a teaching position at Terra 
and they moved to Fremont. When considering which Lutheran church to transfer their 
membership there was no question it would be Grace. The family quickly became very               
active with Vacation Bible school, served on Church Council and was a church mouse. Helen 
joined Bell Choir under the direction of Peggy Dorr and joined the vocal choir even though 
she had limited time available as she was and still is part of Terra Orchestra and Heidelberg 
Orchestra. They found the Grace family very warm and welcoming. Helen  quickly found 
out that she was not “just a number.” 
 
Helen reads at 7:45 am service and is still active in the choirs and Bible studies and                   
altar guild. She feels good about the ministries here at Grace and the ability for open                
conversation with leadership and is thankful for support of leadership and members of 
Grace.  
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              Memories, write professional youth ministers and authors Doug Fields and Duffy Robbins, are 
the milestones by which we mark our journey with God. 
 On a recent January weekend, ten confirmation youth from Grace and St. John’s joined two 

other ELCA church groups from Port Clinton and 
West Chester and created some memories. 
 Those memories include travel to and from 
Hopewood Pines at Lutheran Memorial Camp near 
Fulton, Ohio, settling into our cabins, and then              
participating in the many creative and engaging  
activities which had been planned and were led by 
camp staff. Those activities included group games, 
crafts, campfires, discovery Bible study, worship 
that was led by youth campers, and a winter hike 
through the camp woods. 
 I have always enjoyed this part of being a 
pastor -- accompanying them, and sometimes  
leading them in activities at sometimes far off              

places like a camp, a mission trip, or a national youth gathering in a major US city, activities that help 
them connect with God and with each other, and, most importantly, create memories. Lifelong             
memories. 
 Again, quoting Fields and Robbins from their jointly authored youth ministry resource book 
Memory Makers: 

In his second letter to Timothy, St. Paul wrote words that he sensed would be his last to his 
young disciple. No doubt he chose them carefully. Yet you can’t help notice when you read the 
apostle’s words that his charge to his pastoral protégé Timothy was not so much a sermon,  
lesson, or classroom lecture as it was a plea that Timothy draw from a rich portfolio of                
memories. “You,” Paul wrote to him, “know all about my teaching, my way of life, my purpose, 
faith, patience, love, endurance, persecutions, sufferings -- what kinds of things happened to 
me Antioch, Iconium and Lystra, the persecutions I endured. Yet the Lord rescued me from all of 
them. (3:10-11) 
What that means, among other things, is that we significantly impact kids by creating vivid 
memories through which they watch, hear, see, or are touched by God at work. In short, we 
need to think of ourselves as not just program directors, but as memory makers. 
 
 

 Yes, we created many memories in our weekend at Hopewood Pines, memories that were 
made by being completely engaged in both the planned and unplanned activities. The boys in my              
cabin were disappointed that they couldn’t stay another day and delighted to learn that they could 
come back for a full week of camp in the summer. 
 

 Grace is blessed to have Heather on staff to help facilitate the making of these memories for 
our children and youth, both in the far-off places like camp, and the activities that she plans on-site at 
Grace. On Saturday, February 11, she will lead a “Royal Adventure Camp,” which will feature a tea 
party, story, craft, and games and learning about how to have joy in all situations. 
 

 I’m looking forward to the next memory making event that I’ll have a chance to participate in! 



FOOD PANTRY CHALLENGE: will take 
place February 18 & 19 We will collect            
spaghetti, pasta sauce, rice, and mac & 
cheese. At the request of the Food  Pantry no 
glass jars. Please place your  donations in the  
grocery carts that are located in the Narthex and by 
the Baker Street entrance.  

GOOD MORNING DEVOTION WITH MOE - takes place weekday mornings at 8:30 a.m. via 
Facebook Live at Maureen McClure Pump. Can’t catch the devotion live, no problem! It is recorded 
and can be watched anytime on either Maureen’s or on Grace’s Facebook page.  

MAUREEN’S MONDAY & TUESDAY       
BIBLE STUDIES: Do you feel like you have 
lost God in the whirlwind of life? Amid the 
chaos of our lives, however, it may seem 
impossible to make time to focus beyond 
the noise and activities of daily life to 
spend time with God. Our relationship 
with God is not meant to be one more 
thing that we must do. This study will 
help us learn to live centered in God’s lov-
ing presence, in a way that allows all of 
our activity to flow from that center. This 
study takes place Mondays at 1 pm in the 
lounge or via Zoom on Tuesdays at 1 pm. 
If you would like to participate in the 
Zoom study contact Maureen at 
maureenpump2022@gmail.com and she 
will send you the link to this group. 

GRIEF SUPPORT GROUP FOR THOSE 
WHO HAVE LOST A SPOUSE - If you have 
lost your spouse and could benefit from the            
support of others who are experiencing the same 
grief, this group is open to you. Join us on          
Monday, February 20 at 6 pm in the church 
lounge. This is a time when we share a devotion, 
prayer and mutual support through  discussion 
and shared experiences. Questions? Call 
Maureen in the church office or send an email to 
maureenpump2022@gmail.com  
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JUGGLING ACT - 
Family, career, social life, 
taking care of a home, are 
all things women juggle 
every day. Sometimes it’s 
nice to gather around a 
meal that is being served 
to you and chat with other 
women who are also    
juggling the same demands. Juggling Act 
meets at 5:30 pm on the fourth Tuesday       
of the month at The Garrison. The next         
gathering will be on February 28. If you plan 
to attend please call the church office,           
419-332-1558. Hope to see you there! 

NOISY OFFERING is received the first weekend of each month. The next 
collection will be February 4 & 5. The Christian Missions/Outreach             
Committee chooses a mission to receive the Noisy Offering  each quarter 
of the year.  The committee has chosen the Backpack Buddies program 
to receive the Noisy Offering for the first quarter of 2023.  Noisy Offering 
collected for January totaled $202.81. “THANK YOU” to everyone who 
helps make a JOYFUL NOISE each month! 

GRACE GATHERS will meet on February 
16 at 6 pm, at the Chateau Vineyard &            
Winery, 525 OH 635, Helena. Questions?            
Contact Maureen at by email at maureen-
pump2022@gmail.com or call the church 
office, 419-332-1558.  

 

BOOKWORMS have chosen 
to read The Last Thing He Told 
Me by Laura Dave at their next 
meeting on March 27 at 2 pm. 
For those who prefer a virtual 
option this will take place via 
Zoom on March 28 at 11 am.  



With Sympathy 
 

Evelyn Taylor 

Ruth Kennedy  

Sharon Zilles 

Lynn Martin 

Paige Russell 

ACOLYTES at Grace serve at the 
7:45 a.m. & 10 a.m. services. We 
encourage you to acolyte once a 
month. You may sign up using the 
QR code. Acolytes wo do not sign 
up will be assigned a time. 
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KIDS ZONE meets during the 10 a.m. 
worship following the Children’s Message, 
in the Sunday School hallway. Parents will 
have the option to send their children to 
Kids Zone while they attend worship.  

YOUTH COMMITTEE will meet on Monday, 
February 13 at 6:45 pm in the youth room.    
Parents and youth are welcome. We would 
appreciate you sharing any ideas you may 
have for youth programing. A Zoom link is 
available upon request. 

JOURNEY THROUGH THE  BIBLE  
We are encouraging families to journey through 
the Bible with us. Packets for each book of the 
Bible are available in the activities office and  
prizes will be rewarded as you complete your 
journey.  

YOUTH WEDNESDAY NIGHT 
 SPIRIT  ACTIVITIES 

 

CREATIVITY CLUB - Join us for a mid--week Bible 
craft or activity in the dining room following dinner. 
 

YOUTH CHOIR - meets each week at 5:30 pm in the 
lounge.  
 

YOUTH GROUP - Youth are invited 
to join us Wednesday nights from        
6 - 7 pm for a mental health check 
in, a devotion and games. We are            
currently working our way through 
3 Big Questions That Shape Your 
Future.  
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WORLD HUNGER APPEAL - Included in 

this mailing is an envelope for ELCA WORLD         
HUNGER. During the month of February, we lift up 
hunger around the world. Please use this envelope 
for your gift to World Hunger. ELCA World Hunger 
responds to neighbors around the corner and 
around the world. 
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FEBRUARY BIRTHDAYS 
 

Happy Birthday to those who are celebrating 75 years and more! 
 
February 6   Dorothy Dierksheide                                                   16 Linda Dr. 
February 13   Donna Cooley                                                    1611 Ell Dr. 
February 22   George Dabrunz                                    2017 Port Clinton Rd. 
February 24   Paula Christensen                       1545 Fangboner Rd., Rm. 301 

 
 February 3, 1962 - Norman & Patricia Rife, 5212 St. Rt. 101, Clyde 
 February 5, 1971 - Dan & Jan Linder, 121 Deerfield St. 
 February 7, 1964 - Edwin & Laura Lamalie, 1519 Co. Rd. 129 
 February 11, 1961 - Clarence & Sandra Weickert, 318 E. Co. Rd. 89 

   February 16, 1963 - Larry & Linda Beck, 19 Fox Run Dr. 
   February 24, 1968 - Steven & Patricia Lindsay, 2240 Smith Rd. 
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  NEWS FROM THE ARK! 

 

The year is starting out great!  We had a wonderful visit with Officer Robinson 
from the Fremont Police Department when we were learning the letter P.  The 
children were so excited to sit in the driver’s seat of a real police car!  She also read 
them a really cute story and talked about her job.  It is important for children to be 
comfortable around police officers and she did a great job doing that.  As the        
director of Noah’s Ark Preschool, I find it very important to engage with many of 
our wonderful community helpers in Fremont and surrounding areas.  I love to get  
the community involved with our young children as much as I can!  Also, Noah’s 
Ark Sunday will be held on February 12. We are excited to have the children sing 
during 10:00 worship.  We would love for all to come see how hard the children 
have been working on their songs!  Thank you again for all the wonderful support we have received! 
 

     Andrea Hirt, Director 
 

 
Noah’s Ark Preschool is open to all children, ages 3-5, and provides kindergarten readiness skills in a loving Christian environment.  Enrollment is 
open year round. For more information, please call 419-332-1558 or email noahs_ark_fremont@yahoo.com 

To those couples celebrating 50  
or more years of wedded bliss! 

THANK YOU NOTES 
 

I would like to thank everyone for their thoughts, prayers, and get well cards before and after my surgery. 
A special thank you to Maureen’s Monday Bible Study and SLAM groups. Also, to Sarah Auen for bringing me 
the beautiful altar flowers. 

God Bless you all, Ginny McAfee 
 
 

To our Grace Friends, 
Thank you so much for all of your prayers, cards of encouragement, phone calls, visits and gifts of food and 
comfort during my recent illness. Your kindness will always be remembered. You have truly been the hands 
and feet of Christ to us. 

Jan & Dave Serwin 



 

MEN IN MISSION - GRACE LUTHERAN CHURCH RADIO BROADCASTS 
 

We want to thank the special people who have supported the Men in Mission Radio Broadcast during the 
last month. Without your support we would not be able to share our Sunday message outside the sanctuary.  
If you are interested in sponsoring a radio broadcast please contact Les Widmer, 419-341-1850. The cost to 
sponsor a broadcast is $72.50 (please make checks payable to Men in Mission). The broadcast can be heard 
each Sunday morning at 9:30 a.m. on Eagle 99.1.  
 

December 18 - given as a gift to the congregation and in memory of the Howard Druckenmiller families. 
December 25 - given by Bob & Janet Dorr in honor of their wedding anniversary. 

January 1, 2023 - given as a gift to the congregation. 
January 8 - given as a gift to the congregation by Judy Gangwer. 

January 15 - given as a gift to the congregation. 
January 22 - given in loving memory of our parents Dick Rodenhauser and Mary Rodenhauser Gibson,  

our brother Greg and our step-father George Gibson, by Becky & Larry McElfresh,  
Laurie & Bill Halm, and Andy & Arrel Rodenhauser. 

 

CHURCH COUNCIL  -  Minutes January 9, 2023 

• Call Committee Update - the committee continues to meet and work with the Synod office on candidates. 
• Annual Reports - available weekend of January 14/15 
• Annual Congregational Meeting  - Sunday, January 29, 2023 in between services at 9 a.m.  ZOOM option available. 
• Scout Sunday to be held February 5 as we welcome Pack 302 to Grace 
• Seeking nominees for Church Council; elections will take place in May.  See Nelda Bauer, Maureen Pump if interested 
• Christian Missions/Outreach:  Family Valentine Party on Feb. 12; 4th quarter of 2022 Noisy Offering donated to Soup Kitchen 

was $685.47.  First quarter Noisy Offering will go to Backpack Buddies; Second quarter Noisy Offering to go to The Village 
House. End of Year distribution from Yellow Mission Envelopes ($1340) purchased 10 microgrants  for women & 4 cases of  
honey bees through the ELCA Good Gifts program. 

• Christian Worship:  Noah’s Ark Sunday is planned for February 12; Lent begins with Ash Wednesday on February 22 
• Christian Youth:  Royal Adventure Day planned for February 11 for boys and girls, ages toddler through 5th grade 

DID YOU KNOW THAT THERE IS FINANCIAL HELP FOR MEMBERS? If you could use a 
little help with rent, a house payment, utilities, medical bills or living expenses, help is available.    
My Brother’s Keeper is a member-to-member ministry found here at Grace. Everything is kept      
confidential. If you find yourself in need of help in one of the areas mentioned and you are a member 
of Grace, contact Maureen by calling the church office, 419-332-1558. 
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Grace Lutheran Church                                                                                     
705 West State Street                                                                                           
 Fremont, OH  43420 
 
Return Service Requested 
 
 
 
 

Non-Profit 
Paid 

Fremont, OH 
Permit #133 

CONTACT INFORMATION  
 

Pastor Mark Bogen, Intentional Interim 
 mark@bogen.org 
Maureen Pump, Synodically Authorized Minister 
 maureenpump2022@gmail.com 
Linda Baumer, Office/Financial Administrator 
 gracefremont@yahoo.com 
Tricia Dabrunz, Secretary/Receptionist 
 dabrunztricia@yahoo.com 
Heather Hawn, Youth Minister 
 HeatherRHawn@gmail.com 
Tom Curry, Director of Music 
 musicatgracelutheran@yahoo.com 
Andrea Hirt, Director Noah’s Ark Preschool 
 noahsark.fremont@gmail.com 
 

          WORSHIP SERVICES 
Saturday - 4:00 p.m. 
Christian Education - 9:00 a.m. 
Sunday - 7:45 & 10:00 a.m. 

 
 

DEADLINE FOR NEWSLETTER 
ARTICLES 

IS WEDNESDAY,  
FEBRUARY 15, 2023  

 
 

The newsletter will be  
assembled on  

Thursday, February 23, 2023 

 

              OFFICE HOURS 
Monday - Thursday: 9:00 am - 4:00 pm 
Friday: 9:00 am - 1:00 pm 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 





 
 

                  1  
8:30 Morning Devotion with Moe 
11:00 Stewardship - Lounge 
1:00 Worship Committee - Lounge 
5:00  Meal 
5:30 Creativity Club 
5:30 Voices of Praise  
6:00 S.L.A.M. with Maureen 
6:00  Bible Study with Pr. Mark 
6:00 Youth Group 
6:00  Bells 
7:30  Chancel Choir 

  

2 
 

8:30 Morning Devotion with Moe 
 
11:30 Soup Kitchen  
 
5:30 Missions/Outreach 

3 
 

8:30 Morning Devotion with Moe 
 
 

4 
 
4:00 Worship/Communion/ 
           Noisy Offering 
 

5 
NOISY OFFERING/ 
SCOUT SUNDAY 

7:45 Worship/Communion 
9:00 Confirmation 
9:00 Adult Sunday School  
9:00 Chancel Choir  
10:00 Worship/Communion/ 
           Kids Zone/Scouts in worship 

6 
Reservation Deadline for the 

Family Valentine Party 
 
8:30 Morning Devotion with Moe 
9:00 Project Day 
1:00 Bible Study -  Lounge 
6:00 Scouts - Den Meeting 
7:30 Dartball at Grace 
  

7 
 
8:30 Morning Devotion with Moe 
 
 
1:00 Bible Study - Zoom 
 
   
 
 

8 
8:30 Morning Devotion with Moe 
5:00  Meal 
5:30 Creativity Club 
5:30 Voices of Praise  
6:00 S.L.A.M. with Maureen 
6:00  Bible Study with Pr. Mark 
6:00 Youth Group 
6:00  Bells 
7:30  Chancel Choir 

 9 
 
8:30 Morning Devotion with Moe 
 
 
11:30 Soup Kitchen  
 
 

10 
 
8:30 Morning Devotion with Moe 
 
 
 
  
 
 

11 
 
9 - 11:00 Royal Adventure Camp, 
   Toddler  - 5th grade 
 
4:00 Worship/Communion 
           
 
 
 

12 
NOAH’S ARK SUNDAY 

7:45 Worship/Communion 
9:00 Adult Sunday School  
9:00 Chancel Choir 
9:00 Confirmation 
10:00 Worship/Communion/ 
           Kids Zone/Noah’s Ark 
11:15 Family Valentine Party 
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8:30 Morning Devotion with Moe 
 
1:00 Bible Study -  Lounge 
6:00 Scouts - Den Meeting 
6:00 Executive Board Meeting 
6:45 Youth Committee - Youth Rm 
7:30 Church Council Meeting 
 
7:30 Dartball at St. Paul”s Clyde 

 14 
 
8:30 Morning Devotion with Moe 
 
1:00 Bible Study - Zoom 
 
6:00 Noah’s Ark Board Meeting 
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G & T DEADLINE  

8:30 Morning Devotion with Moe 
5:00  Meal 
5:30 Creativity Club 
5:30 Voices of Praise  
6:00 S.L.A.M. with Maureen 
6:00  Bible Study with Pr. Mark 
6:00 Youth Group 
6:00  Bells 
7:30  Chancel Choir 

16 
 
8:30 Morning Devotion with Moe 
 
11:30 Soup Kitchen  
 
 
6:00 Grace Gathers at Chateau 
             Vineyard & Winery 
 

17 
 
8:30 Morning Devotion with Moe 
 
 
 

18 
 
4:00 Worship/Communion/ 
           Food Pantry Challenge         

19 
FOOD PANTRY CHALLENGE 

(pasta, sauce, rice, mac & cheese)  
 
7:45 Worship/Communion 
9:00 Confirmation 
9:00 Adult Sunday School  
9:00 Chancel Choir  
10:00 Worship/Communion/ 
             Kids Zone 
 

20 
8:30 Morning Devotion with Moe 
9:00 Project Day 
 
1:00 Bible Study - Lounge 
 
6:00 Scouts Parents Meeting 
 
6:00 Grief Group - Lounge 
 
7:30 Dartball at Grace 
  

21 
 
8:30 Morning Devotion with Moe 
  
1:00 Bible Study via Zoom  
 
2:30 Joy Circle  
 
6:00 GSB Meeting 

 

22 
ASH WEDNESDAY 

 
8:30 Morning Devotion with Moe 
 
Noon - 5 - LIFT Drive thru Ashes  
 
5:30 - Meal 
6:30 - Worship/Communion/Ashes 
 

23 
 

G & T ASSEMBLED 
 

8:30 Morning Devotion with Moe 
 

11:30 Soup Kitchen  
 
 

 
 

24 
 

8:30 Morning Devotion with Moe 
 
 

 
 
 
 
  

 

25 
 
9 - 7:00 Craft & Crop 
10 - Noon Kids Craft 
 
4:00 Worship/Communion           

26 
7:45 Worship/Communion 
9:00 Confirmation 
9:00 Adult Sunday School  
9:00 Chancel Choir  
10:00 Worship/Communion/ 
           Kids Zone 

27 
8:30 Morning Devotion with Moe 

 
1:00 Bible Study -  Lounge 
 
6:00 Scouts Pack Meeting & 
         Crossover 
 
7:30 Dartball at Zion 

28 
8:30 Morning Devotion with Moe 
9 - 11:00 LIFT Laundromat  
             Ministry at Poly– Clean 
1:00 Bible Study - Zoom 
 
5:30 Juggling Act - The Garrison 

  
 

    
 

 

  
 

 

         SUNDAY     MONDAY      TUESDAY            Wednesday          Thursday              Friday       Saturday 

2023 


