9/20/20 16 PENTECOST

Music

Welcome & Announcements

CONFESSION & FORGIVENESS
P: Blessed be the holy Trinity, + one God, who creates,
redeems, and sustains us and all of creation.

C: Amen.

P: Let us confess our sin in the presence of God and of
one another.

A moment of silence is kept for reflection.

P: Faithful God,

C: have mercy on us. We confess that we are captive
to sin and cannot free ourselves. We turn from your
loving embrace and go our own ways. We pass
judgment on one another before examining
ourselves. We place our own needs before those of
our neighbors. We keep your gift of salvation to
ourselves. Make us humble, cast away our
transgressions, and turn us again to life in you
through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. Amen.



P: God hears the cries of all who call out in need, and
through his death and resurrection, Christ has made us his
own. Hear the truth that God proclaims: Your sins are
forgiven in the name of * Jesus Christ. Led by the Holy
Spirit, live in freedom and newness to do God’s work in
the world.

C: Amen.

PRAYER OF THE DAY

P: Let us pray. Almighty and eternal God, you show
perpetual lovingkindness to us your servants. Because we
cannot rely on our own abilities, grant us your merciful
judgment, and train us to embody the generosity of your

Son, Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord.
C: Amen.

CHILDREN’S MESSAGE

The Holy Gospel according to St. Matthew the 20th
chapter. Glory to you, O Lord.

GOSPEL READING
Matthew 20:1-16

[Jesus said to the disciples:] 1 “For the kingdom of heaven
is like a landowner who went out early in the morning to



hire workers for his vineyard. 2 He agreed to pay them a
denarius for the day and sent them into his vineyard.

3 “About nine in the morning he went out and saw others
standing in the marketplace doing nothing. 4 He told
them, “You also go and work in my vineyard, and I will
pay you whatever is right” 5 So they went. “He went out
again about noon and about three in the afternoon and
did the same thing. 6 About five in the afternoon he went
out and found still others standing around. He asked
them, “Why have you been standing here all day long
doing nothing?’ 7 “ ‘Because no one has hired us, they
answered. “He said to them, “You also go and work in my
vineyard.” 8 “When evening came, the owner of the
vineyard said to his foreman, ‘Call the workers and pay
them their wages, beginning with the last ones hired and
going on to the first” 9 “The workers who were hired
about five in the afternoon came and each received a
denarius. 10 So when those came who were hired fitst,
they expected to receive more. But each one of them also
received a denarius. 11 When they received it, they began
to grumble against the landowner. 12 “These who were
hired last worked only one hout,” they said, ‘and you have
made them equal to us who have borne the burden of the
work and the heat of the day.” 13 “But he answered one
of them, ‘I am not being unfair to you, friend. Didn’t you
agree to work for a denarius? 14 Take your pay and go. I
want to give the one who was hired last the same as I gave
you. 15 Don’t I have the right to do what I want with my
own money? Or are you envious because I am generous?’
16 “So the last will be first, and the first will be last.”

The Gospel of our Lord. Praise to you, O Christ.



SERMON

HYMN

GREAT IS THY FAITHFULNESS
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Great Is Thy Faithfulness continued.
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APOSTLES’ CREED

I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of
heaven and earth. I believe in Jesus Christ, his only
Son, our Lord. He was conceived by the power of the
Holy Spirit and born of the virgin Mary. He suffered
under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and was
buried. He descended into hell. On the third day he
rose again. He ascended into heaven, and is seated at
the right hand of the Father. He will come again to
judge the living and the dead. I believe in the Holy
Spirit, the holy catholic Church, the communion of
saints, the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the
body, and the life everlasting. Amen



PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION

Drawn together in the compassion of God, we pray for
the church, the world, and all those in need.

Generous God, you make the last first, and the first last.
Where this gospel challenges the church, equip it for its
works of service. Strengthen those who suffer for Christ.
Lord, in your mercy, hear our prayer.

Sun and wind, bushes and worms, cattle and great cities—
nothing in creation is outside your concern, mighty God.
In your mercy, tend to it all. Give us a spirit of generosity
toward all you have made. Lord, in your mercy, hear our

prayer.

Where we find envy and create enemies, you provide
enough for all. Bring peace to places of conflict and
violence. Inspire leaders with creativity and wisdom. Bless
the work of negotiators, peacekeepers, and development
workers. Lord, in your mercy, hear our prayer.

Reveal yourself to all in need as you are gracious and
merciful, slow to anger, abounding in steadfast love, ready
to relent from punishing. Accompany judges and lawyers,
victims of crime and those serving sentences. Give
fruitful labor and a livelihood to those seeking work.
Lotd, in your mercy, hear our prayer.

Even beyond our expectations, you choose to give
generously. Grant life, health, and courage to all who are
in need. Lord, in your mercy, hear our prayer.



We praise you for the generations that have declared your
power to us. Give us faithfulness to follow them, living
for Christ, until you call us to join them in the joyful song
around his throne. We especially pray for the family and
friends of Howard Sachs. Lord, in your mercy, hear our

prayer.

All these things and whatever else you see that we need,

we entrust to your mercy; through Christ our Lord.
Amen.

Lord remember us in your kingdom and teach us to pray:

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy
name, thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth
as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread;
and forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those
who trespass against us; and lead us not into
temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the
kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever and
ever. Amen.



SHARING OF THE PEACE
P: The peace of the Lord be with you always.
C: And also with you.

BLESSING

P: Mothering God, Father, 7+ Son, and Holy Spirit, bless
you and lead you into the way of truth and life.

C: Amen.

DISMISSAL
P: Go in peace. Serve the Lord.
C: Thanks be to God.

POSTLUDE
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