9/13/20

15 PENTECOST

Music

Welcome & Announcements

CONFESSION & FORGIVENESS
P: Blessed be the holy Trinity, ☩ one God, who creates,
redeems, and sustains us and all of creation.
C: Amen.
P: Let us confess our sin in the presence of God and of
one another.
A moment of silence is kept for reflection.
P: Faithful God,
C: have mercy on us. We confess that we are captive
to sin and cannot free ourselves. We turn from your
loving embrace and go our own ways. We pass
judgment on one another before examining
ourselves. We place our own needs before those of
our neighbors. We keep your gift of salvation to
ourselves. Make us humble, cast away our
transgressions, and turn us again to life in you
through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. Amen.
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P: God hears the cries of all who call out in need, and
through his death and resurrection, Christ has made us his
own. Hear the truth that God proclaims: Your sins are
forgiven in the name of ☩ Jesus Christ. Led by the Holy
Spirit, live in freedom and newness to do God’s work in
the world.
C: Amen.

PRAYER OF THE DAY
P: Let us pray. O Lord God, merciful judge, you are the
inexhaustible fountain of forgiveness. Replace our hearts
of stone with hearts that love and adore you, that we may
delight in doing your will, through Jesus Christ, our Savior
and Lord.
C: Amen.

CHILDREN’S MESSAGE

The Holy Gospel according to St. Matthew the 18th
chapter. Glory to you, O Lord.
GOSPEL READING
Matthew 18:21-35
21 Then Peter came to Jesus and asked, “Lord, how many
times shall I forgive my brother or sister who sins against
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me? Up to seven times?” 22 Jesus answered, “I tell you,
not seven times, but seventy-seven times. 23 “Therefore,
the kingdom of heaven is like a king who wanted to settle
accounts with his servants. 24 As he began the settlement,
a man who owed him ten thousand bags of gold was
brought to him. 25 Since he was not able to pay, the
master ordered that he and his wife and his children and
all that he had be sold to repay the debt. 26 “At this the
servant fell on his knees before him. ‘Be patient with me,’
he begged, ‘and I will pay back everything.’ 27 The
servant’s master took pity on him, canceled the debt and
let him go. 28 “But when that servant went out, he found
one of his fellow servants who owed him a hundred silver
coins. He grabbed him and began to choke him. ‘Pay back
what you owe me!’ he demanded. 29 “His fellow servant
fell to his knees and begged him, ‘Be patient with me, and
I will pay it back.’ 30 “But he refused. Instead, he went
off and had the man thrown into prison until he could
pay the debt. 31 When the other servants saw what had
happened, they were outraged and went and told their
master everything that had happened. 32 “Then the
master called the servant in. ‘You wicked servant,’ he said,
‘I canceled all that debt of yours because you begged me
to. 33 Shouldn’t you have had mercy on your fellow
servant just as I had on you?’ 34 In anger his master
handed him over to the jailers to be tortured, until he
should pay back all he owed. 35 “This is how my heavenly
Father will treat each of you unless you forgive your
brother or sister from your heart.”
The Gospel of our Lord. Praise to you, O Christ.
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SERMON

HYMN

RISE, SHINE, YOU PEOPLE!
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APOSTLES’ CREED
I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of
heaven and earth. I believe in Jesus Christ, his only
Son, our Lord. He was conceived by the power of the
Holy Spirit and born of the virgin Mary. He suffered
under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and was
buried. He descended into hell. On the third day he
rose again. He ascended into heaven, and is seated at
the right hand of the Father. He will come again to
judge the living and the dead. I believe in the Holy
Spirit, the holy catholic Church, the communion of
saints, the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the
body, and the life everlasting. Amen

PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION
Drawn together in the compassion of God, we pray for
the church, the world, and all those in need.
You welcome us when we are weak in faith. Uphold your
church throughout the world; make it a place of welcome.
Strengthen faith through Bible studies and Sunday
schools, confirmation classes and youth ministries.
Nurture new ministries of education and growth. Lord, in
your mercy, hear our prayer.
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The heights of the heavens show us the vastness of your
steadfast love. Have compassion on your creation. Where
human selfishness has brought ruin and destruction, we
look to you to heal, renew, and redeem your world. Lord,
in your mercy, hear our prayer.
Make your ways known to the nations. Speak kindness to
our bitter grudges. Settle our hearts when we want to
settle accounts with violence. Bless our leaders with
patience and wisdom. Lord, in your mercy, hear our
prayer.
Bring healing and justice wherever harm is dealt. Provide
vindication for all who are oppressed. Free victims of
human trafficking and forced labor; deliver all who are
bound by debt. Feed all who hunger, and guard refugees
fleeing famine, poverty, and war. Lord, in your mercy,
hear our prayer.
Teach us to forgive. Remind us that you do not always
accuse us. Still our tongues when we are tempted to pass
judgment and argue over opinions. Make this
congregation a community of mercy for one another and
for all our neighbors. Lord, in your mercy, hear our
prayer.
Lead us in the call of a new pastor for the LIFT Parish.
May we listen to you as we work to create an environment
of loving kindness to one another. Lord in your mercy,
hear our prayer.
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Whether we live or whether we die, we are yours. We
thank you for those who have showed us faithfulness, for
the knees that taught us how to bow to you and the
tongues that taught us to praise you. Lord, in your mercy,
hear our prayer.
All these things and whatever else you see that we need,
we entrust to your mercy; through Christ our Lord.
Amen.

Lord remember us in your kingdom and teach us to pray:
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy
name, thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth
as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread;
and forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those
who trespass against us; and lead us not into
temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the
kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever and
ever. Amen.

SHARING OF THE PEACE
P: The peace of the Lord be with you always.
C: And also with you.
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BLESSING
P: Mothering God, Father, ☩ Son, and Holy Spirit, bless
you and lead you into the way of truth and life.
C: Amen.

DISMISSAL
P: Go in peace. Serve the Lord.
C: Thanks be to God.

POSTLUDE
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