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Backpack Buddies provides
child-friendly, nutritious food to
school children in need over
weekends.
Help us serve every eligible child!
Please consider donating food items
or funds to Backpack Buddies! This
program is not possible without the
support of you and the community.
See page 2 for complete program details
and a list of items being collected.

LIFT NEWS: August ‘22
It’s Back-to-School Time!
LIFT will participate in the Backpack Buddies program beginning in early
September and has been partnered with Lutz Elementary school. This is an
exciting chance to partner in the community and meet some real hunger
needs—filling gaps for kids to eat on the weekends when there is no school
lunch program. It involves sending a backpack home on weekends with some
healthy snacks and food that kids can prepare on their own. School staff
identifies students with food insecurity issues at home. We will provide
backpacks and food, assemble them and deliver them to the school. School staff will distribute them to
students. This year LIFT is moving away from our usual school supply collection in order to focus on this
project. To help fund this project, we are seeking financial contributions and donations of kid-friendly food
items in individual servings. Look for black baskets at LIFT congregations. Make checks out to LIFT, with
Backpacks noted on the memo line. To help streamline donations and insure appropriate items, we are
encouraging different congregations to focus on specific products.
ST. MARK Breakfast Items:
Oatmeal packets
Fruit Bars
Toaster Pastries
Individual Cereals

GRACE LUTHERAN Lunch Items:
Individual Mac & Cheese
Canned Pasta
Apple Sauce
Peanut Butter
Crackers in Sleeves

ST. JOHN’S Snack Items:
Granola Bars
Microwave Popcorn
Individual Servings of
Crackers/Cookies
Fruit Snacks

The next gathering for planning will be at St. John’s on Tuesday, August 9 at 1 PM.
For more information, contact Pastor Paul Bailie (bailiepaul@gmail.com, 440-477-3641).

Welcome, Annie Garcia!
LIFT is pleased to announce that we have a new coordinator for Bridge of Hope, our ministry that includes
food pantry services and connections with the local migrant farmworker community. Annie Garcia is a
graduate of Gibsonburg High School, and most recently has been on the staff of Hayes Memorial UMC. The
pantry is open on Mondays from 5-6:30 PM and Thursdays from 10-11:30 AM. Thank you to all the volunteers who have been staffing the pantry! For more information about Bridge of Hope, contact Annie at (419)
463-2683.

LIFT VBS
Thank you to all who participated in LIFT’s Vacation Bible School July 11-14 at St. John’s!
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Welcome to "Grace Stories", where each month, a Grace member will share
their inspirational story with you! We hope you will enjoy getting to know your
fellow Grace members!
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Pastors do many things, but one very important thing we do is prepare couples for marriage.
Together, Maureen and I will be officiating a total of three weddings at Grace during August and
September.
A very helpful tool for preparing couples for marriage that I have used for almost all the years
I have been a pastor is a survey called “Prepare.” This 165 question survey, when completed and
processed, identifies areas of a couple’s relationship which are strong, and which need further growth.
Some of the areas that are evaluated include communication, conflict resolution, and financial issues.
Another area that is measured by the Prepare survey is called Marriage Expectations. This
category measures how realistic or unrealistic each individual is about love, marriage, and the typical
challenges that all married couples face. Couples can be either realistic or unrealistic about those
challenges. One of the questions on the survey in this category reads like this: “Love is all we will
need for a happy marriage.” If couples agree or strongly agree to this item, the survey will give them a
lower score in this category than if they had disagreed or strongly disagreed.
Sometimes the calling of a new pastor has been compared to a marriage. There is a courtship
time (Ministry Site Profiles and Rostered Leader Profiles), dating (interviews, both remotely via Zoom
and in person), a decision time (congregational vote to call and acceptance of the call) and a worship
service to make promises to each other and to celebrate the new relationship (Installation Service).
And like a marriage, in the calling of a pastor there can be realistic and unrealistic expectations on the
part of the pastor being called and the calling congregations.
What might be some unrealistic expectations on the part of the congregation? One might be
that the new pastor will be a particular gender, age, or marital and family status. Another might be the
expectation that the new pastor will restore some aspect of congregational life that was present in
previous years or decades. In each case, we trust that the call committee will choose the candidate
who is most suitable and has the gifts for ministry that will lead the congregation forward in
proclamation and service.
What are some realistic expectations that the congregations can have of their new pastor?
I offer the following, which are drawn from the Service for the Installation of a Pastor: “That he/she
will preach and teach in accordance with the Holy Scriptures and the Confessions of the Lutheran
Church; that he/she will love, serve and pray for you, and nourish you with the Word and Sacraments,
and lead you by example in the use of the means of grace, faithful service and holy living.”
The Call Committee at Grace is continuing to do the work you have entrusted them to do:
reviewing Rostered Leader Profiles of candidates submitted by the Synod Office, interviewing
candidates that are deemed to be a good fit for the leadership needs at Grace, and eventually
recommending to the Congregation Council and ultimately the congregation a candidate to call as
your next pastor. Please continue to keep this most important process, and all those involved in it, in
your prayers.
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For the month of August, the following
groups will be taking a break from Sunday
school:
Youth - Pr. Mark’s class - Maureen’s class
Stay tuned as we prepare for the start of a
new season in September!
PLEASE NOTE: The Adult Sunday school group meeting in the

lounge to view and discuss “The Chosen” will continue to meet at
9 a.m.
MAUREEN’S VIRTUAL PRAYER GROUP will meet via Zoom on Sunday, August 7 at 6 p.m.
This group explores contemplative prayer in the forms of praying in color, spiritual sharing, Visio
Divina, Lecto Divina, or prayer of Examine. Each of these forms helps to bring the participant into a
closer relationship with Jesus. If you would like to participate please email Maureen at
maureenpump2022@gmail.com and she will send you the link.
GOOD MORNING DEVOTION WITH MOE - takes place weekday mornings at 8:30 a.m. via
Facebook Live at Maureen McClure Pump. Can’t catch the devotion live, no problem! It is recorded
and can be watched anytime on either Maureen’s or on Grace’s Facebook page.
BIBLE STUDY with Maureen meets Mondays at 1 p.m. in the lounge. For those who prefer a virtual
option this same study will be available on Tuesdays at 1 p.m. via Zoom. If you are interested or you
have questions please contact Maureen by email at maureenpump2022@gmail.com
GRIEF SUPPORT GROUP FOR THOSE
WHO HAVE LOST A SPOUSE - If you have
lost your spouse and could benefit from the support
of others who are experiencing the same grief, this
group is open to you. Join us on Monday, August
15 at 6 p.m. in the church lounge. This is a time
when we share a devotion, prayer and mutual
support through discussion and shared experiences.
Questions? Call Maureen in the church office or
send an email to maureenpump2022@gmail.com

FOOD
PANTRY
CHALLENGE:
will take place August 20 &
21 we will collect spaghetti
noodles & sauce, rice and
mac & cheese. Please place
your donations in the
grocery carts that are
located in the Narthex and
by the Baker Street entrance.

GATHERING FOR FELLOWSHIP is a great way to get to know one another. We are kicking off a
new group called GRACE GATHERINGS. This will be a time for food and fellowship at a
different locations. On August 17 at 6 p.m. we will be going to Hall’s Wine-R-We on Route 20
in Clyde. Questions? Contact Maureen at 419-332-1558 or by email at
maureenpump2022@gmail.com
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JUGGLING ACT
Hey ladies, do you feel like your days are
spent doing an endless
juggling act! We juggle
family, work, social and
personal issues every
day. Sometimes it feels
like no one understands,
but that is not true!
Come and join with
other women who are
doing
their
own
juggling act. We meet
for dinner at 5:30 p.m. on the fourth Tuesday
of the month. Currently we are going to The
Garrison. Our next gathering is planned for
August 23. Please call the church office, 419332-1558, if you plan to attend. We want to
make sure we have room for everyone.
SHARE & CARE - During the month of
August members of Grace are asked to help at
Share & Care each Tuesday from 9 a.m. 3 p.m. Come and go as your schedule allows.
HABITAT FOR HUMANITY: Grace is joining the Habitat for Humanity Mission! Currently a
Habitat home is being built on Wilson Avenue here in Fremont. When the
home is finished, we have the opportunity to go in and clean it, so it is
ready for the family to move in and make it a home. We will also be
putting together a gift basket of cleaning supplies, so the family has what
they need to keep it clean. The date is not set yet for the cleaning but if
you would like to help watch for the date to be published soon. In the
meantime, if you would like to help with the build you may go to the job
site any Tuesday or Thursday. They will put you to work!! If you have
questions, contact Pam Kensler at 419-355-1257.
THE FALL FESTIVAL IS COMING ON OCTOBER 23 from 4:00-7:00 pm. Mark your calendars for
this date and get ready for an evening of fun!! There will be a car show, music, trunk or treat,
kid’s games, and a chili cookoff to help support Noah’s Ark Pre-school. So, dust off your
famous chili recipe and plan on entering it in the Fall Festival Chili Cookoff! Watch for more
information and entry forms to come!!
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ACOLYTES at Grace serve at the
7:45 a.m. and 10 a.m. services. We
ask that youth help once a month. To
sign up please scan the QR code.
KIDS ZONE meets during the 10:00 a.m. worship following the Children’s Message, in the
Sunday School hallway. Parents will have the option to send their children to Kids Zone
while they attend worship.
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THE WOMEN OF THE CHURCH (GLCW) are collecting items for Lutheran World Relief (LWR) Kits.
These kits will be shipped along with the handmade quilts later in September. The following is a list of
items needed for each kit. If you are able to help, please bring your items to the church office or place in the
box marked LWR at the sanctuary entrances. Donations will be collected through September 9. Thank you!
PERSONAL CARE KITS: one light-weight bath towel (20x40 to 52x27) dark color recommended, bath
size bars of soap 8-9 oz in original wrapper, adult size toothbrush in original package, sturdy comb (NO
picks or fine tooth), metal nail clippers.
BABY CARE KITS: lightweight cotton t-shirts (NO onesies), long or short sleeved gowns or sleepers (NO
feet), receiving blankets, jackets, sweaters or sweatshirts with hoods or include a baby cap (sizes 6 - 24
months), socks, hand towels - dark color recommended, bath sized bars of gentle soap 8-9 oz in original
package, diaper pins or large safety pins.
SCHOOL KITS: 70 sheet spiral notebooks - wide or college ruled (NO loose leaf paper), 30 centimeter
rulers (these can be one side centimeters; other side inches), pencil sharpener, blunt scissors, unsharpened
#2 pencils with erasers, black or blue ballpoint pens (NO gel pens), crayons - boxes of 16 or 24, 2 1/2”
erasers.

THANK YOU!

A huge thank you to all those who helped serve at VBS: Josh Bower, Nelda Bauer, Becca Myers, Keisa
Schwochow, Kelsey Prescott, Sheri Ripley, Lavon Nehls, Madison Hawn, Kayla Schwochow, Kenzi
Schwochow, Libby Hawn, Paige Russell, Cyle Schwochow, Canan Bower, Danielle Wagner and Kristen
Smith. The pastors and children’s leaders appreciate your help and dedication to the youngest members of
our congregations.
Grace Lutheran,
Thank you for providing us graduates with a special time to recognize us on our accomplishments we move
on to our next adventure. Grace Lutheran has always meant a lot to me through learning more about the Bible with First Communion as well as confirmation. Also thank you for the water bottle and the devotional
book for graduates, it is appreciated.
Jason King
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AUGUST BIRTHDAYS
Happy Birthday to those who are celebrating 75 years and more!
August 3
August 3
August 3
August 5
August 6
August 17
August 18
August 19
August 23
August 25
August 27

Dennis Curliss
Henry Seibert
Mary Coleman
Ronald Jess
James McGue
Joan Sachs
Velda Bowersox
Dotti Borden
Albert Stokes
Kent Watkins
Evelyn Taylor

720 Tucker Rd.
4215 W. State St.
815 Whittlesey St.
4666 W. Lakeshore Dr., Port Clinton, 43452
1545 Buckland Ave.
88 Westwood Dr.
1545 Fangboner Rd., Rm. 202
3172 N. Marina View Dr., Port Clinton, 43452
916 North St., Apt. 3
1547 Emmett Dr.
1203 Kentucky Ave.

MEN IN MISSION - GRACE LUTHERAN CHURCH RADIO BROADCASTS

The unprecedented times that we are all experiencing has changed the way we interact with the world
around us. During these unusual times our radio ministry has an even more important role in making the
Sunday message available for more people. We want to thank and make special mention of all the faithful
supporters of the radio ministry during the last few months. Without you this ministry would not be
possible. If you are interested in sponsoring a radio broadcast please contact Les Widmer, 419-341-1850.
The cost to sponsor a broadcast is $72.50 (please make checks payable to Men in Mission). The broadcast
can be heard each Sunday morning at 9:30 a.m. on Eagle 99.1.
June 26 - given as a gift to the congregation, by Ken & Barb Klohn.
July 3 - given by David & Judith Reed in honor of their 53rd wedding anniversary.
July 10 - given as a gift to the congregation.
July 17 - given by Donna Garner, in honor of her family.

FOR YOUR INFORMATION:
To those couples celebrating 50 or
more years of wedded bless!
August 9, 1958 - Dennis & Ardis Curliss, 720 Tucker Rd.
August 14, 1948 - Ben & Donna Cooley, 1611 Ell Dr.
August 19, 1960 - Charles & Patricia Mowry, 533 3rd Ave.
August 23, 1969 - David & Ruth Byers, 1671 S. Buchanan St.
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Mid–year financial statements
are now available for Grace
members.
If you would like to see where
you are with your 2022 giving,
please contact the church office
and we will supply you with
that information.

FINANCIAL REPORT AS OF JUNE 30, 2022

*In 2022, we began showing the transfers in from the back page accounts on the financials. These dedicated
funds are being used to cover appropriate expenses.

CHURCH COUNCIL - Minutes from July 11, 2022
•
•
•
•
•

•
•
•
•

Call Committee Update - One candidate was interviewed Monday evening, July 11, a second candidate will be interviewed
Thursday, July 14.
Council approved Nelda Bauer to fill role of Vice-President for the term of July 2022-June 2023.
An All LIFT meeting will be held July 25 from 6-8pm at St. John’s. Everyone is encouraged to attend.
Council approved that weekend offerings will now be counted in the church office on Monday mornings with Linda and two
Volunteer Counters
Missions/Outreach - contact made with Habitat for Humanity to help with clean-up on current house project on Wilson Avenue;
Grace Gathers will have its first get together on July 20; plans are underway for October Fall Fest with car show, trunk or treat,
chili cook-off
Worship - will meet again on August 3
Property - John Burmeister and Dave Cooper will serve on this committee. Exterior doors are being looked into to offer better
security options.
Stewardship - Bill Auxter will serve on this committee along with Tanya Schling
Youth/Growth - VBS (July 11-14) - first night had a good turnout; 15-20 helpers with approx. 50 children. Discussion held on
timing of Confirmation classes at Grace.

NOISY OFFERING is
received the first weekend
of each month. Collections
received are then donated
to a mission chosen by the
Christian Missions and
Outreach Committee.
The Noisy Offering for the
month of July totaled $151.99. The next Noisy
Offering will be received August 6 & 7. The Noisy
Offering for the third quarter will be given to The
Backpack Buddies meal program. This program
through the Fremont City Schools provides a
backpack of food for children experiencing food
insecurity, on a bi-weekly basis. The LIFT Parish will
team up with the Lutz Elementary School for this
project starting in September.

ENROLL NOW
for the
2022/2023

school year!
Open House : Sept. 1 at 6pm
First Day of Class:
T - TH: September 6
M-W-F: September 7
11

CONTACT INFORMATION
Pastor Mark Bogen, Intentional Interim
mark@bogen.org
Maureen Pump, Synodically Authorized Minister
maureenpump2022@gmail.com
Linda Baumer, Office/Financial Administrator
gracefremont@yahoo.com
Tricia Dabrunz, Secretary/Receptionist
dabrunztricia@yahoo.com
Heather Hawn, Youth Minister
HeatherRHawn@gmail.com
Tom Curry, Director of Music
musicatgracelutheran@yahoo.com
Andrea Hirt, Director Noah’s Ark Preschool
noahs_ark_fremont@yahoo.com

DEADLINE FOR NEWSLETTER ARTICLES
IS WEDNESDAY, AUGUST 17, 2022.
The newsletter will be assembled on
Thursday, August 25, 2022.

BACK TO SCHOOL
Vanguard Sentinel - August 17 & 18
Fremont City Schools - August 29 & 30
Gibsonburg Schools - August 31
Noah’s Ark Preschool - September 6 & 7
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Fremont, OH 43420
Return Service Requested
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August 6 & 7 GREETERS: J. James (Narthex) (4:00 p.m.)
B. Schling (Narthex); P. Antesberger (Baker Street) (7:45 a.m.)
R. Cooper (Narthex); D. Cooper (Baker Street) (10:00 a.m.)
USHERS: D. Zilles, R. Haynes (7:45 a.m.); B. Bowlus, M. Amor (10:00 a.m.)
COMMUNION ASSISTANTS: B. Bradford, K. Watkins (7:45 a.m.); A. & B. Fisher (10:00 a.m.)
DEACONS: N. Bauer, C. Scranton (7:45 a.m.)
DEACONS/CLOSERS: B. Muffler, D. Cooper (10:00 a.m.)
August 13 & 14 GREETERS: V. Seville (Narthex) (4:00 p.m.)
D. Burkett (Narthex); J. Gangwer (Baker Street) (7:45 a.m.)
L. & B. McElfresh (Narthex); C. Slemmer (Baker Street) (10:00 a.m.)
USHERS: S. Keller, K. Klohn (7:45 a.m.); J. Avers, S. Burmeister (10:00 a.m.)
COMMUNION ASSISTANTS: K. & A. Overmyer (7:45 a.m.); G. & J. Jess (10:00 a.m.)
DEACONS: C. Scranton, T. Schling (7:45 a.m.)
DEACONS/CLOSERS: A. Fisher, J. Burmeister (10:00 a.m.)
August 20 & 21 GREETERS: J. James (Narthex) (4:00 p.m.)
J. Guthrie (Narthex); B. Schling (Baker Street) (7:45 a.m.)
N. Bauer (Narthex); R. Bauer (Baker Street) (10:00 a.m.)
USHERS: G. & J. Dupey (7:45 a.m.); D. Curliss, L. McElfresh (10:00 a.m.)
COMMUNION ASSISTANTS: R. & N. Bauer (7:45 a.m.); C. Boucher, P. Antesberger (10:00 a.m.)
DEACONS: C. Scranton, T. Schling (7:45 a.m.)
DEACONS/CLOSERS: J. Overmyer, B. Muffler (10:00 a.m.)
August 27 & 28 GREETERS: C. Schneider-Smith (Narthex) (4:00 p.m.)
D. Zilles (Narthex); S. Zilles (Baker Street) (7:45 a.m.)
M. Amor (Narthex); C. Amor (Baker Street) (10:00 a.m.)
USHERS: P. Pelphrey, K. Overmyer (7:45 a.m.); D. Cooper, B. Bowlus (10:00 a.m.)
COMMUNION ASSISTANTS: D. Zilles, K. Watkins (7:45 a.m.); E. & B. Muffler (10:00 a.m.)
DEACONS: N. Bauer, T. Schling (7:45 a.m.)
DEACONS/CLOSERS: J. Burmeister, J. Overmyer (10:00 a.m.)
September 3 & 4 GREETERS: C. Schneider-Smith (Narthex) (4:00 p.m.)
K. Overmyer (Narthex); A. Overmyer (Baker Street) (7:45 a.m.)
K. Burmeister (Narthex); J. Overmyer (Baker Street) (10:00 a.m.)
USHERS: D. Zilles, K. Klohn (7:45 a.m.); M. & C. Amor (10:00 a.m.)
COMMUNION ASSISTANTS: S. Keller, B. Bradford (7:45 a.m.); L. & J. Overmyer (10:00 a.m.)
DEACONS: C. Scranton, R. House (7:45 a.m.)
DEACONS/CLOSERS: A. Fisher, D. Cooper (10:00 a.m.)

SUNDAY

MONDAY

TUESDAY

Wednesday

1

2022

2

Thursday
3

8:30 Morning Devotion with Moe

8:30 Morning Devotion with Moe

8:30 Morning Devotion with Moe

1:00 Bible Study - Lounge

9 - 3 Volunteer at Share & Care

11:00 Stewardship Meeting

11:00 Fall Festival Meeting Lounge

1:00 Worship Committee Meeting

Friday
4

8:30 Morning Devotion with Moe

Saturday
5

8:30 Morning Devotion with Moe

6
4:00 Worship/Communion/
Noisy Offering

11:30 Soup Kitchen

1:00 Bible Study - Zoom

7
NOISY OFFERING
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8:30 Morning Devotion with Moe

7:45 Worship/Communion
9:00 Sunday School The Chosen - Lounge
10:00 Worship/Communion/
Kids Zone/Baptism
6:00 Virtual Prayer
Group with Moe

1:00 Bible Study - Lounge

7:45 Worship/Communion
9:00 Sunday School The Chosen - Lounge
10:00 Worship/Communion/
Kids Zone
12:30 Youth Kayak Trip at
The Reservoir
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8:30 Morning Devotion with Moe

8:30 Morning Devotion with Moe

9 - 3 Volunteer at Share & Care

11:00 LIFT Leaders Meeting

15

16

1:00 Bible Study - Lounge

9 - 3 Volunteer at Share & Care

8:30 Morning Devotion with Moe

6:00 Grief Group - Lounge

1:00 Bible Study - Zoom

6:00 Grace Gathers at Hall’s
Wine-R-We in Clyde

G & T DEADLINE

23

7:45 Worship/Communion
9:00 Sunday School The Chosen - Lounge
10:00 Worship/Communion/
Kids Zone

18

9 - 3 Volunteer at Share & Care

G & T ASSEMBLED
11:30 Soup Kitchen

5:30 Juggling Act at the Garrison

5:30 Youth Milkshake Meet-up
at the Fair

30

8:30 Morning Devotion with Moe

8:30 Morning Devotion with Moe

1:00 Bible Study - Lounge

9 - 3 Volunteer at Share & Care
1:00 Bible Study via Zoom

31
8:30 Morning Devotion with Moe

19
8:30 Morning Devotion with Moe

25

1:00 Bible Study via Zoom

29

2:00 Rutter/Russell
Wedding

20
4:00 Worship/Communion/
Food Pantry Challenge

11:30 Soup Kitchen

24

13

4:00 Worship/Communion

8:30 Morning Devotion with Moe

Sandusky Co. Fair - Aug. 23 - 28

28

8:30 Morning Devotion with Moe
5:00 Wedding Rehearsal

17

8:30 Morning Devotion with Moe

22

12

11:30 Soup Kitchen

8:30 Morning Devotion with Moe

21
FOOD PANTRY CHALLENGE
(spaghetti noodles & sauce, rice
and mac & cheese)
1:00 Bible Study - Lounge
7:45 Worship/Communion
9:00 Sunday School The Chosen - Lounge
10:00 Worship/Communion/
Kids Zone
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8:30 Morning Devotion with Moe

1:00 Bible Study via Zoom
1:00 Backpack Buddies Meeting at
St. John’s

6:30 Executive Board Meeting
7:30 Church Council Meeting

14

9

26

27
4:00 Worship/Communion

