
9/27/20                                          17 PENTECOST 
 
 
 
Music 
 
 
 
Welcome & Announcements 
 
 
 
 
CONFESSION & FORGIVENESS 
P: Blessed be the holy Trinity, ☩ one God, who creates, 
redeems, and sustains us and all of  creation. 
C: Amen. 
 
P: Let us confess our sin in the presence of  God and of  
one another.  
 

A moment of  silence is kept for reflection. 
 
P: Faithful God, 
C: have mercy on us. We confess that we are captive 
to sin and cannot free ourselves. We turn from your 
loving embrace and go our own ways. We pass  
judgment on one another before examining  
ourselves. We place our own needs before those of  
our neighbors. We keep your gift of  salvation to  
ourselves. Make us humble, cast away our  
transgressions, and turn us again to life in you 
through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. Amen. 
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P: God hears the cries of  all who call out in need, and 
through his death and resurrection, Christ has made us his 
own. Hear the truth that God proclaims: Your sins are 
forgiven in the name of  ☩ Jesus Christ. Led by the Holy 
Spirit, live in freedom and newness to do God’s work in 
the world.  
C: Amen. 
 
 
 
 
PRAYER OF THE DAY 
P: Let us pray. God of  love, giver of  life, you know our 
frailties and failings. Give us your grace to overcome 
them, keep us from those things that harm us, and guide 
us in the way of  salvation, through Jesus Christ, our  
Savior and Lord. 
C: Amen. 
 
 
 
CHILDREN’S MESSAGE                          
 
 
 
The Holy Gospel according to St. Matthew the 21st 
chapter. Glory to you, O Lord. 
 
GOSPEL READING 
 Matthew 21:23-32 
 
23 Jesus entered the temple courts, and, while he was 
teaching, the chief  priests and the elders of  the people 
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came to him. “By what authority are you doing these 
things?” they asked. “And who gave you this authority?” 
24 Jesus replied, “I will also ask you one question. If  you 
answer me, I will tell you by what authority I am doing 
these things. 25 John’s baptism—where did it come from? 
Was it from heaven, or of  human origin?” They discussed 
it among themselves and said, “If  we say, ‘From heaven,’ 
he will ask, ‘Then why didn’t you believe him?’ 26 But if  
we say, ‘Of  human origin’—we are afraid of  the people, 
for they all hold that John was a prophet.” 27 So they  
answered Jesus, “We don’t know.” Then he said, “Neither 
will I tell you by what authority I am doing these things. 
28 “What do you think? There was a man who had two 
sons. He went to the first and said, ‘Son, go and work  
today in the vineyard.’ 29 “ ‘I will not,’ he answered, but 
later he changed his mind and went. 30 “Then the father 
went to the other son and said the same thing. He an-
swered, ‘I will, sir,’ but he did not go. 31 “Which of  the 
two did what his father wanted?” “The first,” they  
answered. Jesus said to them, “Truly I tell you, the tax  
collectors and the prostitutes are entering the kingdom of  
God ahead of  you. 32 For John came to you to show you 
the way of  righteousness, and you did not believe him, 
but the tax collectors and the prostitutes did. And even 
after you saw this, you did not repent and believe him.  

 
The Gospel of  our Lord. Praise to you, O Christ. 
 
 
 
 
SERMON 
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HYMN   
    

O MASTER, LET ME WALK WITH YOU 
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APOSTLES’ CREED 
I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of  
heaven and earth. I believe in Jesus Christ, his only 
Son, our Lord. He was conceived by the power of  the 
Holy Spirit and born of  the virgin Mary. He suffered  
under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and  was 
buried. He descended into hell. On the third day he 
rose again. He ascended into heaven, and is seated at 
the right hand of  the Father. He will come again to 
judge the living and the dead. I believe in the Holy 
Spirit, the holy catholic Church, the communion of  
saints, the forgiveness of  sins, the resurrection of  the 
body, and the life everlasting. Amen 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION  
 
Drawn together in the compassion of  God, we pray for 
the church, the world, and all those in need. 
 
In all the world, give your church unity. Inspire all the 
baptized with the mind of  Christ. Where the church is 
powerful and where it struggles, shape us with humility 
and obedience so that your love may be at work in us. 
Lord, in your mercy, hear our prayer. 
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Your Son took on all of  bodily life in our world, even to 
death. Preserve and keep your creation, O God. Mend 
and redeem places that are polluted and damaged, so that 
all of  creation confesses you as Lord. Lord, in your mercy, 
hear our prayer. 
 
Turn the nations toward life. Where our ways are unfair, 
give us new hearts and new spirits. Where sin permeates 
our cultures and institutions, change our minds and teach 
us to trust your authority. Lord, in your mercy, hear our 
prayer. 
 
Our lives are yours, O God. Relieve the suffering of  those 
who are ill in body, mind, or spirit. Defend the lives and 
welfare of  children who are abused or neglected, hungry 
or exploited, bullied or lonely. Lord, in your mercy, hear 
our prayer. 
 
Turn this congregation away from our own interests to-
ward the interests of  others. Fill us with your compassion 
and sympathy. Bless ministries of  care in our community; 
make us into signs of  your mercy and justice for our 
neighbors. Lord, in your mercy, hear our prayer. 
 
Thank you for those who have gone into the kingdom 
ahead of  us—tax collectors and prostitutes, likely and un-
likely, obedient and slow to learn. By their witness, teach 
us to confess Jesus Christ as Lord in life and in death. 
Lord, in your mercy, hear our prayer. 
 
All these things and whatever else you see that we need, 
we entrust to your mercy; through Christ our Lord. 
Amen. 
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Lord remember us in your kingdom and teach us to pray: 
 
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy 
name, thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth 
as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; 
and forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those 
who trespass against us; and lead us not into  
temptation,  but deliver us from evil. For thine is the 
kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever and 
ever. Amen. 
 
 
 
SHARING OF THE PEACE 
P: The peace of  the Lord be with you always. 
C: And also with you. 
 
 
 
 
BLESSING 
P: Mothering God, Father, ☩ Son, and Holy Spirit, bless 
you and lead you into the way of  truth and life.  
C: Amen. 
 
 
 
 
DISMISSAL 
P: Go in peace. Serve the Lord. 
C: Thanks be to God. 
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POSTLUDE 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

From Sundays and Seasons.com Copyright 2007 Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved.  
 Reprinted by permission under Augsburg Fortress Liturgies Annual License #26962 
Permission to podcast/stream the music in this service obtained from One License  

with license #A-713224. All rights reserved. 

 

8 


